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NEW HONDA JAZZ 


Super-advanced kit 
for super-spa ' 
supermini 




New look, new tech, safer and 68mpg 
PLUS Hyundai's cut-price Evoque rival 




ASTON MARTIN VULCAN 


MONDE0 1.0 DRIVEN 


Wow! If this is Aston's future, we want more 




Big car, small engine: does it work? 



PLUS Juke Nismo RS vs Fiesta ST vs Clio RS 200 






HORSEPOWER 
TO THE PEOPLE 



Drivers of Britain, seize power. The thrilling MINI 5-door and 3-door 
Hatch offer everyone the chance to seize a Twin Power Turbo engine, 
with monthly rentals from £219 or £215 respectively (plus initial rental*). 
Power is no longer just for the wealthy. 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI Hatch Range: Urban 36.7-72.4 mpg (7.7-3.9 1/1 00km). 
COj Emissions 136-89 g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

at £1,150 and MINI dc service cover at £349, (up to 50,000 miles, or the length of your agreement, Vi/hichever comes first), 16'* Victory Spoke 
♦Initial rental £2,499. Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a MINI 5-door One Hatch with extras of PEPPER Pack 
paint at £475, 16” Victory Spoke alloy wheels in silver at £520 and Visual Boost Radio at £200 with a contract mileage of 40,000 miles and 
registered by 30 June 2015 (subject to availability). Retail customers only. At the end of your agreement you must return the vehicle. Excess 
indemnities may be required. Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, v^thdrawn or extended at any time. Hire provided by MIN! 



Extra Urban 58.9-91.1 mpg (4.8-3.1 1/1 00km). Combined 47.9-83.1 mpg (5.9-3.4 1/1 00km). 

‘Initial rental £2,499. Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a MINI 3-door One Hatch with extras of PEPPER Pack 
alloy wheels in black at £520 and Visual Boost Radio at £200 with a contract mileage of 40.000 miles and excess mileage charge of 2.B2p. 
at £1,150 and MINI tic service cover at £349, (up to 50,000 miles, or the length of your agreement, whichever comes first), Electric Blue metallic 
excess mileage charge of 3.15p. Applies for new vehicles ordered at participating MINI retailers between 1 January and 31 March 2015 and 
mileage, vehicle condition and other charges may be payable. Hire available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. Guarantees and 
Financial Services, a trading name of BMW Financial Services (GB) Limited, Bartley Way, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9UF, 



208 ACTIVE 


► Alloy Wheels 

► Multi-function colour touchscreen 
w- DAB radio and Bluetooth 

► Air Conditioning 


PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE 


208 

ACTIVE 

PER 

MONTH: 


£119 


INCLUDES 

£1500 

CONTRIBUTION 
FROM PEUGEOT 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/IOOkm) end CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 Range are: 
^rbon 32 8-78 5 (8 6-3 6), Extra Urban 54 3-88 3 (5 2-3 2), Combined 44 1-83 1 (6 4-3.4) and C02 149-87 {g/km}. 
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MADE W SWEDEN. TUNED FOR WLlAik 
THE VOLVO V40IH)ESIGN. 


British roads are different from 
Swedish roads- Thats why we tested and 
tuned the V40 R-Design's suspension 
here in Britain, it puts you in totai control, 
straightening out the toughest of 
hairpin turns and taming even the 
meanest of speed bumps- 


BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT V0LV0C4RSX0.uk 




Personal Contract Purchase Representative 
Exampie: V40 T2 R^Design Rebei BiLie 


48 Morrthiy payments £269 


Customer deposit £999 


Finance deposit oontribution £750 


Representative APR 6.9% AP R 


On the road price* £19,694 


Totai amouni of credit £1 7,945 


Interest charges £3,692 

Total amount payable £23,386 

Optionai final payment £8,725 




Duration of agneem^t (months} 49 
Rxed mta of interest p M, 3.65% 


Mileage per annum 


Excess mileage 




0,000 


14.9p per mile 


Available wHh 3 yaarKcomplamantary 
ng when pugi^haaed on Volvo 
Advantage Personal Ceffitract Purchaee- 


Offtcial fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 T2 R-Oesign (manual) in MPG (1/1 00km): Urban 41.5 (6^8), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 53.3 (5.3). CO? Emissions 
124g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing iritend^ lor comparisons between vehides and may not reflect real driving resutts. PnwicesLX^tostrtMs. Retail 

sales on|^ ^ubfed lo avsNabUty dealers onTy oci v^^ldes nglstensd by 31 st March 201 6. At the end o! the agfeement there are 3 options: Renew: omhange The vehicle; (Ij) Rdalr: Rey the OptlonaJ 

BnaT F%;^nt to own vehicle or (rif) Retyrn The vehkie Rirther dwges mey be made 54±^to the ormVeage ot the vehide. Terms and conditions apply. AppLicants miist be IS orcvei; Guajianteeyindemnily may 

be repured Vlolvo Car Qedt RH1 ISR >bu wtl not own the nhida until al paymaitti n madatThe service offer is on^ applicable when purdhasing on Volvo Adwitage Rersonai Cofttrad Piitchase on vdiides ordered 
between 1 st Januaiy 2015 and 3tet Meidi 201 5 Services must be ciuned out at a Vbw Authorised Repairer Retail offer only Exdudes neet opentors end business usem. See vDVpcarsccujk for full terms and ^mdfbons. 
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Ten reasons why Apple will be 
worrying car makers to the core 



RUMOURS have been rife over the past week 
■ f j that Apple will be going head-to-head with 
the automotive giants by producing its own car. 

Apparently project Titan is underway at Apple’s 
HQi with hundreds working on an electric car 
programme. But will it see the light of day? Here’s 
why we think Apple should be taken seriously: 

1. Apple is cash rich, with a reported $i8obillion 
(yes, billion) to spend - more than enough to 
fund a complete all-new car company. 

2. Many of its senior team have car industry 
experience, from senior vice-president Eddy Cue, 
who’s also on the board of Ferrari, to Marc Newson, 
who designed the 1999 Ford 02 iC concept car. 

3. It’s been learning lots about the car business 
through working with car makers on CarPlay. 

4. If there’s one company Apple wants to beat, 
it’s Google - car makers are small fry in comparison. 

5. It already has a network of retailers around 
the world who could sell an Apple car. 

6. Recruiting talented engineers is already a big 
problem for the car business - the likes of Apple is 
far more appealing to young software engineers. 

7. Cars being increasingly software-based 
plays directly into Apple’s hands. 

8. According to the Wall Street Journal, Apple 
is already talking to potential manufacturers. 

9. Tesla. Okay, so it’s losing money, but it’s 
making waves. And I refer you to point one. 

10. Apple is the most valuable company on the 
planet, recognised and admired the world over 
with millions of existing customers - not a 
bad starting point for a new car company. 

So, will it happen? It’ll be 
a massive task for Apple, 
but car companies are at 
their most innovative 
when challenged - and 
that could benefit us all. 

STEVE FOWLER 

Editor-in-chief 

Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 
@stevefowler 
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Tell us about your car 


Driver Power is the UK’s biggest 
motoring satisfaction survey. 

Every year we need you to tell 
usaboutyourcar. Good orbad,your 
feedback helps us tell EVERY motor manufacturer 
what YOU want... and believe us, they’re listening! 



P^W 


Have your say... take the survey 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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Updated SUV unveiled ahead of Geneva Motor Show 
Sharper new look; more interior tech; greener engines 



Land Rover’s most efficent car 
ever. Since its explosive launch four 
years ago, the upmarket small SUV has 
remained largely untouched, but while 
it still looks fresh, time has caught up 
with the Evoque, as rivals offer lower 
running costs and more hi-tech kit. 

So the brand has carried out a host 
of mid-life changes, comprising visual 
tweaks, new engines and safety kit, in 
a bid to keep the car at the top of its 
game - and the newcomer will debut 
at next week’s Geneva Motor Show. 

On the outside, the changes are 
light, but they reflect just how radical 
the baby Rangie was and still is. The 
Evoque becomes the first Jaguar Land 
Rover model to get full-LED adaptive 
headlamps. The lights are standard 
on top-spec Autobiography models, 
offer increased range over versions 


2.2-litre, four-cylinder diesel has 
been axed in favour of JLR’s Ingenium 
2.0-litre engines. The entry-level 
148bhp two-wheel-drive eD4 - 
marked out by special blue Evoque 
badgingto denote its eco credentials 

- claims 68mpg economy and emits 
109g/km of CO 2 , while the 178bhp 
TD4 promises 59mpg and 125g/km. 

But petrol fans can still choose the 
Si4 2.0-litre turbo, while all models 
get stop/start as standard, plus a 
choice of six-speed manual and nine- 
speed auto transmissions. Engineers 
have retuned the suspension in light 
of the featherweight engines to 
deliver improved handling, too. 

It’s not just the engines which 
bring the Evoque bang up to date 

- the car’s technology has been 
overhauled, too. As with the new 
jaguarXE, the Evoque now gets JLR’s 
InControl eight-screen touchscreen 
infotainment system, which offers 

a slicker interface than before and 
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a whole raft of useful apps. 

InControl Touch Plus also debuts 
on top-drawer HSE Dynamic and 
Autobiography models, and adds sat- 
nav, an 11-speaker Meridian sound 
system, rear-seat entertainment, 
digital wireless headphones and 
dual-view screen functionality. 

Upgraded safety kit on the 
new Evoque includes Autonomous 
Emergency Braking, Lane-Keeping 
Assist, driver fatigue warning and 
all-new All-Terrain Progress Control. 

Buyers will get a choice of SE, 

HSE Dynamic and Autobiography 
trims, and while prices have yet 
to be confirmed, a spokesman 
said they’d be comparable with 
the current car’s. Deliveries will 
start in August, and the facelifted 
model’s arrival is expected to be 
followed closely by the launch 
of the Evoque Convertible. 


fitted with projector lamps and 
move with steering wheel inputs. 

Also, as part of the visual nip 
and tuck, the Evoque has even more 
distinctive LED daytime running lights 
which include LED indicators, a more 
muscular-looking front bumper with 
larger air intakes and slimmer 
foglamps, and two new mesh grille 
designs. To the rear, there’s a new 
spoiler with an integrated LED third 
brake light, new tail-lamps with 
LED daytime running lights and 
a ‘hands free' electric tailgate. 

Customers can pick from a greater 
range of paint finishes, too: Waitomo 
Grey Premium Metallic and Baltoro 
Ice Metallic join the ranks, bringing 
the colour choices to 13. Plus, there 
are six new alloy wheel designs. 

Inside, there are three new colour 
combinations, new seats and more 
leather-covered surfaces, plus revised 
dials including a new TFT display 
between the speedo and rev counter. 

The cosmetic changes clothe 
more important developments 
underthe skin, though. The 


TOP SELLER Current car is 
hugely FMipular, so changes aim 
to build on its winning formula 
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News 


Hyundai Tucson 


I 


1 .' 


Graham Hope 

Gi aham_Hope@dennis.co.uk 


Reborn Tucson 

■ Compact SUV set for Geneva show debut ■ Replaces ix35; will target Nissan Qashqai 


n* HYUNDAI has taken the wraps off its 
jll latest mid-size SUV, which will be its 
star attraction at next week’s Geneva 
Motor Show - and it’s got a new name 
to match the dynamic new look. 

The all-new Tucson will go on sale in 
September, taking over from the current 
ix35 and reviving a badge not seen here 
since 2009. Explaining the new name, 
UK CEO Tony Whitehorn told us: “This is 
not a direct replacement for the ix35 - it 
is a complete step change. The Tucson 
name aligns it more closely with the 
Santa Fe, so we’ve more of an SUV family.” 

The design is more athletic than on 
the ix35, with a ‘shark nose’ front, 
sharper lines, shorter overhangs and a 
sleeker A-pillar angle. Yet it still retains 
familiar Hyundai styling traits, such as 
the swept-back LED headlamps and the 
latest incarnation of the hexagonal front 
grille, which has plenty of chrome in an 
attempt to give it a more prestige feel. 

The dynamic look continues in profile, 
with sculpted sides, ‘directional’ 
wheelarches - intended to give the car 
a dynamic look when stationary - and 
a noticeably small rear screen. At the 
rear, boomerang-shaped lights give 
the Tucson a recognisable signature. 

Size-wise, the Tucson is 65mm longer 
and 30mm widerthan the ix35, with 
30mm added to the wheelbase. 


Space 

Passenger space is improved all-round 
thanks to a new platform - to be shared 
with Kia’s new Spoilage - but bootspace 
has been reduced from 591 litres to 516 
litres. That figure is still competitive with 
the big hitters in the class, however, 
beating Ihe Nissan Qashqai by 85 litres. 

Inside, there’s a marked jump in 
quality, with higher-grade materials and 
extra comfort and connectivity features, 
controlled via a seven-inch touchscreen. 
Optional equipment includes ventilated 
seats and a more advanced self-parking 
system, while autonomous braking and a 
rear traffic alert system are also available. 

The engine range will be compliant 
with Euro VI emissions rules and includes 
two petrol units: a 1.6 GDI with 133bhp, 
or 173bhp with a turbo. Both come with 
a six-speed manual, while the latter is 
also offered with a seven-speed auto. 

Three diesels are available - 
a 113bhp 1.7 and a 2.0-litre 
unit in two power outputs: 

133bhp or ISObhp. These 
can be paired with either 
a six-speed manual or 
a six-speed auto. Initially, 
all five engines are likely 
to be offered in Britain. 

Two and four-wheel- 
drive Tucsons will be 
available, with 4WD likely to 
be offered on the 2.0 diesel. 

Given the car's move upmarket, 
a price rise over the ix35, which 
starts at £17,000, seems inevitable. 


■OFFICIAL 


BOLD FRONT 

Hexagonal grille is familiar, 
but heavy use of chrome 
marks Tucson out. Overall 
shape is more athletic 
than on ix35 it replaces 
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"This is a complete step change. The 
Tucson name aligns it more closely with 
tile Santa Fe, so we've an SUV family" 


Tony Whitehorn Hyundai UK CEO 


oins SUV fray 



'Inside there's a marked jump 
, in quality, with higher-grade 
materials and extra features" 


Hyundai Tucson 


News! 


GENEVA'S SUV STARS 


Tucson is one of a host of SUVs at next week's show... 



Renault Kadjar Based largely on sister company 
Nissan’s Qashqai, Renault’s new crossover combines 
stylish looks with some clean petrol and diesel engines. 



Honda HR-V The HR-V will return as one of the 
largest crossovers in its class. A 453-litre boot, efficient 
engines plus Honda’s Magic Seats set-up are highlights. 



InfinitiQXBO Although still a concept, the QX30 
will arrive early next year, based on the Mercedes A-Class 
platform. It’ll be produced at Nissan’s Sunderland plant. 



Mitsubishi concept A 2WD plug-in hybrid 

concept will debut at Geneva from Mitsubishi. It’ll sit 
beneath the Outlander PHEVwhen it makes production. 



Suzuki iK-2 Concept Previewing a future 

supermini-SUVfrom Suzuki, the iK-2 concept promises 
to be larger and more practical than the Swift. 
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Mercedes G 500 4x4^ 


We drive AMG 6x6 reborn as 4x4 


Mercedes G 500 4x4^ Concept 


Price: 

TBC 

Engine: 

4.0-litre V8 twin-turbo 

Power: 

416bhp 

Transmission: 

Seven-speed automatic, 
four-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

7.0 seconds (est) 

Top speed: 

130mph 

Economy: 

N/A 

CO 2 : 

N/A 

ON SALE 

Late 2015 (est) 



STYLING Each vast 22-inch alloy wheel 
can be wrapped in extreme off-road tyres 
or on rubber better suited to the road 




Kyle Fortune 

jil THE Mercedes G-Class might be 36 
years old, but it’s enjoying its dotage 
disgracefully. First came the mad AMG 
6x6; now there’s a four-wheeled relation. 
This jacked-up beast is called the G 500 
4x4^, and unlike the 6x6, of which 100 
were sold at a whopping £370,000 
each, it’s still officially a concept. 

To create that massive increase in 
ride height, there’s the same portal axle 
system as on the 6x6, giving 450mm of 
ground clearance and a wading depth 
of up to a metre - double that of the 
standard G-Class. Each of the 22-inch 
wheels has a pair of adaptive dampers, 
with Sport or Comfort modes available. 

In the wild, there’s nothing that’ll 
stop it, especially if you spec the more 
extreme off-road tyre package - although 
that limits the car’s on-road ability and 
cuts top speed from 130mph to 99mph. 

Add the road tyres, and thanks to 
a 30cm increase in track, the 4x4^ is 
surprisingly agile on tarmac, cornering 
with ability that’s at odds with its 
height and mass. The steering takes 
awhile to react, but the car tucks in 
enthusiastically when it does - bettering 
its conventional relations in bends as 
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well as off-road. Under the G 500’s 
head-high bonnet is an off-road- 
enhanced version of the AMG GTs 
4.0-litre bi-turbo V8 engine, with 
416bhp and masses of torque. 

It drives all four wheels through 
three selectable diffs and via a slightly 
sluggish seven-speed auto box. It 
sounds superb, though, thanks to four 
pipes exiting just in front of the rear 
wheels. The interior retains the same 
old-world feel of all G-Class cars, 
yet is even more lavishly trimmed. 

The G 500 4x4^ is set to debut at next 
week’s Geneva Motor Show, and Merc 
says it’s already made four for evaluation, 
so production really is an inevitability - 
although how many it will build and how 
much each will cost remains to be seen. 


^ Verdict 

A MAD take on an off-road 
icon that drives better than 
its less extreme relations, 
the G 500 4x42 is likely to 
have people rushing to buy 
it, given the 6x6’s success. 


Rolls confirms first-ever 
SUV is on way for 2017 


THE speculation is over: Rolls-Royce 
has confirmed it will produce an SUV 
to battle the Bentley Bentayga. 

The news follows our exclusive 
images in Issue 1,288, showing how 
the car could look. An open letter 
from chairman Peter Schwarzenbauer 
and CEO Torsten Muller-Otvds states 
**we will take our time in developing 
and perfecting this new concept in 
luxury”, but a launch date in 2017 
seems likely, after the introduction 
of the new Wraith Drophead and 
before the flagship 



Phantom is replaced. The letter calls 
it a “seminal moment in Rolls-Royce’s 
111-year journey” and describes the 
model as “a high-bodied car, with 
an all-new aluminium architecture”. 

It refers to the SUV as “a car that 
offers the luxury of a Rolls-Royce in 
a vehicle that can cross any terrain” 
and “a car that reflects Rolls-Royce’s 
brand promise of effortless luxury”. 

The driving force behind the car 
has been customer demand, plus 
a thirst to innovate. Rolls claims. 
Details on the mechanicals are still 
under wraps, but expect a retuned 
VI 2 engine and a new plug-in hybrid 
powertrain. Four-wheel drive will 
be standard, as will a luxuriously 
appointed interior. The price is set 
to be some way above the Bentley’s 
- starting from at least £250,000. 

We showed how SUV could look 
j in Issue 1,288; now it's confirmed 
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You make us make better cars, like the New Carens 'SR7’ 

Special edition. You want the great features like 7-seats, privacy 
glass and reversing sensors and yog want it alt fora mere£18,105 
including £1,700 customer saving. You asked for it, you got it. 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/lOOkm) for the New Kia Carens 'SR7' Special edition are; Urban 33,6 (S.4) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra 
Urban 53.3 (5.3) - 67.3 (4.2), Combined 44.1 (6.4) - 61.4 (4.6). COj emissions are 149-120 g/km. mpg figures official aj test figures for 

corripar^tive purposes and may not reftect r^l driving resuHs Model shown^ Carens '5R7' Special edition 1,6 GOi 1 33Wip G-speed manual iSG @ t18J05 inclycPng metallic paN: 

@ £S10 and £1,700 CLEtom^ saving. Non off^ prks £19,805. CiEtomEr saving vary by model de'ivative. Specification Is subi^ to change without notice Price correct at time 
of going to press. Log onto Jdaxo.uk/sr? for full details. 1 year / 100,000 mSe manufacturer's warranty, for terms and EMdusions visit www.kta.oo.uk. Offer not available with any 
other offer Retail sales only. Subject to availability on vehicles negistefed between 07/01 /201 5 and 31/03/2015. Rnaoce subject to status. Terms and oonditioos apply, 18*s or over. 
Guarantee/indemnity may be required, 10% minimum deposit Further ch^iges may be made subject to the condtion or mile^ of the vebide Btcess mileage char^ 14.9p per mie 
You wil not own ttio vehicte urtti ol poymerTb ore modn, 25, 11 or 37 month term. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (j) Renew: Part exchange the veNde (ii) Retain: 
Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (Ilf) Return the vehicle, Kia Motors RnarxE RH1 ISR. 







New Honda )azz 


Wraps off classier, cui 

■ Honda reveals stylish, spacious new supermini ahead of Geneva ■ More safety kit, and promises improved refinement 


Ric 


Richard Ingram 

Rich^irdJngram@dennis.co.uk 
@cuttjngs 


n; HONDA has revealed the third- 
jlS generation Jazz ahead of its debut 
at the Geneva Motor Show next week, 
and it’ll arrive in the UK in the summer, 
nearly 18 months after going on sale 
in japan badged as the Fit. 

The company has hailed the 
supermini’s design as “bold yet 
sophisticated”, with unrivalled interior 
space and versatility. It also claims 
better refinement, advanced safety 
and an improved infotainment system. 

While still recognisable as a jazz, the 
car is curvier and less boxy than before. It 
has a familiar Honda nose and gloss black 
grille, plus a steeply raked windscreen, 
high window line and sharp rear end. 

Inside, the dash uses higher-grade 
materials, with contrasting upholstery 
and polished chrome accents. All 
models feature a multifunction 
steering wheel, with a five or seven- 
inch display, depending on trim. 

Top-spec cars offering the seven-inch 
touchscreen employ smartphone-style 
‘pinch, swipe and tap’ functionality, 
running on the Android operating system. 
The jazz also offers a MirrorLink set-up, 
giving access to real-time traffic news, 
weather and Internet radio via owners’ 
Android phones. Further apps are 
available from Honda’s App Centre, 
including an integrated Garmin sat-nav. 

The Jazz will be based on Honda’s 
new supermini platform, and will share 
underpinnings with the HR-V crossover 
(Issue 1,358). Cleverly packaging the 
fuel tank under the front seats frees up 
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floor space in the back - allowing the 
inclusion of Honda’s latest Magic Seat 
system, which lets you fold seat bases 
forward to make room for tall objects. 

From launch, the new jazz will get an 
efficient 102bhp 1.3-litre i-VTEC petrol 
engine, complete with a new six-speed 
manual box or optional CVT. It also has 
lighter suspension components and a 
longer wheelbase for a more comfortable 
ride, while the electric power-steering is 
said to give more feedback to the driver. 

Honda is eyeing a five-star Euro NCAP 
rating, and all but the most basic jazz get 
the Advanced Driver Assist System as 
standard. This includes forward collision 
warning, lane departure warning, traffic 
sign recognition and high-beam assist. 
Active city braking is standard, too. 

The jazz is due on sale in the summer, 
and prices will be announced closer to 
then. We expect a hybrid to appear later, 
but a Europe-friendly diesel is unlikely. 


"Although it's still rea^nisable as a Jazz, the new 
supermini is curvier and less boxy than before" 


..And 208 freshens up for show, too 


ANOTHER new supermini taking to the 
stage in Geneva will be the refreshed 
Peugeot 208. It benefits from a subtle 
redesign, as well as more efficient 
engines and new trim levels, and 
is due in showrooms in June. 

Efficiency upgrades now mean 
the 208 is the most efficient non- 
hybrid on sale in Europe when fitted 
with the updated 1.6 BlueHDi diesel - 
Peugeot claims 94mpg-plus, and just 
79g/km of CO 2 . All other engines now 
comply with Euro VI emissions 
regulations, while a new llObhp 
three-cylinder 1.2-litre VTi petrol 
engine has also been added to the 
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range. The facelift brings along a 
sharper front bumper with separate 
foglamps and a wider grille. New two- 
tone headlamps with a revised LED 
light signature are standard on all 
models from Active trim and above. 

At the rear, the LED tail-lamps are 
reshaped, while new 16 or 17-inch 
alloy wheel designs are offered 
across the range. 

Other changes include 
the introduction of two 
new trim levels: GT-Line 
and GTi by Peugeot 
Sport. The latter has 
been inspired by the 


208 GTi 30th Anniversary Edition 
(Page 44), and brings a wider track, 
lowered ride height and Torsen front 
differential. The trim can only be added 
to GTi models, which also now feature 
a more powerful 205bhp 1.6-litre turbo. 



New Honda Jazz 


News! 



208 GT line 


MORE TECH 

Screen has MirrorLink 
Function, plus owners 
can download apps; 
rear is now sharper 


OmOAL 


SHARPER LOOK New 

front bumper, wider grille 
freshen up 208 , as do the 
reshaped LED tail-lights 


iO lB I # 

^ / 5 


rvler new Honda 


HEW LOOK 

Citfvter shape hides 
all-new supermini 
platform, plus 1.3 
i-VTEC engine 


Inside, leather steering wheel is now standard-fit on Active models upwards 
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Aston Martin Vulcan 


'800bhp-plus' Aston Vi 


■ £1.5iii hypercar to debut at 
Geneva; only 24 will be built 




Jack Rix 

JacLRix@dennis.co.uk 
@jack_rix 


ry; ASTON Martin is taking on the 
jll McLaren PI GTR and Ferrari FXXK 
with a track-only hypercar of its own. 
Called the Vulcan, it’s loosely based on 
the roadgoing One-77, but with the V12 
engine turned up to “800bhp-plus” and 
an asking price of around £1.5million. 

It will debut on Aston’s Geneva Motor 
Show stand next week, with the first 
public demonstration laps scheduled 
for the Le Mans 24 Hours in June. Just 
24 examples will be built in total. 

The sensational new shape is 
completely bespoke, with its ultra-wide 
track, huge rear wing and extreme aero 
package. Air vents in the bonnet are 
there to cool the immense engine, while 
the slash from the front wheelarch along 
the flanks is a new idea for the brand. 

There are elements of the new DBIO 
concept in the low-set front grille and 
headlights, suggesting the Vulcan isn’t 
only to shock and awe - it points towards 
the upcoming DB9 and V8 Vantage, too. 

Based around a lightly modified 
version of the One-77’s carbon-fibre tub, 
the Vulcan counters the hi-tech hybrid 
set-ups used by Ferrari and McLaren 
with a more traditional front-engined, 
rear-wheel-drive layout. The VI 2 is a 
naturally-aspirated unit tuned to over 
800bhp, channelling its power through 
an Xtrac six-speed sequential box. 

The Vulcan also gets a limited-slip 
differential, a carbon prop shaft and 
carbon-ceramic brakes. Unique Michelin 
tyres cover 19-inch alloy wheels 



"The V12 is tuned to over SOObhp, channelling its 
power through an Xtrac sbt-speed sequential box" 
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STYLING Vulcan is a striking car, with its 
low-set grille and huge rear wing. Slash from 
the front wheelarch is a new Aston touch 

controlled by advanced pushrod 
suspension with adjustable dampers. 

Overall weight is just 1,350kg, 
thanks partly to a stripped-out interior 
smothered in carbon fibre, Alcantara 
and titanium. A full digital display sits 
behind a semi-circular steering wheel. 
Plus, Aston claims it’s “almost infinitely 
flexible in terms of colour and trim”. 

All 24 owners will also be offered 
the opportunity to improve their driving 
skills under the tutelage of Aston Martin 
Racing’s Le Mans-winning Darren Turner. 



More power for Bentley's upgraded Conti 





Conti gets 
new, more 
aggressive 
front bumper, 
while at the 
rear, bootlid 
is reshaped 


ANOTHER big-hitter joining the swathes 
of high-performance metal at next 
week’s Geneva Motor Show will be 
the facelifted Bentley Continental GT. 

The brand has focused on “sharpening 
the GTs on-road presence”, with a 
more aggressive front bumper featuring 
new air intakes and the rear end now 


incorporating a reshaped bootlid, plus a 
new bumper and diffuser arrangement. 
The range of colour and wheel options 
available has been expanded, too. 

Inside, the Bentley will have new 
leather seat patterns, with diamond 
quilting now featuring on the 616bhp 
GT Speed (pictured). There are also 


chrome fixtures and black inserts on the 
centre console, while the instruments 
feature updated dials and graphics. 

Power from the 6.0-litre W12 engine 
has been upped from 567bhp to 582bhp, 
with torque up 20Nm to 720Nm. Cylinder 
deactivation technology - allowing the 
car to run on only six cylinders under 


light throttle - has also helped to 
improve efficiency by five per cent. 

Alongside the W12, the 4.0 twin- 
turbo V8 engine remains unchanged, 
producing SOObhp in the standard 
model and 521bhp in the S. Bentley 
will also debut a refreshed version 
of the Flying Spur at Geneva. 
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Aston Martin Vulcan 


News 




Q£A 


MAREK REICHMAN 


Aston Martin design director 

Q Why build a car like 
this, and why now? 

A “Building on what 
we’ve achieved in racing is 
important and we’ve seen a 
trend over the last nine to 
12 months that One-77s 
are selling for way above 
the list price. You’ve seen 
the Vantage GT3 - this 
is the next step. Other 
manufacturers have shown 
there’s a market for this 
sort of thing. I don’t want 
to say that ours is more 
analogue, but we’re 
certainly doing things 
a little differently.” 

Q How similar is the 
Vulcan to the One-77? 

A “We used the One-77 
moulds for the carbon tub, 
but modified them to make 
the engine mountings 
lower and accommodate 
the gearbox and roll cage. 
Beyond that, it’s a case 
of making sure the whole 
chassis is in tune with 
its lighter 1,350kg 
weight and with around 
lOObhp more power.” 


Q What does the Vulcan 
tell us about future Astons? 

A “Both the Vulcan and 
DBIO hint at the future face 
of Aston Martin, but what 
we’ll see is that the next 
DB9 is more gentile and 
the next V8 Vantage is 
more aggressive; we want 
a wider spread of products. 
The new DB9 will be tech- 
led, too. We’ve never 
invested so much in a new 
product, and there’s our tech 
partnership with Mercedes.” 

Q Since Andy Palmer took 
over as CEO, things seem 
to be moving quickly. Have 
you ever been this busy? 

A “I just had a chat with 
Andy and a customer who’s 
interested in the Vulcan, 
and I said the thing about 
Aston is the glass isn’t half- 
empty any more; it’s half- 
full. Andy turned to me and 
said: “No, it’s overflowing!” 
We had a plan in place 
before Andy, but he’s a 
guru for product planning. 
He’s taking the company’s 
soul and moving it on.” 


■ AMG GT RACER TEASED 

MERCEDES has released a mean- 
looking teaser image of the new 
track-only Mercedes-AMG GT3 racer. 

Very few details have been 
confirmed so far, but we do know 
it will debut at the Geneva Motor 
Show next week, and could inspire 
a more extreme AMG GT Black 
Series for the road. Mercedes’ last 
GT3 racer was based on the SLS 
coupe and achieved 182 overall 
victories, 98 pole positions and 
930 top 10 positions across a 
variety of global racing series. 
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jensen Interceptor on way back 






Reborn British brand plans new GT, and then Interceptor 


LEGENDARY British sports car maker Jensen has risen from 
the ashes and announced it’ll be building a new car to be 
launched next year, followed by a new Interceptor. 

A new company called the Jensen Group will launch 
the GT in 2016. It’ll be powered by a General Motors 
665bhp 6.4-litre supercharged V8, and based on a 
bespoke spaceframe chassis. The GT will come as 
a two-seater or as a 2 - 1 - 2 , and promises a luxurious 
cabin, with leather and Alcantara trim. All cars will 
be built to order and cost in the region of £350,000. 

The GT will be built in collaboration with Jensen 
International Automotive QlA) - a company better known 
for its modified Interceptor R model. And while neither 
Jensen Group nor JIA is connected to the original Jensen 
Car Co. Ltd, the announcement will be good news for Jensen 
fans, as the GT will be the first car to bear the famous 
name since the car maker ceased trading in 2002. The 
model is being treated as a stopgap until a brand new 
Interceptor is created. It is also set to appear in 2016. 
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There has never been a better time to go enjoy a brand new MG. 
From only £0,3^ OTR the MG3 has loads of exciting extras 
as standard induding distinctive LED ckytime running lights and 
USB/AUX input With over one million personalised combinations 
to discover, you really will get more MG for your money. 

Or why not test-drive the stylish and fully equipped MG6? 
Excellent handling, spacious interior and plenty of gadgets 
are only a few of the reasons to go large. 


MG6 


OTR 


MG3 From £8,399 I 


Pnom 


£16,995 


OTR 


GET HOPE HG FOR YOUR HOHEY. Go find your dealer at mg.co.uk 


MG3 FuaI eottiUnptliHi mpg (l/IOOkm) f^r MG3 RangAc Urban: 3T,T (7.5), Extra Urban 5T.6 (4.f>, CottibItiAcI 48^7 (S.a>, C02 Eml&slou L3A g/km. MG6 Fual 
Consumption mpg 0/1 00km): DTi-TECH Urban: 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban: 64.2 (4.4), Magnette: 59.0 (4.4), Combined: 57.6 (4.9). C02 Mass Emission (Combined) 129 g/km. 

Models shown - MG3 3FORM 3*ORJ in Stuck on Blue with White Trophy Stripe at £10,203. MG6 DTi-TECH TSE in Regal Red at £19,995. Metallic paint an optional extra at £395. On the road price of £8,399 applies to the MG3 3TIME with no optional extras. 
On the road price of £ 1 6,995 applies to the MG6 DTi-TECH S with no optional extras. On the road (OTR) prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 1 2 months’ Vehicle Excise Duty. From prices shown exclude 
optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packages. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official ED test results and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect actual driving results. For more information on MG3 and 
MG6 please visit mg.co.uk 



Call for action on LPG 


Drivers back LPG, but 
industry calls for help 


omoAL 


“Ttie avera^Q price of 
lust 61p per litre, 

Seael is &1.1B 
*1 08 - so it’s Olsar drivers 
oovild make huge savings at 
the pumps if they converted 
their cars to run on gas 



"If LPG was supported by manufacturers and the 
Government, then more people might buy it" 

Paul Oxford Autogas business development manager 


■ Over a quarter of motorists 
in our survey would switch 

CIvteEbbs 

■> , W Chris»_Etibs@dennis.co.uk 
I i@AE_Consumer 

jyZ MORE than a quarter of drivers in 
aU the UK would consider converting 
their car to liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), 
according to an Auto Express survey. 

The alternative fuel is widely available 
in the UK, at 1,400 filling stations, and 
could save customers £100s in costs. 

In an autoexpre55.co.ul<po[[ last week, 
26 per cent of the near-1,500 respondents 
said they’d think about switching. But 
poor promotion and concerns from car 
buyers and owners over conversions mean 
that LPG is a niche choice here, with only 
around 155,000 vehicles running on it. 

Asked why LPG hadn’t taken off in the 
UK, Paul Oxford, business development 
manager for Autogas, said: “There is an 
awareness Issue. But we need greater 
Government and manufacturer support.” 

A Society of Motor Man ufacturers 
and Traders (SMMT) spokesman added: 
“The infrastructure for plug-in vehicles 
in the UK is currently benefiting from 
significant investment and developing 
rapidly, which is not the case for LPG.” 

A number of brands already offer LPG 
cars in the rest of Europe, though, so 
Oxford believes it just needs UK backing. 
He said: “On the Continent, 17 makers 
offer LPG cars. It’s a confidence thing. If it 
was supported by manufacturers and the 
Government, more people might buy it.” 

Autogas launched a programme of 
certified fitters for conversions recently. A 


conversion takes around two days and 
costs between £1,200 and £1,600. 

LPG costs 61 p per litre on average, so 
a driver covering 10,000 miles a year In a 
50mpg diesel (£1.15 per litre) could save 
£491 annually - and recoup the cost of 
the conversion in between 29 and 37 


months. LPG also brings a small saving 
on road tax. The hope is that LPG cars 
could eventually make up 2.5 per cent of 
those on UK roads, according to Oxford. 

“It’s a niche market, but it’s a sizeable 
one,” he said. “We think 600,000 is an 
achievable target with the right support.” 


— 

news 
in brief 



Toyota's fresh face 
for Brit-built Auris 

TOYOTA has pulled the wraps off 
its revamped Auris hatch (above) 
and Touring Sports estate. 

As well as a lightly refreshed 
exterior with a new grille design, 
the Ford Focus rival - set to debut 
in the flesh at next week’s Geneva 
Motor Show - will get an upgraded 
cabin with new materials and the 
latest active safety technology. 

The brand also promises a 
new range of petrol and diesel 
engines to boost performance and 
efficiency. Expect to see the new 
Auris in dealers in the summer. 

New i20 Coupe to 
start at under £13k 

HYUNDAI has released full pricing 
and specs for its new i20 Coupe. 
Set to go on sale at the end of 
March, the three-door supermini 
starts at £12,725 in SE trim with 
an 83bhp 1.2-litre petrol engine. 

It’s also available with an 89bhp 
1.4 CRDi diesel, which starts from 
£14,725. SE brings 16-inch alloys, 
Bluetooth, cruise control and 
parking sensors, while top-spec 
Sport Nav gets a new seven-inch 
touchscreen, sat-nav and a DAB 
radio, and costs from £14,400. 

Labour to abolish 
stealth cameras 

THE use of speed cameras as 
‘cash cows’ and hidden grey 
‘stealth’ cameras would be banned 
under a Labour Government, 
according to shadow transport 
secretary Michael Dugher. 

The claim came after it was 
announced speed cameras on 
new ‘smart’ motorways would 
remain grey as standard practice. 
Labour also wants legislation to 
ensure councils are only targeting 
accident black spots rather than 
making huge profits through 
the use of speed cameras. 


Cee'd gets the GT look for less 

KIA will reveal a racy new GT Line trim engine. It offers llSbhp and 172Nm of to 131bhp. Torque is up by 20Nm, too, to 

for its Cee’d range at next week’s Geneva torque, and Kia says it’ll em it less CO 2 285Nm, but the brand says buyers should 

Motor Show. Offering the look of the GT than the existing 1.6 petrol. Expect a see improvements in CO 2 as well, 

hot hatch for less cash, it will appear figure of less than 1 20g/km, as well Also new to the Cee’d is a seven- 

here towards the end of this year. as fuel economy of 55mpg-plus. speed dual-clutch auto, which should 

Bigger news for the Cee’d is a new Kia has also boosted the power of cut running costs over the current six- 

1.0-litre three-cylinder turbo petrol the 1.6-litre CRDi diesel from 126bhp speed torque converter auto box. 
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McLaren 675LT 


675LT takes aim at 458 Speciale 




I Extreme coupe set to debut 
I 0-62mph in 2.9s; 205mph 




Jonattian Burn 

Jonartian_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
i.,', @jonathan_burn 


McLAREN’S headline act at next 


1 week’s Geneva Motor Show will 
be the sizzling new 675LT. Designed 
as the most extreme roadgoing model 
in McLaren’s Supersedes, the 
newcomer will take aim at the Ferrari 
458 Speciale and is likely to have a 
price tag in the region of £260,000. 

Based around the McLaren 650S, the 
675 Longtail has been comprehensively 
re-engineered, with a third of its parts 
modified to suit its track-focused nature. 
Visual updates over the 650S are 
modest, with a subtly reshaped front 
bumper featuring a new carbon fibre 
front splitter, while at the rear a new 
active ‘Longtail’ airbrake and titanium 
dual exhaust system have been added. 

The part carbon and aluminium body 
has now been completely 
replaced with lightweight 
carbon fibre, resulting in a 
100kg weight reduction. That 
brings the weight down to 
1,230kg, making it 60kg 
lighter than the 458 Speciale. 

Power from the 3.8-litre 
twin-turbo is increased from 
641bhp to 666bhp. Up to 
50 per cent of the internals 
from the 650S’s engine have 
been replaced, with new turbos, a new 
exhaust manifold and updated cylinder 
heads all added. The result is 0-62mph 
in 2.9 seconds, and a top speed of 
205mph - 0.1 seconds and 3mph 
quicker than its 458 Speciale arch-rival. 

The changes continue inside, with 
McLaren adding a pair of race-derived 


carbon fibre bucket seats trimmed in 
Alcantara. The 675LT will be offered 
in five ‘By McLaren’ specifications 
featuring matching interior and exterior 
trim. However, it will only be offered 
as a coupe, with confirmation on 
pricing and a production run expected 
following its debut at the Geneva show. 



As 987bhp PI GTR hits th e track 


ALONGSIDE the 675 LT at Geneva, McLaren will reveal the stripped-out, track- 
only PI GTR. ItTl debut in the iconic yellow and green livery inspired by the 
FI Le Mans racer, and only 35 examples will be built at £1.9million apiece. 

The headline upgrades are a dramatic aero kit, 50kg weight reduction and 
more powerful, 987bhp 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8. The PI GTR also benefits from 
a 10 per cent improvement in downforce, and all 35 customers will get a place 
on a McLaren driver programme to help them extract the car’s full potential. 


Fastest-ever Octavia blasts in 




New diesel engine for 
Mitsubishi's next L200 


SKODA’S stand at next week’s Geneva 
Motor Show might be centered around 
the new Superb, but a more powerful 
version of the Octavia vRS hot hatch 
called the vRS 230 will also be unveiled. 

Set to go on sale in June, the special- 
edition model will sit alongside the 
standard vRS, but receives a raft of 
upgrades. A power increase of lObhp 
from the 2.0-litre turbo brings the hot 
Octavia’s total to 226bhp, with a front 
limited-slip diff fitted as standard. 

A similar performance upgrade 
is also available for the Octavia’s 
sister car, the Golf GTI, so expect the 
same £1,000 price premium to be 
carried over to the new Skoda, too. 

As a result, the car’s 0-62mph sprint 
time has been cut by 0.1 seconds to 



6.7 seconds, and the top speed has 
increased by Imph - from 154mph 
to 155mph - making it the fastest 
production Octavia ever made. 

Also on the Skoda stand in Geneva 
will be a special-edition Monte Carlo 
version of the Fabia hatchback. 


vRS 230 gets a 
power increase 
of lObhp and 
a top speed 
of ISSmph 



MITSUBISHI has announced details on its all-new, 
fifth-generation L200 pick-up. Visual changes 
have been kept to a minimum, with a new chrome 
grille and LED daytime running lights added. 

A new 2.4-litre turbodiesel engine replaces the 
old 2.5-litre unit, with 151bhp and 178bhp versions 
available. Sales are set to begin this summer. 
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NISSAN 


Innovation 
that excites 


GADGETRY THAT 
SAYS ‘NASA’. 


NO BLACK HOLE 
IN YOUR FINANCES. 


HAVE 


IT ALL 



NISSAN QASHQAI DIG-T 115 N-TEC+ 

£219 A MONTH 


Now wHh 3 Years' Free Servicing^ 

Seato inspired by NASA research to give ultimate comfort** 

New NiesanConnecl 7" touch screen navigation d entertaifinrient system’ 
Intelligent with push button start 


WHATCAR? 


Caroftte 
Year 2015 

aaMBuU SUV 


pcp REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Nissan.co.uk/haveitall 


36 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 

ON THE 

ROAD 

GASH PRICE 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSrr 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRI8UTION 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

RATE OF 
INTEREST 
PA* (HXED) 

4.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 

£2ia 

£22,260 

£4.S70.64 

£1,000 

£16,279.36 

37 MONTHS 

£10,365 

£24,209.64 

4.9% 


Qashqai Range: URBAN 37.Z-67impg (7.MJL;iaikm}, DORA URBAN SSJ-TEBmpg (5.1-3JiL/1QQkm), COMBINED 47.1-74.3m|ig (6.[M.BmQ0l(m), CO 2 emissians 138-99g/kin. 

OTtr wJd wd s: Niret mi Mn oi^ ni uldct ti wUcIi miUWi. fluict imliU b) Ml FIsiikU ItrvitH UnW. m Bn 1(1, WitM WBTT IM. Sitfect h t»tu GumnH tni IndiimlltH tny t» Itai nut it K lun It ni • 

JK rulitM (ud<i^ IJa iite If Hm lid Chuint lituii). Taint ui untllfeM ikut lUt tmKJinwdhiwuiflwis^^ ■ )iw kuS Mv tii fll inlL iSSM DEFIKIT [(MIItteunDII OF St JU IE Bliy HMtUBU WHEI OUO H 4M VR Ftp mSSM 
PMMCE PRSDJCT. OTw biiad an i^OO mill ■oni niiagt pr HiiL OTIn ml niiMi k atijidclNn iciatm iHn. iMida prki Indidaa tit fii |li!l i ahj i te ni tl itnPUi' rad hiiri lam. 1(1% lai ‘UtonCcMicl anba iilai oil b da a Cbyn iMi 
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Bodyshop shock 


Drivers face bodyshop shortfall 



I Warnings of repair deiays 
and increase in premiums 


JoeFinnerty 

Joe_,fifi™Mty@dennis.co.uk 
/ @AE_Consumer 


A SHORTFALL in bodyshops will see 
1 motorists waiting longer for crash 
damage repairs and could hike insurance 
premiums, a new report predicts. 

The numberof car body repair 
shops has decreased by a third over 
the past decade, with another 10 per 
cent expected to disappear by 2020, 
according to research by Trend Tracker. 

That’ll leave a repair capacity 
deficit in the UK, creating backlogs 
and frustrating delays for owners while 
also increasing the cost to insurers. 

The rapid decline in bodyshops is 
down to a lack of demand, as motorists 
have driven fewer miles and had fewer 
accidents in the past 10 years. 

The expense of running a body repair 
garage that’s not used regularly has seen 
franchises switch to on-site servicing. 
They now favour using smart repair teams 
to carry out second-hand refurbishments. 

Safety improvements such as ABS, 
standard in the EU since 2007, have 
also contributed to falling accident 
rates, while extra congestion means 
high-speed accidents are rarer, too. 

Drivers are therefore less likely to 
claim for smaller crashes they’re involved 
in, as it’s more cost effective to protect 
a no-claims bonus and avoid paying a 
policy excess. Policy excess is much 
higher than before, with comparison 
websites often offering better deals 
for higher compulsory and voluntary 


excess. Trend Tracker’s Robert Macnab 
said the number of repairs needed is 
forecast to begin increasing by 2020, 
due to the number of people on the 
road rising again as motoring costs fall. 
And while insurers were spoilt for choice 
in 2004, quality bodyshops are now rarer. 

Technical advances in car production 
with new materials and hybrid tech 
mean the average cost of a repair will 


OFFICIAL 


"Expense of running a 
body repair garage that's ' 
not used regularly has 
seen franchised dealers 
switch to on-site servicing 
rather than bodywork" 


SHORTAGE A further 10 per cent of 
bodyshops are expected to disappear by 
2020, thus increasing wait times further 

rise, too. It leaves insurance companies 
with a decision on how to foot the bill. 

Macnab added: “The UK motor 
insurance market is highly competitive 
and attempts by insurers to raise 
premiums have often come unstuck.” 




Baby Lexus targets Audi A1 


New Suzuki Vitara names price 


LEXUS will reveal a premium supermini 
at the Geneva Motor Show. The LF SA 
concept (right) explores “unexpected 
territories for the brand” and is tipped 
to rival the Audi Al. It features Lexus’ 
striking grille and LED light signature. 



SUZUKI has announced prices for its new Vitara small 
SUV. On sale in April, it starts at £13,999 for the llSbhp 
1.6-litre petrol SZ4, with the 1.6-litre diesel costing from 
£16,999 in SZ-T spec. Base models get a DAB radio with 
Bluetooth, cruise control and air-con. Four-wheel drive 
is also offered on SZ5 versions for an extra £1,800. 


Mercedes' luxurious new Pullman stretches out 


THE luxury limo has been given a whole 
new definition by the new Mercedes- 
Maybach Pullman. A longer, plusher 
version of the Maybach S 600, the 6.5- 
metre car gets Rolls-Royce levels of 
opulence, and is targeting governments 
and royals with a £3 50,000-plus price. 

Set to debut at next week’s Geneva 
Motor Show, it celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the original 600 Pullman’s 
release. The front and rear are faithful 
to the current S-Class’ design, but a 


dividing section is housed between 
both sets of doors to boost length. 

Inside, four occupants sit facing 
each other in pairs on quilted, reclining 
leather seats, with an electronic partition 
window separating them from the driver. 
A central divider houses a champagne 
cooler and glass storage, while an 18.5- 
inch monitor rises beside the partition. 

The Pullman is powered by a 6.0-litre 
V12 bi-turbo engine, producing a huge 
522bhp and 830Nm of torque. 
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0% APR* ZERO DEPOSIT. 

REPRESENTATIVE 



MAZDA3 



Offer now includes £500 Mazda Deposit Contribution and is avaiiabie on Mazda Personal Contract 
Purchase. For more information or to book a test drive, search Mazda3. DEFY CONVENTiON. 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Mazda3 range; Urban 37.7 (7.5) - 60.1 (4.7), Extra Urban 
58.9 (4.8) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 48.7 (5.8) - 72.4 (3.9). COz emissions (g/km) 135 - 104. 

The mpg figures quoted ere sourced from offlclil E Unregulated test results obtained through laboratory testing, are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect 
your ictuil driving experience, Retail sales only, subject to vehicle avaMabillty for vehicles registered between 01,01, 1S and 31,03,15 at participating dealers. T(^c apply, *0% APR 
finance available on all Mazda3 models over 24, 30, 36 or 42 months. You will net own the vohicio until all paymiiits aro mado. Finance subject to status, Ids or over. Guaranteed 
Indemnity may ba raquired. Mazda Financial Strvlees RHl 15R. Medal ihewn: Miida3 1ZOps Sport Nav, OTR from £20,195. Modal shewn faaturoi optional Soul Rad Metallic paint 
(£660). OTR prlco Ineludat VAT, fiumbor plates, doKvoryi 12 months* road fund ikenco, nrst ragilstratton f*o, 3 year or 60^000 mile warranty and 3 years' European roadside 
aislstanea. Test drives subject to applicant status and availability. Details correct at time of going to print. Not available in conjunction with any other offer uniess specified. 



New Volkswagen CC 


VW's striking new CC sh( 


■ Four-door coupe based on 
Passat guns for CLS at Geneva 




Jondthan Burn 

Jona!han_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
□ @Jonathan_burn 



"Under svelte body, VW has confirmed a turbo petrol 
engine and two electric motors will provide the power" 


JJJl VW will give us a closer look at the 
jII replacement for the CC, with a bold 
four-door coupe concept set to debut 
at next week’s Geneva Motor Show. It’ll 
join the newTouran (opposite), Passat 
Alltrack and Sharan MPV on the stand 
when the doors open on 5 March. 

Seen here for the first time in official 
VW images, the as-yet-unnamed concept 
shows a clear relationship to the Passat, 
but features a more athletic body and 
coupe-like profile. At the front, a wide 
grille extends the width of the car and 
merges with sleek LED headlamps, 
while LED-framed airvents in the lower 
section of the front bumper and bulging 
arches exaggerate the car’s width. 

A strong shoulder line runs the 
length of the car, with a cascading 
rear end giving the four-door coupe a 
sports car-like stance. VW has stated 
the concept is the “champion of a new 
progressive VW design language”. 

Beneath the svelte body, VW has 
confirmed a turbocharged petrol engine 
and two electric motors will provide the 
power, with the concept also using an 
“innovative four-wheel-drive system”. 

More specific technical details 
are being kept under wraps until its 
Geneva debut, but a realistic propositon 
is an evolution of the powertrain in the 


Passat GTE (driven on Page 36) with an 
electric motor bolted on to each axle. 

judging by the styling and 
innovative tech on the new 
concept, it’s clear VW is 
attempting to push the 
next-generation CC further 
up the food chain and 
possibly closer to the 
Mercedes CLS as a result. 


Gorgeous new Audi estate swoops into view 


IT’S not just Volkswagen which has the 
coupe bug at Geneva, as sister brand 
Audi is also set to field a swoopy show- 
stopper on the stands in Switzerland. 

We brought you official digital 
images of the striking new Prologue 
Avant concept in Issue 1,358, but these 
latest pictures provide more detail. 

While there’s a clear visual 
resemblance to Audi’s current A6 Avant 
from the rear, the low roof height and 
sweeping window line are all-new. The 
car is proof that Audi is exploring other 
ways of designing estate models and 
is considering building load-luggers 
that major more on style than space - 
an approach rival Mercedes has found 
so much success with through its CLA 
and CLS Shooting Brake models. From 
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the front and waist down, the Prologue 
Avant clearly takes cues from the 
Prologue Concept seen at November’s 
LA Motor Show. A new ‘singleframe’ 
grille that’s stretched across the width 
of the car features, as do slim LED laser 
headlights - the next generation in 
lighting technology from Audi. 

More importantly, though, the car 
not only previews a future shooting 
brake estate, but how all Audis penned 
by design chief Marc Lichte will 
look in the coming years. 

There’s no word on 
what’s under the 
bonnet, but we 
reckon it’ll use the 
Prologue’s 4.0-litre 
twin-turbo V8. 


Prologue Avant has 
been revealed in more 
detail, and bold grille is 
flanked by laser lights 



New Volkswagen CC 


News 


apes up for show 


BOLD LOOK Official 
images show athletic 
shape for imminent 
CC replacement 
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Mat 

Watson 

Mat_Watson@dennis.co.uk 
)@mat_watson 
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...Bigger, bener Touran loads 
up on space and quality, too 


THE more practical new Volkswagen 
on display in Geneva will be the latest 
Touran MPV, which gets a revised look, 
new tech and improved cabin materials. 

It’s marked out by LED headlamps and 
fresh bumpers, while under the skin, it’s 
based on the MQB platform. This means 
it gains 130mm in length, making the 
five-seat model the most spacious car 
in its class, with a 1,040-litre boot. A 
seven-seat version is also available. 

The engines are 19 per cent more 
efficient on average than before, with 
three petrol engines and three diesels. 
The most frugal is the new 109bhp 
1.6 TDI, capable of 68.9mpg. 

The Touran will be one of the 
first VWs to get Apple CarPlay. 

Android Auto (Google’s rival) and 
Mi rrorLinkare also available. 



Touran gets improved materials inside 
4 



Next Micra comes out of shadows 


NISSAN has released a teaser image of a new car 
set for next week’s Geneva Motor Show that’ll 
pave the way for the next-generation Micra. 

The Sway concept will preview a model sitting 
on the first all-new platform for the supermini 
since 2003. Nissan claims it offers a **glimpse” j 
of its latest design language - seen first on the J 
likes of the bold Juke and latest Qashqai SUVs j 
- applied to a small European hatchback. M 

Although the rakish profile and dramatic J 
lines will more than likely be toned down f 
for the production Micra, the trademark \ 
grille design and angular LED headlamps \ 
are likely to be retained. Nissan has yet : 

to reveal exactly when we will see the 
new Ford Fiesta rival, but as the current 
car was revamped back in 2010, we 
expect it to appear in around 2016. 






THIS week I’ve been trying 
something new - video blogs. 
They’re not ultra-slick, but they 
give you an honest and instant 
reaction to two top sports cars. 
See both at autoexpress.co.uk. 

Is GTS the pick of 
the 911 line-up? 



BRIDGING the gap between the 
Carrera S and the hardcore GT3, 
the new GTS (driven on Page 45) 
should be the sweet spot of 
the entire Porsche 911 range. 

But does it deliver on its 
promise? Join me fora look 
round the car to see what it 
adds overthe S model and 
to hear its wonderful engine. 

New turbo Ferrari 
California roars in 



ENGINE sound matters just as 
much on this car, which is the 
first of the current Ferraris to 
make the switch to turbo power. 

But has this robbed the car of 
some of its appeal, or do the added 
performance and chassis upgrades 
make up for a slight loss in noise? 


You can watch 
any of our videos 
on your phone 
Simply scan 
this QR code. 
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Advertising promotion 



WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY... 

THREE SETS OF MOTORISTS WITH VERY DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS GIVE THEIR VERDIGT ON THE ALL-NEW FABIA 

SKODA owners love their cars - and that’s a fact. After all, the brand 
was named the top car manufacturer in the 2014 Auto Express Driver 
Power owner satisfaction survey. So with SKODA’s very latest model - 
the much anticipated third-generation Fabia - now on sale in the UK, 
finding out what motorists who took part in last year’s survey 
made of the car was too good an opportunity to miss. 

Three very different groups of people - two of which own the Mark 2 
version - got the chance to check out the new 1.4-litre TDI SE-L Fabia. There 
was a SKODA fan who loves a small car with a big personality. There was 
also a keen cyclist who needs a car which matches his lifestyle, but that’s 
easy for his fiancee to learn to drive in. And, last but not least, a family 
which has downsized but still needs a vehicle with plenty of room. As well 
as getting a good look around the car, they took it for an exclusive test drive. 

So how would the new car measure up? And for those who own a previous- 
generation Fabia, does this latest version move the game on sufficiently? Read 
on to find out, then go to www.autoexpress.co.ukto see their video reports... 
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"PRACTICAL” 

Cyclist Oliver Bowles and Sara 
Thielker, who is learning to drive, 
from Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts 

WHAT THEY SAY 

OLIVER currently owns a car in the same 
class as the Fabia’s big brother, the Octavia. 
He likes it, but fiancee Sara is less keen. 

She said: “I want to learn to drive, but 
our car’s size is a little intimidating.” But in 
the Fabia, she felt a lot more confident. 

“It’s easier to see the corners of this car,” 
she continued. “I like that. The view out is 
much better, too - I’d happily learn in this.” 

But Oliver can’t make any compromises 
on interior space - as a keen cyclist, he 
needs a car large enough to carry his bike, 
and the Fabia fits the bill. He said: “Despite 
being smaller than my car, the new Fabia 
actually feels more roomy inside!” 

During the test drive, something else 
surprised Oliver. When the car in front 
suddenly braked, the Fabia emitted a 
warning beep. That’s because it is fitted with 
a front facing radar which can spot potential 
hazards and, had Oliver done nothing, it 
would have automatically applied its 
brakes. “Wow, that’s a great feature,” he 
said. “Especially for a learner,” Sara added. 




"SPORTY” 

Jenny and Adrian Corney from 
Market Drayton in Shropshire 
run a Mark 2 SKODA Fabia vRS 

WHAT THEY SAY 

JENNY adores her Fabia vRS. “It’s fast, it’s 
fun and it’s got bags of style,” she said. 

In fact, one of the main reasons she 
bought her car was for its looks. But she 
added: “I thought green was the option 
for me - but I actually really like this 
new car’s white and blue combination.” 

Being able to choose contrasting colour 
themes is a key selling point with the 
new Fabia, and so are its sharper looks. 
Adrian said: “Somehow it manages 
to look even more sporty than ourvRS.” 

Part of the reason is that the new 
model is lower and wider than the old 
car, and this helps the handling. 

Obviously, the SE-L test car is not as 
overtly sporty as jenny’s high-performance 
vRS, but she was still very impressed 
with how it drove. “It’s very comfortable, 
yet it doesn’t feel at all wallowy in 
corners,” she said. “It handles very well.” 


"FAMILY FRIENDLY” 

Mark and Kerry Thornley and their 
children live in Nottingham and 
have downsized to a Mark 2 Fabia 

WHAT THEY SAY 

THE Thornleys bought their 2008 Fabia 
1.4 TDI when downsizing from a larger car. 
Mark explained: “It was a cost-cutting 
exercise and our Fabia certainly helps us 
save money - I’ve driven it to Wales and 
back on just £18 worth of fuel!” But Mark 


was surprised to learn the new model is 
even cheaper to run. All the diesels can 
return more than 78mpg and their low CO 2 
emissions mean they don’t cost anything 
in road tax. “That’s incredible. Considering 
how economical this car is, the 1.4 TDI 
engine feels nice and nippy to drive.” 

As well as being more economical, 
the new Fabia is also more practical than 
before. Its boot is bigger and has a parcel 
shelf which you can set in a mid position 


to protect items underneath. There’s 
also a range of Simply Clever solutions to 
make your life a bit easier, such as an ice 
scraper in the fuel filler cap and parking 
ticket holder on the windscreen. 

Mark said: “Our Fabia is our main family 
transport. We use it for commuting, 
going on holiday in and shopping. 

It’s a great all-rounder, but this new 
one is even better. When it comes to 
replacing our car, I know what to get.” 


See the videos at autoexpress.co.uk/skoda-fabia 
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We get behind the stories that affect you 



Lexus paid to repair Thomas' 
2005 RX 400h after warranty 
provider rejected his claim 


Lexus honours claim 
on 10-year-old SUV 

■ CASE STUDY Award-winning brand to rescue as aftermarket cover provider rejects claim on RX 


Joe Finnerty 

THE customer service you receive 
varies between every dealer and 
manufacturer, so deciding where to 
place your money and faith can be hard. 

Thomas Frogbrooke, of Birmingham, 
decided to heed the results of our Driver 
Power dealer survey and shop at a Lexus 
franchise. The brand’s garages have 
topped the rankings since Driver Power 
began in 2002, so Thomas felt confident 
buying a 10-year-old RX400h from 
Lexus Exeter in December 2013. For 
extra peace of mind, he took out 
a two-year extended warranty. 

Within the first year of ownership, 
Thomas had to claim for leaking tailgate 
lights, a seized brake caliper, leaking 
air-con condensor and water pump. 

This year, Thomas found himself 
having to claim again, as the front 
suspension bushes had split and 
needed replacing at a cost of £1,100. 

But this time, when an engineer for the 
warranty company inspected the car. 


they rejected the claim as wear and tear. 
Thomas was even more disappointed 
when the manager at Lexus Exeter told 
him he’d seen claims for the same issue 
on older vehicles with higher mileages 
approved by the same company. 

Thomas contacted Auto Express as 
he wasn’t convinced suspension bushes 
should be wear and tear items, and said 
most policies list specific exemptions 
when you purchase them. He told us: 
“I’ve tried E-mailing customer services, 
but they just repeat the ‘wear and tear’ 
line without answering my questions.” 

We got in touch with Lexus on Thomas’ 
behalf and, after reinvestigating the 
case, it agreed to cover the cost. It also 
let him get the car fixed locally, rather 
than having to return to Lexus Exeter. 

A Lexus spokesman said: “While the 
issue was not covered by the terms of 
the extended warranty, Lexus tries to 
ensure it is as fair as possible with every 
customer. We are happy that this has 
been brought to a positive conclusion.” 


Petrol payment at 
the tap of an app 

DRIVERS can now pay for their fuel using 
just their smartphone, thanks to a new 
system set up by Shell and PayPal. 

The service will be rolled out to 
an initial 1,000 Shell Drivers’ Club 
customers in April (with plans to take 
it nationwide later in 2015) and offered 
across participating Shell garages for 
Android or iOS-compatible smartphones. 

It’ll work through either the Shell 
Motorist or PayPal apps. Once a driver 
pulls up to a forecourt, they select the 
corresponding pump on the app. This 
authenticates the payment and the 
user can fill up their car. A receipt is 
sent to the phone to confirm payment. 

The app should only be used in the 
car and Shell says it’s worked with 
London Fire Brigade to ensure it’s safe. 



■ ADVICE What should you do if it happens to you? 

irs notoriously difficult to get a payout on an extended warranty, but if the policy 
is associated with a manufacturer, persistence may pay off and you may overcome 
a wear and tear hurdle. For peace of mind, check out our Driver Power ratings to 
find out which brands’ dealers treat their customers best when buying a car. 




Good customer service 
sets brands apart in our 
Driver Power survey 

|rij CUSTOMER service 
jIJ is a major part of the 
car buying process. But it’s 
even more important in the 
ownership experience when 
something goes wrong. 

We often see a mix of good 
and bad customer service on 
our Watchdog pages, but this 
week’s lead case (left) has to be 
considered as an example of 
excellent customer service. 

Even though Thomas 
Frogbrooke’s Lexus was 
1 0 years old, and he’d already 
claimed a number of times on 
his extended warranty, Lexus 
still covered the cost of the car’s 
worn front suspension bushes. 

It didn’t have to pay out on 
the repair, and as it was such an 
old model, Lexus had every right 
to make Thomas pay for the 
work himself. Most companies 
probably would have done so. 

But it’s pleasing to find a 
business that goes out of its 
way to keep customers happy. 

It instils confidence further 
down the line when an owner 
is deciding on their next car. 

This is what sets apart 
those manufacturers that top 
our Driver Power survey from 
those languishing near the 
bottom. And it’s easy to see why 
Lexus has been at the top of that 
table for some time now, when 
it delivers this kind of service. 

With two weeks left before 
our Driver Power 2015 survey 
closes, you don’t have long to 
tell us about the good, and bad, 
experiences you’ve had at the 
hands of a ma nu facmrer. Visit 
mtoexpress.co.uk/driver-power 
to give us your views. 

Chris_Ebbs@dennis.co.uk 
, @AE_Consumer 

"It'seasytDsee 
why Lexus has 
been atthe top 
off the table" 
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Ford pays price in ST 
privacy glass mix-up 

■ Tinted glass advertised as standard, but cars came without 



UIj Joe Finnerty 

jll NEW models come with 
a long list of options and add- 
ons which can dramatically 
increase the list price. 

So John Lancaster, 
from Penrith, Cumbria, 
was delighted to read in the 
brochure that the Ford Focus 
ST-3 he’d ordered came with 
privacy glass as standard. 

However, John contacted 
Auto Express after hearing 
buyers had taken delivery of 
their ST-3s, only to find them 
fitted with non-tinted glass. 

John said: “The brochure 
specifically states privacy 
glass is standard on the ST-3 
and it’s one of the main 
reasons I went for this spec.” 

We looked at the brochure 
and found it had now been 
changed. So what of owners 
who’d already ordered an 
ST-3? A Ford spokesman told 
US: “This was a price list error 
which was rectified as swiftly 
as possible. We’ve offered two 
options: £300 compensation, 
or an ST-3 reordered with 
glass fitted free of charge.” 

John added: “This is no 
good for customers who 
have had their cars already 
delivered - they used the 
compensation to get the 
windows tinted, but this is 
clearly an inferior solution.” 


Mistake in brochure left buyers thinking 
Focus ST-3 had privacy glass as standard 




DRIVING DOCTOR Paul Ripley 

www.drd.uk.com @drpaulripley 


m HOW much time do you allocate for 
a journey? How do you plan to arrive on 
time when you have no idea what the 
road and traffic conditions will be like? 

If a driver falls behind a pre-determined 
journey schedule it can cause stress, 
which may lead to risk-taking, as well as 
erratic and dangerous behaviour behind 
the wheel. All this to save precious 
moments. The only precious elements 
of any journey should be safety. 

TOP TIP: Better to arrive late in 
this life than early in the next. 


■ WHIPLASH FRAUD HITS NHS 

THE NHS is under pressure as doctors 
waste valuable hours on fraudsters 
making false whiplash claims. 

A study by insurer LV= reveals 
that doctors believe they see around 
116,000 cases a month of people they 
suspect of feigning or exaggerating 
injuries in order to claim compensation 
following a car accident. 

More than half of doctors admitted 
to feeling pressured into agreeing a 
patient was injured despite doubts. 



■ Inbox 


What do you think? 


ContaaJoe Finnerty 



Mike's 
proposed 
changes 
have been 
popular 
with readers 


mail@autoexpress.co.uk' . @AutoExpress 

Writeto: Watch dog/ Letters, Auto Express, Dennis Publishing, 
30 Cleveland Street, London WIT 4jD 


HOT TOPIC Mike s manifesto 


FROM: Mike Rees IT’S brilliant. Any chance Mike Rutherford could run as an 
independent in May? Can 1 add one extra item to the list? Better means of 
reporting and enforcement for drivers using mobiles. About six months ago, 1 
witnessed very erratic driving at speed by one such driver. Although he wasn’t 
involved in an incident, 1 felt this driver should be saved from himself and booked. 

Police told us there were no “independent” witnesses, so they would not 
take any action, despite my passengers having noted the date, time, place 
and registration of the car. What’s the point of a law that is not enforced? 


loin the debate at www.autoexpress.co.uk 


■ “1 feel there should 
be crackdowns on able- 
bodied motorists who 
park in disabled bays and 
bus stop zones.” C J Cox 


■ “1 entirely agree with 
what Mike has to say, 
and will certainly vote for 
him if he’s prepared to 

run for MP.” John Sykes 


■ “1 agree with scrapping 
HS2. It’s a vanity project 
and the money could be 
spent on so many other 
better projects.” Nicko 


Sportage is losing 
its stylish looks 

FROM: Samuel Brooks 1 CAN’T tell you 
how disappointed 1 was with the new 
Kia Sportage. It looks like an ugly 
pastiche of the Subaru Tribeca. 1 hope 
the EU model will look more coherent 
than the KX3 (Issue 1,347). The current 
Sportage is one of the best-looking 
crossovers around. Its European styling 
and classy detailing defy its Korean roots. 

Don't forget Saab's 
turbocharged legend 

FROM: P Bainbridge LOVED your End of 
an Era feature (Issue 1,356) about the 
rise of the turbo, until you picked the 
Audi L4 and VW EA888 over what is a 
true turbo icon: Saab’s 2.0T 16-valve 
engine from an eighties 900 T16S. 

Looks like Saab was right all along with 
its engine tech and it’s a huge pity the 
company has disappeared. 


Broken headlamps 
invalidate insurance 

FROM: Harry Marsh 1 HAVE seen several 
letters about vehicles being driven 
with one headlamp networking. 1 was 
previously a qualified MoT tester and 
always failed a vehicle with one 
headlamp as unroadworthy. It also 
means it would invalidate your car 
insurance as most policies say you must 
keep your car in a roadworthy state. 

Steering locks aren't 
answer to car thefts 

FROM: Pete Richardson HAVING read 
about keyless car thefts being on the 
rise (Issue 1,357), do we seriously 
have to go back to steering locks? 

How is this progress? Most of the 
nineties versions could be forcibly 
removed in less than 60 seconds. 

Not exactly enough to put a thief 
off stealing your Range Rover. 


■Contacts 

THE following provide help with 
motoring problems. Some 
services are free, others charge 
a fee or operate on premium- 
rate lines (p), while some offer 
advice for members only (m). 


Legal 

AA: 0906 010 1300 (p) 

RAC: 0870 5533 533 (m) 
Which?: 01992 822 800 
Consumer Direct: 

0845 404 0506 

Local Trading Standards 

Local Citizens Advice Bureau 


Used car inspections 

AA: 0800 085 3007 
RAC: 0800 085 2529 

Technical advice 

AA: 0870 606 1619 (m) 

Driving licences 

DVLA: 0300 790 6801 


Car registration/history 

HPI: 01722 422422 
AA: 0800 316 3564 
DVLA: 0300 790 6802 
RAC: 0800 975 5867 

Traffic information 

AA: 09003 401100 (p) 
RAC: 09003 444999 (p) 


Problems with dealers 

Motor Codes: 

0800 692 0825 
RMIF: 0845 839 9205 (m) 
Scottish Motor Trade 
Association: 0131 331 5510 
Problems with makers 
Motor Codes: 0800 692 0825 


Financial problems 

Financial Ombudsman: 

0800 023 4567 

Safety concerns/recalls 

Vehicle and Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA): 
0117 954 3300 
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Inside story @ 

Tackling the motoring issues that matter, “ 


BRITAIN'S 


POLITICIANS ARE ALL ABOARD FOR THE 
AUTONOMOUS CAR REVOLUTION, AND WE 
LOOK AT SOME OF THE TECH ON TRIAL HERE 



Supported by. 




“I WOULD LIKE ID MAKE BRITAIN 
THE CENTRE OF AUTONOMOUS 
VEHICLE MANUFACTURE. WE KNOW 
ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS ARE 
INTERESTED, AND BRITAIN IS THE 
IDEAL PLACE TO RUN TRIALS” 


CLAIRE PERRY Transport minister 


JO 25 February 2015 


o'l 



JoeFinnerty 



Jot^ rmnefty@dennis.co.uk 
@AE_Consumer 


JJfi STANDING in what feels like a hot tub on 
jU wheels on a chilly morning in the shadow of 
one of London’s most iconic landmarks might not 
seem futuristic or glamorous, but it could be the 
start of an exciting journey to make the UK a 
world leader in driverless cars. 

This mobile jacuzzi is the Meridian shuttle, and 
it’s one of three vehicles displayed outside the 02 
in Greenwich (originally the Millennium Dome) which 
will be trialled in the UK over the next three years 
to help scientists, manufacturers and politicians 
understand how the roads of the future will look. 

The Government is frequently criticised for being 
slow, cumbersome and paralysed by red tape, but 
its desire to make the UK the global centre for 
autonomous technology is a far cry from that. 

just six months ago, ministers announced 
£19million would be ploughed into driverless 


research, and already we have three working 
prototypes that will begin testing this year. 

Trouble is, the UK is already behind the pace. 
Google has its well developed vehicle testing openly 
in the US, while Volvo is the leading manufacturer 
at its base in Sweden. Audi isn’t far behind, while 
tech-savvy Japanese makers are advanced, too. 

So how realistic is it to expect the UK 
to challenge these heavyweights and 
lead the way in welcoming driverless 
cars on to public roads? 

A lengthy review suggests very 
realistic. The Government is taking 
a “n on-regulatory” approach to 
testing that goes against most other 
decisions dithered over by MPs. 

In the UK, those wanting to test 
driverless vehicles openly on public 
roads won’t have to gain any certificate 


or permit. A Code of Practice will be published 
this spring, which testers will have to adhere to, 
but there will be no legal hoops to jump through. 

All the authorities will demand is that a test driver 
be present in case of emergencies, a data recorder 
be fitted and that technology on the vehicle has 
passed tests on closed roads or test tracks. 

Business Secretary Vince Cable told Auto Express 
this is what makes the UK the ideal test 
bed compared to rival countries. “In the 
US and continental Europe, they don’t at 
the moment have regulatory framework to 
make it possible, which we do,” he said. 

“I thinkthe other good thing is that in 
the UK we’re developing the technology 
in parallel with a proper understanding 
of the rules and regulations.” 

These rules and regulations form 
part of the Government’s ‘Pathway to Q 


“DRIVERLESS CAR 
TESTERS WILL HAVE 
TO ADHERE TO A 
CODE OF PRACTICE 
IN UK, BUT THERE’LL 
BE NO LEGAL HOOPS 
TO JUMP THROUGH’’ 




TECH ON TRIAL IN THE UK 


□ GATEWAY 

Whafs the vehicle? Meridian shuttle 
Where is the trial taking place? 
Greenwich, SE London 
When is it taking place? Now 
What does it involve? Passenger 
shuttle transport and autonomous 
valet parking of electric cars 
For how long will it last? Two years 
What are its aims? To explore reactions of 
pedestrians and drivers to driverless cars, 
and look into the legal changes needed 


□ VENTURER CONSORTIUM 

Whafs the vehicle? BAE Bowler Wildcat 
Where is the trial taking place? Bristol 
When is it taking place? April 
What does it involve? A purpose- 
built simulatorwill be mixed with 
live trials on private and public roads 
For how long will it last? Three years 
What are its aims? To tackle the 
insurance implications, while also 
finding out which of the driverless 
systems works most effectively 


□ UK AUTODRIVE 

Whafs the vehicle? Catapult pod 
Where is the trial taking place? 

Milton Keynes and Coventry 
When is it taking place? Late 2015 
What does it involve? Self-driving demos 
at Milton Keynes rail station; public road 
tests of semi-autonomous Range Rovers 
For how long will it last? Three years 
What are its aims? To understand use of 
lightweight pods in pedestrianised areas, 
plus the legal implications of use in city 
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M Inside story 


Driverless Cars’ review, which lays out the various 
challenges the industry will need to overcome, 
including insurance policies, driving licences 
and car maintenance (see panel, below). 

Beyond the legal issues, though, is the 
technology. Recently, the UK has enjoyed a rise in 
car production, with Nissan expanding in Sunderland, 
Bentley growing in Crewe, Cheshire, and Jaguar Land 
Rover flLR) continuing to invest heavily in the Midlands. 
Transport minister Claire Perry added: “I would like 
to make Britain the centre of autonomous vehicle 
manufacture. We know all major manufacturers are 
interested and, as the review has shown, Britain is the 
ideal place to run trials which need to be real world.” 

In fact, JLR will be heavily involved in the tests 
in Milton Keynes and Coventry. According to its 
director of research and technology. Dr Wolfgang 
Epple, it’s focusing on the driver as much as 
pedestrians and other road users. “The real-world 
testing will not only help us deliver a range of 
new advanced driver assistance technologies, 
but will ensure the excitement and enjoyment 
of driving will not be taken away,” he said. 

“While the car will be able to drive itself if the 
driver chooses, our aim is to assist and enhance 
the driver - and ultimately offer levels of autonomy 
to suit the driver’s mood or needs on and off-road.” 

So with testing approved and manufacturers 
backing the UK’s push to be the best, what about 
the technological advances? Can we beat our rivals? 

Antony Waldock, technical lead on the Bristol trial, 
which starts in April, certainly thinks so. He told us: 
“We’re taking tech from UK universities, plus small 
and large companies, and putting it on to the vehicle 
and understanding how it would work in Bristol.” 

Antony will oversee a BAE-developed Bowler Wildcat 
to determine which systems work best for operating a 
driverless vehicle. So what makes the UK so special? 

“I think we have a real opportunity,” Antony added. 
“The Google car is focused on the spinning roof 
sensor, but that doesn’t work in fog, mist and rain, 
and that’s why Google only tests in California. We’re 
looking at radar camera solutions and therefore we 
can start to develop systems to use in all weathers.” 

For once, then, the British weather is better than 
California’s, and the UK looks all set for a driverless 
revolution - but when will motorists be able to 
hand over control for their daily commute? 

Domestic laws won’t be amended until summer 
2017 and EU regulations are unlikely to 
be changed before the end of 2018. So 
it’s likely to be the next decade before a 
fully automated vehicle is on sale here. 

Still, the autonomous car industry 
is expected to be worth £900billion 
by 2025, and the UK wants a majority 
share. It’s a long road from Greenwich 
to global superpower, and the race is 
on. It remains to be seen whether we’ll 
take our hands off the wheel first. 


“UK LOOKS SET 
FOR A DRIVERLESS 
REVOLUTION -BUT 
WHEN WILL WE BE 
ABLE TO HAND OVER 
CONTROL FOR OUR 
DAILY COMMUTE?” 


"^LEGAL VIEW ON DRIVERLESS CARS 

DEVELOPING the tech is just one hurdle before drivers will be able to hand control to their car 
and read the paper or have a nap at the wheel. The Government also faces a huge legal shake- 
up to make it a reality, with question marks over who’d be at fault in the event of a crash and 
if motorists would still need a licence. Transport minister Claire Perry admitted it wouldn’t be 
easy, but said: “We must not be afraid to ask these questions.’’ So how could things change? 



Insurance 

IN the event of an accident, 
is the autonomous system 
at fault or does liability fall 
on the ‘driver’? Driverless 
cars should reduce the 
number of claims and 
subsequently bring lower 
insurance premiums, and 
the Government says if a 
driver can still take manual 
control then a conventional 
policy is still needed. If a 
car is fully autonomous, 
this may change and some 
manufacturers may choose 
to self-insure. Policies could 
be invalidated if owners 
fail to keep software and 
tech up-to-date to prevent 
cyber threats, however. 


Driving licences 

THE Government makes 
a clear distinction between 
highly automated vehicles 
- for which existing licence 
laws remain, as you still have 
to take control at times - and 
fully automated vehicles. The 
latter, which are still some 
way away from the road, 
may require changes, as 
they may appeal to drivers 
who can’t or don’t wish to 
drive conventional cars. 



Car maintenance 

EU standards will need to 
be updated for driverless car 
production, and that includes 
ensuring performance of 
automated systems can be 


tested cheaply and easily for 
the annual MoT. Issues could 
arise if a car can be driven 
manually, but the automated 
systems are broken - would 
this mean it’s roadworthy? 


The Highway Code 

AUTONOMOUS cars will be 
expected to follow current 
guidelines, but the Highway 
Code will need to change to 
get the most out of them. The 
tech will allow more accurate 
driving so, for example, cars 
could overtake cyclists more 
closely, while tailgating may 
no longer be an offence - as 
running driverless cars close 
together better uses road 
capacity and cuts emissions. 



EASY TO USE Simple 

touchscreen allows us to 
program Meridian shuttle 
to direct us round grounds 
of 02 arena in Greenwich 


Pod's instruments look familiar, as does Bowler's steering wheel; driverless sensation is anything but 








Perry and Cable are eyeing huge potential growth market for UK 
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DAB 1 HDMI/MHL 





USB 


Locating Satellites 

DIUH !S »w* KENWOOD "mmi. - 


The all-new Vol kswagen UK-approved Multimedia system by 
Kenwood, puts everything at your fingertips whilst on the move 


• Garmin European Navigation 

• Digital Radio 

• Bluetooth Hands-Free & Streaming 

• iPod / iPhone Music Playback 

• Android Smartphone Integration* 

• True Mirroring of iPhone/Android 
Apps On Screen* 

Take your standard journey to a new 
level with the Kenwood DNX525DAB. 
Available to order from your local 
Volkswagen dealer now. 

To find out more aboutthe 
DNX525DAB and the rest 
of Kenwood's exciting 
multimedia range please visit 

www.kenwood-electronics.co.uk 

^Optional lead & compatible device required 



www.facebook.com/KenwoodUK 


KENWOOD 
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New cars 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 


PIUG-IN PASSAT 

jU NewVW Passat GTE 

promises 148mpg, but 
is it better than diesel? 




Ric 


Richard Ingram 

RichardJngram@dennis.co.uk 
' 1 @cuttjngs 


PJIj the current-generation Honda Civic 
mU has been on sale since 2011, and 
almost fouryears after launch, the brand 
has seen fit to inject some life into its 
Ford Focus-rivalling family hatch. 

While last year saw some changes 
under the skin - such as new suspension 
and uprated power-steering - the 201 5 
tweaks are largely concerned with how 
the car looks. There’s a new Civic Sport 
spec, tested here, plus other aesthetic 
alterations across the rest of the range. 

Styling improvements include new 
headlamps with integrated LED daytime 
running lights, and a reshaped front 
bumper. The hatchback also gets new 
side skirts and an updated rear bumper, 
as well as LED tail-lights. The awkwardly 
placed boot spoiler remains - although 


it’s now finished in a classier piano black, 
rather than bright red, or body-coloured 
on the Sport - meaning rear visibility 
is just as compromised as before. 
However, all cars now come with a 
reversing camera, which does go some 
way to help parking in tight spaces. 

The mid-range Sport slots in between 
SE and SR trims, with prices starting from 
£19,615 forthe 1.8-litre petrol manual. 
The idea behind the new trim is to 
offer buyers the Type R image, but 
without the sky-high running costs. 

So there are gloss black 17-inch alloy 
wheels, and a new lower mesh grille. 

But the Sport gets the same steering, 
chassis and suspension as other models 


in the range, and that’s no bad thing. 
While it isn’t the sharpest handling car 
in its class - the Ford Focus takes that 
honour - controls are nicely weighted, 
and body roll is well contained. 

Despite having 300Nm of torque, 
acceleration from low revs shows the 
1.6-litre diesel to be a little sluggish. 

At higher speeds it’s nicely refined, 
and there’s plenty of punch if you put 
your foot down on the motorway. 

Ride comfort is pretty good too, 
with all 2015 Civics fitted with lightly 
adapted suspension to help iron out 
smaller bumps around town. Larger 
bumps are still an issue, and they are 
compounded by the Sport’s 17-inch 


"The idea behind the new trim is to offer the 
Type R image, but without high running costs" 
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FORD MONDEO 1.0 

Tiny EcoBoost engine is 
fitted into big family car 
-we see if it works. 


JM m VAUXHAII MOKKA 

I Verdict as Juke rival gets 
‘whisper diesel’. Is it now 
a crossover contender? 



TWINGO AUTO 

We try Renault with 
twin-clutch box. Plus, 
Smart ForFour in UK. 



UITIMATE 208 GTi 

Behind the wheel of new 
30th Anniversary Edition 
Peugeot with 205bhp. 





Civic feels a little sluggish at low revs, but 1.6-litre engine proves 
its worth at motorway speeds. Styling tweaks include new side skirts 


wiU loe ujavettea at 

ilwrt A « 

ansiire extreme performance. 


EQUIPMENT Sport models get 
gloss black 17-inch alloys, a colour- 
coded spoiler and mesh grille, while 
inside there's an updated infotainment 
system with a seven-inch touchscreen 


Essentials 

Honda Civic 
Sport 1.6 i-DTEC 

Price: £21,430 

Engine: 1.6-litre Acyl turbodiesel 
Power: llSbhp 

Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 10.5 seconds 
Top speed: 129mph 
Economy: 78.5mpg 
CO 2 : 98g/km 

ON SALE Now 


STYLING Body-coloured boot spoiler 
on Sport models looks great from the 
outside, but from the driver's seat it 
still proves irritating, obscuring your 
view through the rear view mirror 



wheels and low-profile tyres. Elsewhere, 
the six-speed manual gearbox feels 
smooth and precise. The well weighted 
action and light clutch make the Civic a 
doddle to drive both in and out of town. 
Unfortunately, the upright and elevated 
driving position isn’t quite as satisfying, 
and takes some getting used to. 

Updates continue inside, with new 
chrome door handles, door trims, seat 
fabrics and a metallic black facia on the 
central control panel being added. 

However, the biggest and most 
welcome change is the new Android 
infotainment system, which is far 
more intuitive and responsive than the 
old set-up. It cleans up the dash and 
employs the familiar MirrorLink set-up, 
allowing users to see the contents 
of their Android smartphone on the 
car’s seven-inch touchscreen. Our test 
car was the slightly more expensive 


Sport Navi model, which comes with an 
integrated Garmin sat-nav system, but 
it’s a fairly pricey £610 premium. 

Practicalily remains a strong point, 
with a generous 477-litre boot rising to 
1,210 litres with the rear seats folded 
flat. That first figure is some 97 litres 
greater than a VW Golf can offer, but the 
sloped roofline means the Golf trumps it 
for outright carrying capacity. And both 
the Nissan Pulsar and SEAT Leon are 
more spacious for rear-seat passengers. 

However, all things considered, 
the fact the Sport’s tweaks don’t 
compromise its on-road comfort, 
yet significantly enhance the way 
the car looks, makes the model 
a worthy addition to the range. 

It’s decent value compared to the 
more expensive Civic SR - and you’ll 
have to pay upwards of £24,000 for a 
similarly styled Volkswagen Golf R-Line. 



UPDATES last year saw some 
minor improvements under the 
skin, but this 2015 refresh is 
largely concerned with the 
way the Civic looks. While this 
Sport trim does nothing to 
enhance the Civic’s performance 
or handling, it injects some 
much needed style into the range. 
It’s well priced, and with this 
refined 1.6-litre diesel engine, it 
remains a solid family runaround. 


i 
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Volkswagen Passat GTE 



Jo OUveira 

THE VW Group’s plug-in hybrid 
portfolio is expanding rapidly, and the 
latest addition is the Passat GTE. With 
claimed economy of 148.7mpg and 
44g/km CO 2 emissions, it’s the cleanest 
model in the range, but are there 
compromises for such efficiency? 

Firstly, let’s trawl through the tech. 

Like the Golf GTE, the Passat combines 
a 154bhp 1.4 TSI petrol engine offering 
250Nm of torque with an electric motor 
to send a total of 215bhp and 400Nm 
through a six-speed DSG box. Due to 
the batteries, motor, cables and cooling 
system, the car weighs 280kg more than 
the 1.4 TSI Passat, but can also travel in 
electric-only mode for 31 miles up to 
81mph between four-hour charges. 

When the battery pack is running 
low or you want to access the car’s full 
performance, the 1.4 petrol kicks in. 

Hit the GTE button next to the gearlever, 
and the engine and motor’s combined 
force is at your disposal, along with 
more aggressive throttle, steering, 
gearbox and damper (optional) settings. 

The hybrid driving set-up balances 
the two power sources for maximum 
economy, or E-mode runs solely on 
electric until the batteries run dry. 

You can also charge the batteries 
as you drive along, but fuel economy 
suffers dramatically as a result. 

It’s puzzling that VW is drawing 
parallels with this car’s name to the 
legendary GTI badge, because those 
extra kilos do no favours to its handling 
in bends. The suspension has actually 
been stiffened slightly to cope with the 
weight, but the GTE still rolls more than 

"The instant torque 
from the electric motor 
delivers a satisfying 
straight-line push" 


GTE maintains class of standard 
Passat's cabin and is full of tech 

the standard model. On the other hand, 
the instant torque from the electric 
motor delivers a satisfying straight-line 
push, and although the ride is firmer 
than some of the competition, it’s no 
worse than the conventional Passat’s. 

Braking feel isn’t quite as good, due 
to the regenerative system taking over 
at the top of the pedal’s travel. So, we 
preferred slotting the lever into B and 
increasing recuperation resistance. In 
the Golf GTE, we found the DSG to be a 
bit jerky, but here it seems a little 
smoother - definitely a world away 
from the Toyota Prius’ whining CVT. 

Except for a thin blue line above 
the radiator grille and horseshoe LED 
running lights, the GTE doesn’t shout 
about its eco capabilities. It’s a similar 
story inside, where it offers the same 
light and airy space, plus the ability 
to drop the split-fold rear seats. 

However, you do lose the underfloor 
compartment (around 180 litres) to 
make way for the 50-litre fuel tank, 
which has had to move to leave some 
room for the lithium-ion batteries 
placed underneath the rear bench. 

In the instrument panel, there’s 
an energy indicator instead of a rev 
counter, and a second display for the 
battery charge. Via the central-mounted 
touchscreen, it’s possible to show 
more information related to the hybrid 
system operation, such as the energy 
flow at any particular moment. 

So, back to those compromises. 

The heavier GTE can’t corner like the 
rest of the range, although it surges 
forward in a straight line with surprising 
urgency. Plus, there’s a smaller boot. 

The one big issue, however, is price, 
because unless you plan to use the GTE 
regularly in EV mode over short distances 
to maximise fuel economy, a diesel 
Passat will be better in the real world. 




36 25 February 2015 







Volkswagen Passat GTE 
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Passat GTE 

omises 148mpg economy. We see if it delivers 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed r ^ ^ 
7.9 seconds/1 38mph 

Running costs 

148.7mpg (official) I 111 

£54 fill-up 


New cars ■ 


Essentials 


VW Passat GTE 

Price: £32,000 (est) 
Engine: 1.4-litre Acyl petrol, 
plus electric motor 
Power/torque: 215bhp/400Nm 
Transmission: Six-speed auto, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 7.9 seconds 
Top speed: 138mph (81mph 
in EV mode) 
Economy: 148.7mpg 
CO 2 : 44g/km 

ON SALE June 



CHARGING It takes a little over 
four hours to charge the GTE from a 
standard household socket, or you 
can choose to halve that time by 
installing a more powerful, wall- 
mounted charging box at your home 



EQUIPMENT Central touchscreen 
displays all the usual infotainment 
features, along with details on the 
car's energy usage. Blue line around 
headlights and grille (below) set the 
GTE apart from rest of the range 




m Verdict 

THE Passat GTE is fast, fun to 
drive and only demands minor 
practicality compromises over 
the standard car. Whether you hit 
those impressive claimed economy 
figures or not, company car buyers 
will be drawn to the rock-bottom 
emissions and all customers will 
love the smart styling and spacious 
interior. If you can make the most 
of the electric-only E-mode, then 
the price is justifiable. Otherwise, 
we’d stick with one of the excellent 
diesels and save some cash. 
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Ford Mondeo 1.0 EcoBoost 



Running costs 

55.4mpg (official) 
£68 fill-up 


be a verflatUe Vnginel a WOWip 

version laas even been fitted m a 
Formula Ford single-eeater raow, 
allowing O-BZmpb in 8.9 seconds. 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
12.0 seconds/124mph 




■ FIRST DRIVE Tiny 1.0-litre EcoBoost engine punches above its weight in family car 


Andrew English 

TO DOES size really matter? We 
Ja might have gone beyond the 
days where the car’s engine size was 
part of its badge, but a 1.0-litre engine 
in a 4.8-metre, 1,445kg Ford Mondeo... 
surely that’s stretching the point? 

Ford has talked about this diminutive- 
engined Mondeo since the car’s US 
launch (as a Taurus) three years ago, but 
now that the Spanish-built European 
version is on sale in the UK, it’s delivered 
on that promise. The 1.0-litre Mondeo 
goes on sale this summer, priced at 
under £20,000 in popular Zetec trim. 

The 998CC EcoBoost three-cylinder is 
a clever and tiny device no longer than a 
sheet of A4 paper. It’s won the Engine of 
the Year title three years in a row, and it 
already powers the Focus and Fiesta. It’s 
turbocharged and in this application 
delivers 125bhp and IZONm of torque. 

Lift the bonnet and there’s a lot of 
fresh air, while the six-speed manual 
gearbox is almost as big as the engine. 
To get the best out of it, the first three 
gears are closely stacked together with 
the top three ratios spread apart for more 
economical cruising and lower CO 2 figures. 

While fuel economy and CO 2 emissions 
of 55.4mpgand 119g/km are highly 
respectable, it’s an indication of how 
hard the engine is working that it’s 
surpassed by the 78.4mpgand 94g/km 




of its 1.5-litre TDCi diesel ECOnetic 
equivalent, although that car does 
cost almost £2,000 more. 

Start the engine up and it thrums 
through the chassis, although it’s nicely 
damped and the sound isn’t at all 
unpleasant. The first three gears do feel 
sluggish and so you need to rev the 
engine, which it doesn’t mind, but the 
fuel consumption suffers accordingly. 

There’s a flat linear shove from the 
turbocharged unit, but it couldn’t be 
described as fast, so over-ambitious 
overtaking manoeuvres aren’t advised. 

Once in the top three gears, the revs 
fall and the engine will maintain 
motorway speeds at sensible revs and 
fuel consumption. Add four adults and 
luggage, however, and you’ll struggle in 
top gear up steeper hills. Serious towing 
shouldn’t really be considered and at 
900kg, its maximum towing weight is 
lower than other Mondeo models’. 

The handling shows the lack of weight 
in the nose, but only a bit; the Mondeo 
is a big car, so the small engine has 
proportionally less effect on the 
dynamics. The nose turns in faster 
than in other models, but not by much. 

There’s also a lively ride quality, 
particularly compared to the rather 
stolid feel of the diesel Mondeos. The 
brakes feel sharper as well, and there’s 
less dive when they are applied hard. 
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Essentials 


Ford Mondeo 1.0 
EcoBoostZetec 

Price: £19,995 

Engine: 1.0-litre three-cyl turbo 
Power/torque: 125bhp/170Nm 
Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 12.0 seconds 
Top speed: 124mph 
Economy: 55.4mpg 
CO 2 : 119g/km 

ON SALE Summer 



PRAaiCALITY Handy hatchback 
shape means there's a massive 550- 
litre boot even with the seats in 
place. Fold them down and that 
can be expanded to 1,446 litres 



INTERIOR There's comfortably 
space for three across the spacious 
rear bench, while inflatable rear 
seatbelts are available as 
a £175 option across the range 



'Sk Verdict 

AS Ford has lavished love and care 
on the dynamics of the rest of the 
Mondeo range, this 1.0-litre car 
feel like less of a revolution than 
it should. Even so, it’s a likeable 
car with a tiny engine that 
punches well above its weight. 
Provided you don’t overload your 
car or live in a mountainous area, 
the 1.0-litre Mondeo can more 
than hold its own. But at this 
end of the market, diesel 
still makes more sense. 


Citroen C4 BlueHDi 


New cars ■ 


Citroen C4 BlueHDi 


■ FIRST DRIVE Does fresh look and cleaner diesel make hatch a contender? 





“Adding bigger wheels pushes 
the BlueHDfs GOsi over lOOg/km. 
That means ^20 road tax plus, 
crucially, more company car tax’ 


Refresh brings new lights and extra 
kit; new diesers refined and frugal 


Richard Ingram 

RichardJngram@dennis.co.uk 
@cutt_ings 


THE Citroen C4 has always suffered 
I at the hands of its competition, but 
now there’s an updated model, with new 
engines, revised styling and extra kit. 

Up front are signature headlamps with 
LED running lights, while 3D-effect tail- 
lamps grace the rear. There are two new 
colours - Platinum Grey and Spirit Grey 
- plus fresh 17-Inch alloy wheel designs. 

The updated C4 carries over the old 
car’s chassis and suspension settings, 
meaning it tends to wallow and feels 
loose in bends, yet bumps and jolts 
on the motorway. The steering hasn’t 
improved, either. It feels unnervingly 
light at high speeds. Grip is good, but 
you’re never too sure where the front 
wheels are pointing - so you’re 
constantly adjusting the steering 
mid-corner, which does little 
to inspire confidence. 

This new llSbhp 
diesel engine suits the 
car well, though. The six- 
speed manual gearbox 
is carried over, and helps 
make the 1.6-litre HDi feel 


refined yet punchy. Plus, Citroen claims 
the new diesel returns 78.5mpg. 

Inside, top-spec Flair models like ours 
get a new seven-inch touchscreen from 
the Peugeot 308, as well as new trim and 
a simpler dash design. The materials are 
decent, but not a patch on a VW Golf’s. 
All cars feature air-con, cruise control 
and hill start assist, while range-topping 
models add DAB radio and Bluetooth. 

The SEAT Leon is still better to drive, 
while a Skoda Octavia Is roomier. Yet the 
C4 is keenly priced, and this new diesel 
is the pick of the range. Plus, dealers are 
likely to offer big discounts, so it’s great 
for buyers wanting a frugal, good-value 
family car. But so is the quirky C4 Cactus 
- ar>d that adds desirability to the mix. 




Essentials 

Citroen C4 Flair 
BlueHDi 120 

Price: £19,145 
Engine: 1.6-litre 4cyl diesel 
Power: 118bhp/300Nm 
Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-62/top spd: 10.6 secs/122mph 
Economy: 78.5mpg 
CO 2 : 95g/km 

ON SALE Now 



EQUIPMENT Panoramic roof is 
optional, but Flair gets standard DAB, 
Bluetooth and rear parking sensors, 
plus automatic lights and wipers 



SWITCHGEAR Despite featuring 
a new seven-inch touchscreen, C4 
retains buttons on dash, allowing 
easy control of air-con and stereo 



DESIGN Set of fresh 3D-effect 
tail-light clusters features on all 
new C4 models, as do signature 
headlights and LED running lights 

^ Verdict 

THESE changes don’t make the 
C4 any more competitive against 
newer rivals. The suspension is 
soft and the steering vague, yet 
this top-spec Flair model doesn’t 
feel as comfortable as it should. 

Even so, this new diesel engine is 
very efficient and refined, plus all 
models are competitively priced. 
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RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE MEDIANAV 1.2 16V 75 

♦ Touchscreen navigation ♦ 16" aiioy wheeis • 4-year warranty^ 

SEDUCTiVE OFFERS FROM £159 PER MONTH 

WiTH £1,500 DEPOSiT CONTRiBUTiON* AND 3 YEARS’ SERViCE PACKAGE £199** UNTiL 31 MARCH 
REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


48 monthly payments of j 

£159 

Total amount of credit 

£10,705 

Total amount payable 

£15,678 

Customer deposit 

£1,290 ’ 

Finance facility fee 

£99 

Duration (months) 

49 

Cash price 

£13,495 

Optional final payment 

£5,008 

Fixed interest rate p.a. 

6.12% 

Dealer deposit contribution 

£1,500 

Option to purchase fee 

£149 

6.9% APR representative | 



The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the car shown are: urban 40.4 (7); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7); 
combined 51.4 (5.5). The official COj emissions are 127g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment 
figures. Fuel consumption and CO 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a 
UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including 
RCI Financial Services Ltd. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are 
available on featured new vehicle when ordered and registered between 3 February 2015 and 31 March 2015. Participating dealers only. *Deposit contribution shown is 
available to new Renault Finance customers when taking Renault Finance on Renault Clio (excluding Clio Expression). Clio shown has optional Flame Red Renault i d. 
metallic paint, available at £595. fFour-year warranty applies to new vehicles when ordered from a UK Renault-approved dealer. Warranty up to 4 years/100,000 miles (whichever 
comes first). For full warranty terms and conditions visit www.renault.co.uk/warranty **Service package available at £199 when the vehicle is ordered and registered by 31 March 
2015. Visit renault.co.uk/servicepackage 




Vauxhall Mokka 


New cars 


Mokka 


^ is olaaner aad more 
'r efficient t&an the 

Qffrent 

diesel, hut only by ^ 
0g/]s3n and B.9mpg 


PRACTICALITY Mokka boasts a 
generous 362-litre boot, while there's 
plenty of room for rear passengers 


V VX64^ 


Essentials 


Vauxhall Mokka 1.6 
CDTi Limited Edition 

Price: 

£21,364 

Engine: 

1.6-litre 4cyl 
turbodiesel 

Power: 

135bhp 

Transmission: 

Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

9.3 seconds 

Top speed: 

119mph 

Economy: 

65.7mpg 

CO 2 : 

114g/km 

ON SALE March 




■ FIRST DRIVE Can new 'whisper diesel' get the best out of mini-SUV? 




Jonathan Burn 

Jonaihan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
@jonathan_burn 


ni LOOK as hard as you like at the 
All pictures, but you won’t identify 
any cosmetic changes to this Vauxhall 
Mokka from its predecessor. Peek 
beneath the bonnet, however, and you’ll 
find a new 135bhp 1.6-litre ‘whisper 
diesel’ engine borrowed from the Astra. 

It replaces the current 1.7 CDTi and 
joins the two petrol units in the Mokka 
range, immediately making a strong 
case for itself as the engine of choice. 

Not only is it quicker and more 
refined than the outgoing 1.7, it’s 
more flexible and considerably more 
economical than both petrol versions. 

Despite the name of the engine, 
you’re welcomed with more of a clatter 
than a whisper upon start-up, but once 
up to temperature, it settles and becomes 
almost undetectable at idle. It begins to 
run out of steam around 4,000rpm, yet 
the wide spread of torque means you 
rarely have to rev it out to make progress. 

Even accelerating in sixth gear 
from 40m ph reveals notable urgency, 
although the 1.6 really comes into its 
own at cruising speeds, pulling an 
indicated l,900rpm at 70mph. As a 
result, economy is impressive: it claims 
65.7mpgand 114g/km CO 2 emissions. 

Our Limited Edition model came with 
19-inch alloy wheels as standard, which 
emphasise the mini-SUV proportions 
yet do nothing for ride comfort. They 
deliver unwelcome thuds through the 
cabin that could upset passengers. 
Around town, the light steering is 
welcome (most owners won’t 



Button-heavy dash dominates the interior, while new diesel is a capable cruiser 





worry that it relays no information 
back to the driver), while body roll 
is evident in slightly faster corners. 

Inside, Vauxhall hasn’t addressed the 
rather drab-looking design and swathes 
of buttons, with several decorative 


chrome strips doing nothing other than 
reflecting intense sunlight into your eyes. 

There is plenty of standard kit, but a 
£21,364 price tag is steep considering 
an equivalent Nissan Juke is £19,200 
and comes with sat-nav as standard. 


EQUIPMENT Limited Edition 
models come with 19-inch alloys, 
dual-zone air-con and Bluetooth 


SAT-NAV Vauxhall's £1,055 nav 
system is intuitive, but contact with 
direct sunlight renders it useless 

E. Verdict 

A NEW engine can transform an 
ageing car, and while the Mokka 
has improved, it hasn’t received 
the new lease of life it needed. 
The 1.6-litre is refined, punchy 
and efficient, but allied with a 
rather dull driving experience. It’s 
a safe and affordable family car, 
but one you’d choose with your 
head rather than your heart. 
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New cars 


Renault Twingo DCT 


flCSlTtolMOU. 

“Less powerful 70bhp naturaJJy 
aspirated model is less efficient, 
promising 6£,6mpg economy 
and lOBg/km GOa emissions" 


and makes city car easy to drive 


Renault Twingo DCT 

FIRST DRIVE New twin-clutch automatic box is big news in tiny city 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
10.8 seconds/99mph 


car 



Andrew English 

SMART will call itTwinamic, Renault 
will call it OCT, but we’ve finally got our 
hands on the twin-clutch automatic 
transmission which will be fitted to 
the brands’ new, jointly developed 
city cars from this summer. 

The previous-generation Smart 
ForTwo came with an awful automated 
manual transmission that made 
occupants nod like dogs at every 
snail-like change. Luckily, the new 
Twingo hasn’t inherited it, because 
there’s a new six-speed twin-clutch 
box that will be offered in the new 
ForTwo and ForFour (opposite) as well. 

It doesn’t come from Renault or 
Smart owner Mercedes, though; in 
fact, it’s a Getrag unit, already found in 
Renault’s Megane (albeit with a different 
casing), as well as the Ford EcoSport 
and Fiesta, plus some Qoros models. 

It has six speeds and two dry 
clutches, and the only evidence of its 
presence in the Twingo - apart from 
the absence of a clutch pedal - is the 
short, stubby, leather-capped lever 
and the Park, Reverse, Neutral and 
Drive gate, with manual selection 
by pushing the lever to one side. 

The unit can handle up to 250Nm 
of torque, and weighs about 63kg. The 
car we drove was a top-spec Dynamique 


with 89bhp and 135Nm of torque from 
its 0.9-litre three-cylinder turbo. We 
understand from Getrag and Renault 
that the transmission will also be 
fitted to the ZObhp 1.0-litre naturally 
aspirated Twingo. There are no prices 
yet, but the same gearbox in a Smart 
will cost an additional £995, so expect 
about the same for Renault. 

That’s a lot of money in a sub- 
£10,000 car, but as soon as you press 
the throttle you can feel and hear the 
improvement over the old automated 
manual. Automatic clutch take-up and 
pull away is perfectly refined even on an 
incline, and the gears engage smoothly 
and quickly. Plus, you don’t have to 
drive to suit the gearbox as you did 
in the past; you can keep the throttle 
pressed and the gearbox software 
takes control with each gearchange. 

Change manually and the unit 
responds well, engaging the next ratio 
up or down without noisy jerking or 
complaint, although in practice, most 
owners are likely to leave it in auto. 

The car we drove didn’t have steering 
wheel shift paddles, but the Smart 
does and we understand the Twingo 
will get them as an option. What the 
twin-clutch does is make a practical 
and convenient urban runabout even 
more practical and convenient. 
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Smart ForFour New cars ■ 


Essentials 


Renault Twingo 
DCT 90 Dynamique 

Price: £12,690 (est) 

Engine: 0.9-litre 3cyl turbo 
Power/torque: 89bhp/135Nm 
Transmission: Six-speed, twin-clutch 
semi-auto, rear-drive 
0-62mph: 10.8 seconds (est) 
Top speed: 99m ph (est) 

Economy: 66m pg (est) 

CO 2 : 99g/km (est) 


ON SALE October 



PRAaiCALITY With rear seats 
folded, flat load bay and tall body 
help free up a really usable 980-litre 
maximum capacity - second only to 
Hyundai's ilO in the city car market 



REAR SEATS Renault claims best- 
in-class legroom in the back of Twingo, 
although passengers may struggle to 
see round integrated front headrests. 
Helpfully, front passenger seat folds 



THE new Twingo is already 
making its mark as an agile 
and attractive city runabout, 
with a range of economical 
engines and impressive 
manoeuvrability thanks to its 
rear-engined, rear-wheel-drive 
configuration. While the new 
six-speed dual-clutch box is 
expensive, it makes the car 
even more pleasant to drive 
and a more practical alternative 
for the mean urban streets. 


Smart ForFour 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
15.9 seconds/94mph 



■ FIRST UK DRIVE Behind wheel of new five-door Smart on British roads 






Driver sits high up in the ForFour's 
basic cabin, while plastics are hard 




Sean Carson 

Sear_Carson@dennis.co.uk 

(i>carbitrator 


nfj IN the five-door city car class, price 
AiJ is key, and the Smart ForFour starts 
at £11,620 - far more than for the base- 
spec Skoda Citigo and Hyundai ilO. So, 
what does the newcomer offer over rivals? 

While this new model can’t quite park 
nose-on, like the ForTwo, it’s incredibly 
manoeuvrable, with a class-leading 
8.65-metre turning circle. Add in light 
steering and good all-round visibility, 
and zipping through congested city 
streets and parking are simple. An 
optional rear-view camera and parking 
sensors help further, and although the 
ForFour is 80cm longer than its little 
brother, it still feels compact on the road. 

The ride is supple and composed, 
with the suspension absorbing urban 
obstacles with ease. However, it loses 
that edge on faster, more open roads. 
And don’t be fooled by the rear-engined, 
rear-wheel-drive layout - the ForFour 


HA performani* _ 

wrBlon of tbe Smart is m 

nrodllOtlOQ 83ld set to „ 

week’s Geneva Motor Show 


has been made to handle like a front- 
wheel-drive car and isn’t very sporty. 

You sit high up and there’s a fair bit 
of body roll in corners. Plus, while the 
ZObhp 1.0-litre three-cylinder petrol 
engine we tested feels punchy and 
willing around town, it’s bland when you 
take the car out of its comfort zone. 

It’s still more refined than the Renault 
Twingo, which shares its chassis and 
engine with the ForFour, thanks to the 
Smart’s extra soundproofing, but it 
lacks the French car’s character. 

The Smart’s rear doors are only small, 
but open wide for easy access. There’s 
not much room when you’re back there, 
but the cabin feels light and airy thanks 
to the panoramic roof, even if the budget 
interior plastics are hard and brittle. 

Plus, the ForFour should be cheap 
to run, with claimed fuel economy 
of 67.3mpgand CO 2 emissions of 
97g/km meaning road tax is free. 


"The ride is supple and composed, with the 
suspension absorbing obstacles with ease" 


ON THE ROAD Despite mechanical 
layout, ForFour handles like front-drive 
cat. It gets ESR collision warning alert, 
plus crosswind and lane keep assist 


Verdict 


THE ForFour adds more practicality 
to Smart’s tight-turning city car 
family. The extra size and weight 
over the ForTwo mean the turbo is 
the one to go for, but it still doesn’t 
quite have the same character as 
the Renault Twingo it shares its 
mechanicals with, and it’s much 
pricier than a Skoda Citigo. 


Essentials 


Smart ForFour Prime 

Price: 

£12,315 

Engine: 

1.0-litre 3cyl 

Power: 

70bhp 

Transmission: 

Five-speed manual, 
rear-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

15.9 seconds 

Top speed: 

94mph 

Economy: 

67.3mpg 

CO 2 : 

97g/km 

ON SALE Now 



REAR SEATS There's not a 
great deal of room in the back of 
the ForFour, but the panoramic roof 
makes the rear feel light and airy 



PRACTICALITY Boot space is 
acceptable at 185 litres, rising to a 
generous 975 litres when the flat- 
folding rear seats are stowed away 
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New cars 


Peugeot 208 GTi 30th 



Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 


6.5 seconds/125mph 


Peugeot 208 GTi 30th 


Running costs 

52.4mpg (official) 


FIRST DRIVE Anniversay Edition is what weVe been crying out for in standard 208 GTi 




Joriathan Burn 

Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
@jonathan_burn 


re WHEN the folks at Peugeot Sport 
jiS get involved with the development 
of a new model, the result rarely fails to 
impress - look at the bonkers RCZ R. 
Now, the motorsport arm has worked its 
magic on the 208 GTi to produce this 
30th Anniversary Edition, and we’ve 
driven it in the UK for the first time. 

Beyond its debatable fashion sense, 
changes under the skin should give the 
GTi 30th just what it needs to take on 
the current cream of the crop, the Ford 
Fiesta ST (tested on Page 48). Power 
from the 1.6-litre four-cylinder turbo 
has been upped from 197bhp to 
205bhp, with 300Nm of torque. 

That’s enough to make it feel urgent, 
and while this extra grunt sounds like 
it would give the front axle a thorough 
workout, the clever Torsen limited-slip 
differential from the RCZ R minimises 
torque steer and maximises traction. 

Dive into a corner and you can feel 
the nose tucking in, with the differential 
shuffling power across the axle to keep 
you cornering neatly. Even a heavy boot 
of throttle mid-corner doesn’t upset its 
composure, as you can feel the GTi 
pulling itself around the inside front 
wheel. Add in a wider front and rear 



track - 22mm and 16mm respectively - 
a 10mm reduction in ride height, stiffer 
dampers and stickier rubber, and you 
have a recipe to frighten the Fiesta ST. 

A relaxed traction control and ESP 
system also gives you more freedom 
to exploit the Peugeot’s potential. 
What’s missing is a sharp and snappy 
gearchange. The six-speed manual 
transmission from the GTi remains, with 
a long and inconsistent throw. Ifs no 
deal breaker, but next to the ST, the 
slightest of faults are highlighted. 

Everyone of the 100 GTi 30ths bound 
for the UK come with Peugeot Sport 
bucket seats. They provide plenty of 
support when you’re attacking corners, 
butcnough freedom and cushioningto 
keep you comfortable. And it’s just as 
well because the stiffer set-up and 
18-inch alloys make a meal of rutted 
British tarmac, but no more than the ST. 

It’s in the GTi 30th where Peugeot’s 
i-Cockpit cabin layout begins to make 
sense, with the small steering wheel 
adding to the car’s darty nature. 

Best of all, while the UK will be 
limited to only 100 examples of this 
model, its popularity has prompted 
Peugeot ro introduce a new 208 GTI 
by Peugeot Sport trim, which adds 
the 30th Edition’s mechanical magic 
without the questionable exterior. 


Tiny steering 
wheel adds to 
sporty nature, 
but we're not 
convinced 
by two- 
tone 
paint 
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Porsche 911 GTS New cars ■ 


E^jiab Porsche 911 GTS 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed K ^ ^ 
4.4 seconds/190mph ^ 


Peugeot 208 GTi 30th 

Price: £21,995 
Engine: 1.6-litre Acyl turbo 
Power: 205bhp 

Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 6.5 seconds 
Top speed: 143m ph 
Economy: 52.3mpg 
CO 2 : 125g/km 

ON SALE Now 



U FIRST UK DRIVE Powerful newcomer could be best all-rounder in range 



Essentials 

Porsche 911 GTS 

Price: £91,098 
Engine: 3.8-litre flat-six 
Power: 424bhp 

Transmission: Seven-speed manual, 
rear-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 4.4 seconds 
Top speed: 190mph 
Economy: 29.7m pg 
CO 2 : 223g/km 

ON SALE Now 


PRACTICALITY Despite all its 
extras, the GTi is still a practical 
supermini. There's decent space in 
the rear for two adult passengers, 
as well as a generous 285-litre boot 



EQUIPMENT Dials are carried 
over from standard GTi, but 30th 
gets unique bucket seats and 18-inch 
matt black alloys. Sat-nav, dual-zone 
air-con, touchscreen are all standard 



Verdict 

THE introduction of this 30th 
Anniversary Edition makes 
you wonder why Peugeot didn’t 
seek advice from its motorsport 
division when it was developing 
the standard 208 GTi. Faster, more 
engaging and more direct, the 
30th is a complete transformation 
and makes the £2,895 premium 
you’ll pay over the regular model 
look like a bargain. However, 
the Ford Fiesta ST does all of 
this at a fraction of the cost. 

★★★★★ 



^ Verdict 

THE Porsche 911 GTS is a lovely 
car. Fabulous to drive, great to look 
at and wonderful to sit in, it’s the 
best all-round package in the 911 
range. If you can, step up to the 
GTS. You’ll soon forget about the 
premium over the S and just enjoy 
this engaging car for what it is. 

★★★★★ 


"Seven-speed manual models, like our test 
car, are the highest-powered manual 911s" 


Hl<)t Watson 

Mat_Watson@dennis.co.uk 
(.3 @mat_watson 


pTj THE 3 . 8 -litre 396bhp Carrera S is 
Ai a fantastic car, but it isn’t cheap. 

If you’ve got the money, though, there’s 
now further temptation in the form of 
Porsche’s 911 GTS. It might cost £7,553 
more, but with an extra 28bhp and 
plenty of added kit, it’s hard to resist. 

Standard kit includes the Sports 
Chrono Package with active engine 
mounts, while two-wheel-drive versions 
get the better-looking wider body of the 
Carrera 4. A wider rear track, plus revised 
settings for the PSM and a 10mm 
lowered ride height, further improve the 
handling over the S. Admittedly, you’d 
only spot the difference on a back-to- 
back test, but theoretical improvements 
matter to sports car buyers. 

Thankfully, the sharper dynamics 
haven’t detracted from the 911’s road 
manners. With the suspension in 
comfort mode it’s relaxing enough 


for commuting, but every other setting 
should always be in ‘sport’. The free- 
revving 3.8-litre engine has even more 
of a top-end rush than in the S, and the 
sports exhaust - now standard - really 
opens its lungs at around 2,000rpm. 

The GTS has unique front and rear 
bumper designs, smoked headlamps 
and centre-locking gloss-black alloys, 
plus there are lashings of Alcantara 
in the well built cabin. Seven-speed 
manual models, like our test car, are the 
highest-powered manual 911s you can 
buy, and purists will love the slick action. 
However, the £2,817 dual-clutch PDK 
unlocks a launch control function, shifts 
faster than a human can and means 
your left leg won’t get tired in traffic. 

Our test car featured an eye-watering 
£10,000 of options, so exercise caution, 
but the £1,223 Sport Design Pack is 
worth considering. It includes a ducktail 
spoilerthat enhances the 911’s looks. 



EQUIPMENT Alcantara extends to 
rear seats, but despfre long list of kit, 
there are still lots of options - and 
Bluetooth is among them, for £558 



STYLING Ducktail spoiler harks 
back to Porsche's past and looks like 
it was always meant to be there. It's 
part of the £1,223 Spot t Design Pack 



WHEELS Centre-locking 20-inch 
alloy wheels with a gloss-black 
finish are unique to GTS. Smoked 
headlamps also set the car apart 
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THE ABARTH 500 BI-COLORE: YOU’LL T 
HAVE TO BE QUICK TO GET YOURS 







o . ' 


FOR ANYONE WHO WANTS SOMETHING 
SPECIAL. THERE’S ABARTH. AND FOR 
ANYONE WHO WANTS SOMETHING EXTRA 
SPECIAL, THERE'S THE ABARTH BI-COLORE. 
A RUN OF JUST 50 CARS FEATURING A 
UNIQUE TWO TONE PAINT FINISH AND A 
HOST OF OTHER SPECIFICATION UPGRADES. 


THE ABARTH 500 CUSTOM WTTH EXCLUSIVE 'BI-COLORE' 
PACK.YOUR5 FOR JUST E15,S90' OTR WHICH INCLUDES: 

UNIQUE SCOWlOWE BLACK OVER RECORD GREY PAINT 

REAR PRIVACY GLASS 

17-10 SPOKE DIAMOND FINISH ALLOY WHEaS 
ABARTH SPORTS SEATS WITH NATURAL LEATHER TRIM 


ENVIOUS GLANCES 








FIND OUT MOR£ At ABARTHpAflS.CO.UK 


’ Model ihoWfi ii >jew Absrth -SCO 1 .4 I liSusMvt '0f*&aJofe*"^k 5,990 O^R-The '0i-Cotof^e' pack is m\f aivaiUble on ieibcced stock Nicies artd i^ ' 

' . 'sLi&jiSct to ava^bilicf. Range d offiei^ M conswr^pdo^^ AWth Urban 33;2 - 3^ mpg {B S - 76 1/ lOOkm); Urt»n SZ3 - 60,1 m$ig tS 1 -47 1/ lOOkm); 

Combing 4lS - 40 1 {6 S - 5.0 (TlOOkm). 00^ fSS^-^l 34 Fuy co$%surtipcipn and Cp^ figures obtained For coinpsrative purposes in accordam with EC dhnecdves/ 

rty^ulanion^ and itdy not be rcpreserHatiW of rcal^i% driYmg condiddni. factors atcb 4slSrk^ uyle. weather and rtftd condiuord may iFw hay? a iffniT cant effect on fuel consumpugn. 

-LL - ■‘■"/-j-; 








Volvo XC90T6 New cars ■ 




Volvo XC90 T6 

■ FIRST DRIVE Can four-cylinder 
petrol power deliver in big SUV? 

St. 


Fowler 

Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 
n @stevefowler 


Volvo XC90T6 
Inscription 


Price: 

£53,200 

Engine: 

2.0-litre Acyl petrol 

Power: 

316bhp 

Transmission: 

Eight-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 

0-60mph: 

6.1 seconds 

Top speed: 

143mph 

Econ./C02: 

35.3mpg/179g/km 


ON SALE June 


^ Verdict 

ONCE you get accustomed to the 
noise of a four-cylinder engine in 
a car this big, the clever 2.0-litre 
motor propels the XC90 with plenty 
of verve. As petrol engines in SUVs 
go, it’s reasonably efficient, too. 
We’d still prefer the diesel - you 
don’t lose much in refinement or 
performance and will save a few 
thousand on the purchase price. 
But the T6 is still impressive. 


UIj VOLVO’S decision to downsize its 
xil engine range to four-cylinders or 
less means the only petrol option (other 
than theTS plug-in hybrid) for the new 
XC90 SUV is a 316bhp turbocharged 
and supercharged four. Can it do 
a big enough job in a big SUV? 

Yes. Floor the accelerator and there’s 
an instant shove of acceleration that 
belies the small-capacity motor. 
Gearchanges from the eight-speed auto 
can be a little jerky, while the engine 
noise is more soprano than tenor and 
takes a little getting used to. Volvo is 
strident in its refusal to employ any 
synthetic help to improve the noise - we 
think it should bite the bullet on that one. 

The D5 diesel remains our choice for 
its decent performance and impressive 
fuel economy (mpg takes a bit of a 
tumble in this T6), and all for a few grand 
less than the equivalent T6 model. 

However, the incredible levels of 
refinement and comfort the XC90 has 
to offer are still present. It rides nicely 
(avoid the biggest 21-inch wheels), 
while there’s superb build quality, space 
for all the family across three rows of 
seats and advanced tech to keep them all 
safe. Plus, there’s the best touchscreen 
infotainment system we’ve seen. 


EQUIPMENT 

Upmarket interior 
gets close to Audi 
levels of quality, 
while advanced 
connectivity and 
safety kit give XC90 
an advantage over 
big SUV rivals 



m677 


■ Coming soon 



Automedia 


LATE 2015 

New Astra will focus 
on weight reduction 
and a classier design 
when it arrives 
later this year. 


SUPERMINIS 


Porsche GT3RS 

mid 2015 

Fiat 500 

2016 

Porsche 911 facelift 

late 2015 

Ford Ka 

mid 2015 

Porsche 961 

2017 

Honda Jazz 

early 201 5 

Porsche Pajun 

2017 

Hyundai i20 Coupe 

March 

Renault Alpine 

late 2015 

Mazda 2 

spring 

Toyota FT-1 (Supra) 

late 2015 

RenaultsportTwingo 

late 201 5 

Vauxhall Monza 

2015 

RenaultZOE update 

spring 

SUVs 


SEAT Ibiza 

2016 

Alfa Romeo SUV 

early 2016 

Skoda Fabia 

early 201 5 

Aston Martin SUV 

2017 

Smart ForTwo 

early 201 5 
early 201 5 

Audi Q1 

2016 

Smart ForFour 

Audi Q5 

2016 

Vauxhall Adam Grand Slam 

April 

Audi Q6 

2016 

Vauxhall CorsaVXR 

spring 

Audi Q7 

mid 2015 

Vauxhall Viva 

spring 

Audi Q8 

2017 

FAMILY CARS 


Audi RS Q1 

late 2016 

Alfa Romeo Giulia 

late 201 5 

Bentley Bentayga 

2016 

Alfa Romeo Giulia Estate 

late 201 5 

BMWX3 

2016 

Audi A3 three-cylinder 
AudiAA 

late 201 5 

BMWX7 

2018 

mid 2015 

Dacia Duster facelift 

2016 

BMW 1 Series facelift 

2015 

Ford Edge 

2015 

BMW 3 Series Plug-in 

mid 2016 

Honda CR-V 

2015 

BMWiS 

2016 

Honda Vezel 

2015 

FordMondeoVignale 

mid 2015 

Infiniti QX30 

late 2015 

Honda FCEV 

mid 2015 

jaguar F-Pace 

2016 

Infiniti Q30 

early 2016 

Kia Sorento 

Lamborghini Urus 

early 201 5 
2017 

jaguarXE 

Mercedes CLA Shoot. Brake 

spring 
early 201 5 

Land Rover Defender 

2016 

MGS 

2015 

Maserati Levante 

2016 

MINI Clubman 

early 201 5 

Mazda CX-3 

mid 2015 

Nissan Leaf 

mid 2016 

Mercedes GLC 

Mercedes GLE Coupe 

2015 

Porsche Panamera estate 

2016 

2015 

Renault Espace 

late 201 5 

Mercedes babySUV 

2017 

Peugeot Quartz 

Porsche Cayenne Coupe 
Porsche Macan Turbos 

2016 
2017 
early 201 5 

Skoda Superb 

Skoda Fabia estate 

Tesla Model III 

summer 
early 201 5 
2016 



Toyota Prius 

late 201 5 

rorscne iviacan ij i b 

zU15 

Toyota Mirai 

late 201 5 

Range Rover Sport SVR 

spring 

Vauxhall Astra 

late 201 5 

Renault Kwid 

2016 

VW Beetle Dune 

VW Golf Alltrack 

late 201 5 
mid 2015 

Renault Kadjar 

Renault seven-seat SUV 

August 

2016 

VWGolfCC 

2015 

SEATIBX 

2016 

VW Golf Restate 

VW Passat Alltrack 

spring 

summsr 

Skoda Yeti+2 

2016 

SsangYongTivoli 

2015 


Suzuki Vitara 

April 

VW Passat GTE 

June 

Tesla Model X 

2015 

SPORTS CARS 


Toyota C-HR 

Volkswagen Taigun 

2017 

AlfaACStradale 

2015 

2015 

Alfa6C 

2016 

Volkswagen Tiguan 

2016 

Aston Martin DB9 

late 2016 

Volkswagen T-ROC 

2016 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

early 2016 

Volvo XC40 

2018 

AudiRS3 

March 

Volvo XC60 

late 2015 

AudiAS 

spring 2016 

Volvo XC90 

early 201 5 

AudiRA 

2016 

PEOPLE MOVERS 


AudiRS 

mid 2015 

BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer 

summer 

AudiTTSportback 

AudiTTSportQuattro 

BMW Ml 

BMW M2 

2016 
2016 
2016 
mid 2015 

Ford C-MAX facelift 

Ford Grand C-MAX facelift 

spring 

spring 

Ford S-MAX 

Mercedes R-Class 

early 201 5 
2016 

Caterham sports car 

2016 

VWTouran 

March 

Chevrolet Corvette Z06 
Ferrari 488 GTB 

spring 
spring 
late 201 5 

CABRIOLETS 

FiatSpider 

Audi TT Roadster 

Alfa Romeo 4C Spider 

2015 
early 201 5 

Ford Focus RS 

2016 

Ford Mustang 

Honda CivicTypeR 

early 201 5 
March 

Hat 124 Spider summer20l6 

Ford Mustang Convertible 

2015 

Honda NSX 

mid 2015 

Lamoorgnim Huracan spyaer lare zuis 

Infiniti Q60 
jaguarXE SVR 

2016 
early 2016 

iv\azaaiv\A-s 

Mercedes C-Class Cabriolet 
Mercedes S-Class Cabriolet 

eariyzuis 

2015 

2015 

Kia GT4 Stinger 
Lamborghini Asterion LP91( 
Lexus GS F 

2016 

3-4 2017 

late 201 5 

MINI Convertible 2016 

Range Rover Evoque Cabriolet 2015 

Rolls-Royce Wraith Drophead 2016 

Lexus RC 

late 201 5 

Lexus LF-LC 

2016 

VW Deeiie uune caorioiei 

laie zuis 

Maserati Alfieri 

2016 

LUXURY CARS 


Maserati GranTurismo 

late 2017 

BMW 7 Series 

mid 2015 

McLaren P13 

2015 

Cadillac ELR 

late 2015 

Mercedes-AMG GT 

early 201 5 

Infiniti Q80 

2020 

Mercedes C 450 AMG Sport 
MG TF replacement 
MlNljCW 

spring 
2015 
early 201 5 

JaguarXE 

Mercedes-Maybach S 600 
Mercedes S-Class Pullman 

late 2015 
spring 
2015 

Nissan PulsarNismo 

mid 2015 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

2017 

Peugeot 308 R 

mid 2015 

VW Phaeton 

late 2016 

Porsche Cayman GT4 

March 

Volvo S90 

2016 



25 February 2015 47 






im. 


Road tests 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 



HYUNDAI GENESIS 
vs LEXUS GSASOh 

Wg sgg if big Hyundai can 
nnake an innpact on gxgc 
class as it meets Lexus. 




Engine: 1.6-litre Acyl turbodiesel, 197bhp 


0-60niph: 7.1 seconds 


Test economy: 27. 0mpg/5.9mp l 
CO 2 : 144g/km 


Can fiery Juke Nismo RS crossover rival traditional pocket rockets? 


pra 
lern 
igei 
>hp 
le, i 
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M LIVING WrTH A... 

FIAT PANDA CROSS 

Baby off-roader is new 
to fleet, and we’ve been 
itching to get it mucky. 



^ n LIVING WITH AN... 
nK AUDI TT COUPE 

Classy two-door’s been 
beset by problenns, so 
we’ve barely driven it. 





Nissan Juke Nismo RS 



Ford Fiesta ST-3 

f rto! £19.39^ 

Eiigiwet 1,^ Iitfg4cyl IgQfahp ^ 


r.8 s«condi& 
TcstecoRomyt 27.0mps/5.9nipl 


Price; £21,650 

Engine; 1.6-litre Acyl, 215bhp 


0-60niph; 7.9 seconds 
Test economy; 28.0mpg/6.2mpl 








COj; 165g/km 

Annual md laX: £1&0 
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Road test 


Nissan |uke Nismo RS vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: Nissan Juke Nismo R5 

PRICE: £21,650 ENGINE: 1.6-Litre 4cyL. 215bhp 


Exterior 


WHEN the quir]^ Nissan Juke crossover 
burst on to the scene in 2010, it tempted 
a legion of buyers out of superminis and into 
small SUVs. And just as the regular high- 
riding hatchback stole sales from the 
conventional class leaders, this latest 
performance-focused Juke Nismo RS is 
looking to do the same to established hot 
hatches. Here we test the more powerful 
£21, 6 5 0 two-wheel-drive manual version. 

styling 3.8/5 

IN the five years since it launched, the Juke 
has undergone one facelift and it’s still no 
less ordinary to look at. The unusual mix of 
flowing curves and sharp lines shocked when 
we first saw it. And although a restyle last year 
tightened up the overall appearance, the Juke 
is still a divisive car when it comes to design. 

On this hardcore Nismo RS version, the 
smooth surfaces of the regular Juke have 
been butched-up with a beefy bodykit. At 
the front there are twin gaping grilles that 
gulp air to cool the tuned engine, and a small 
front spJiniir. Wider wheelarches are filled 
by Nismo-specific 18 -inch alloys which, 
together with the deeper side skirts and 
short wheelbase, give the Nismo RS a 
squat, chunky profile on the road. 

At the rear, a deeper bumper featuring 
a diffuser insert and a single, large tailpipe 
make the Juke look lower and wider. A small 
boot lip spoiler and Nismo’s trademark 
red accents for the door mirrors and brake 
calipers complete the transformation from 
compact crossover to small, hot SUV. 

Nissan has approached the Juke’s interior 
in a similar w ay, placing the focus firmly on 
the driver. There’s an Alcantara-wrapped 
steering wheel and suede sports seats, all 
with racy contrasting red stitching. 

The RS is well equipped, featuring climate 
and cruise control, and a 5. 8 -inch touchscreen 
for the sat-nav and reversing camera. But the 
Juke’s cabin is showing its age iiDW, and 
although the Nismo flourishes do lift the 
atmosphere, they can’t fundamentally change 
what is a cramped and awkward space. 

Driving 3.6/5 

THE RS model benefits from a host 
of performance upgrades over the 
previous Juke Nismo, including a limited- 
slip differential, bigger 320mm front 
brakes and stiffer springs and dampers. 

It still rides nicely, even on rippled 
roads, with a comfortable edge to the 
damping, but despite these tweaks to 
the suspension, the jacked-up ride height 
means the compact crossover rolls around 

“The Juke still rides 
nicely, even on rippled 
roads, with a comfy 
edge to damping” 



in corners. Drive the Nismo RS hard andyoull 
find that it doesn’t live up to its looks. There’s 
not much grip, so if you approach a bend too 
quickly, the car will understeer badly. 

Turn-in isn’t particularly sharp, and the 
light steering doesn’t deliver much feedback, 
either, which makes the Nissan feel wayward 
and indistinct on the road. It’s compounded 
by the Juke’s 2i5bhp 1.6-htre turbocharged 
unit - the most powerful here. Even with that 
mechanical front diff to help traction, the 
Nismo RS doesn’t put its power down 
effectively. The engine overpowers the 
front t3rres, with lots of wheelspin and 
torque steer tugging at the steering wheel. 

On test, the Nissan couldn’t make its 
power advantage pay because of this. It was 
actually the slowest of the trio, accelerating 
from o-6omph in 7.9 seconds, with a lack 
of grip off the line hampering the Juke. It 
was quickest from so-yomph through the 
gears, though, thanks to shorter ratios 
and the turbocharged engine’s strong 
performance at higher revs - it’s just a 
shame the sound isn’t more exciting, too. 

Next to the Ford and Renault, the Nissan 
is the heaviest car here, weighing in at 1,315kg. 
The extra mass over its two sniallcT, lighter 
rivals showed in our brake tests, with the 
Juke Nismo taking 52.4 metres to stop from 
yomph - that’s 1.6m longer than the Fiesta ST 
and a whopping 4.8m more than the Clio. 

Reliabilitv 3.9/5 

AS a brand, Nissan has a strong reputation 
for reljabdicy, and finished mid-table in our 
Driver Power 2014 satisfaction survey. While 
the tuned 1.6-htre engine puts out plenty of 
power, it shares its basic architecture with 
the Renaultsport Clio’s engine, so there 
shouldn’t be any problems with longeviiy. 

The Juke Nismo RS features six airbags 
as standard, as well as Nissan’s Safety 
Shield, which adds lane departure and 
blind-spot warning systems, plus a 360- 
degree around-view camera system. 

That’s a lot of safety equipment on a 
small car, and although the Nismo RS 
doesn’t benefit from autonomous braking 
systems, it helped the Juke score a full 
five-star rating in Euro NCAP’s crash test. 
Buyers can also opt for four-wheel drive to 
give a more sure-footed feel and extra peace 
of mind, but this version only comes with a 
lacklustre CVT automatic gearbox. 

Running costs 3.1/5 

THE Nismo RS’s shorter gearing doesn’t make 
as big a dent on fuel efficiency as you’d think. 
Nissan quotes 39.2mpg officially, while our 
test figures show the Juke managed 28.ompg, 
making it the most frugal car here, despite the 
highest power output, heaviest kerbweight 
and less streamlined aerodynamics. 

But as it emits a hefty i65g/km of CO2, 
this is the most expensive car to tax. It has 
a Benefit in Kind rating of 26 per cent, so 
higher-rate business users will have to cough 
up £2,398 a year - the most of the group. 



Nissan Juke 
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Road test 




“Llft your bandji off tlio 
wHeel aud aocoleiaSa Mrd to £ 
It Wlil veer lefl as 
and auspeuBtoa struggle to 
contain tbe car's firepower. 


Eye-catching design 

WITH bold nose, Juke still turns heads^ and Nsmo badges and 
red accents on our silver car add sporty touch. Ciaping griLles 
help cool tuned engine, and 18 -lncK allo^ are unique to Msmo 


QYS4HHG 




Nismo RS 


‘^e^sr^'M’s 8ty^ 

In-your-faco, "but tne 
togli-rtdtog otiasala 
aoe Bn*t liave the grip 
or oomposur© to ^ 
hack up the looks. 

aew^3ft»»i 

f\=c^ \T^ poad test ^n~o2. 


Steering wheel 


NISMO RS gets Alcantara- 
wrapped steering wheel, but 
a lack of reach adjustment 
means it’s a stretch 

Screen 

LOW-res climate control 
screen looks cheap and 
feels gimmicky, displaying 
limited information 


Practicality 3.4/5 


PACKAGING isn’t the Juke’s strong point, and it shows as soon as you 
climb aboard. The driving position is flawed, with no steering reach 
adjustment, while the sports seats don’t offer the support or adjustment 
we’d expect - although you can add supportive Recaros for £1,300 extra. 

The Nismo RS feels cramped and low-rent, too, with hard 
plastics for the dash and doors. Sit in the back and it’s even more 
claustrophobic, with limited headroom and a tiny door restricting 
access. The tight cabin limits rearwards visibility, although the view 
forward is better thanks to the high-up driving position. 

The Juke’s flexible boot floor allows you to use all 354 litres of space, 
or a smaller volume with a more secure area out of sight. It’s the only 
neat storage feature, as the glovebox and door bins are quite small. 


c FD O 

C02/tax Practicality 

165g/knn Boot (seats up/down) 

ElSOor 26% 354/1,189 Litres 


t/'l 


CD O 


Performance 

□-60/3D-70mph 
7.9/5 .6 seconds 


Braking 

52.4/3B.0/10.0m 


Running costs 

2a.0mpg (on test) 
£49 fiLL-up 


O 
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Road test 


Nissan |uke Nismo RS vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: Renault Clio RS 200 Turbo EDC Lux Cup 

PRICE: £19,995 ENGINE: 1.6-Litre 4cyL, 197bhp 


Fj I J RENAULT has a reputation for building 
aU lively, effervescent hot hatchbacks that 
are great to drive, so its current downsized 
Clio RS represented a departure from the 
familiar recipe when it hit the market in 2013. 

That’s because Renaultsport focused on 
emissions, cutting the Clio’s capacity and 
adding a turbo, while opting for a dual-dutch 
auto gearbox only. We test the £19,995 Lux 
model here with the optional Cup pack. 

StyUng 4.1/5 

THERE’S no mistaking the Renaultsport Clio 
for one of its lesser stablemates, thanks to its 
bulging wheelarches, optional 18-inch gloss- 
black alloys and the £1,300 Liquid Yellow 
metallic paint. There are performance-focused 
design touches eveiywhere, from the gaping 
twin tailpipes and rear diffuser to the 
distinctive front end, featuring an Fi -style 
silver front blade specific to the RS. 

From all angles the Renault looks eveiy 
inch the aggressive hot hatch, with a boot 
spoiler, deep front bumper and RS badging 
transforming the curvy, regular Clio into 
something much more hardcore. 

Inside, Renault has been less adventurous 
with the styling changes, however. The RS 
gets a pair of more supportive sports seats, 
grey-faced RS dials and some red flashes on 
the gear! ever, doors and air vents. Other than 
that, though, much of the cabin is carried 
over from the rest of the Clio range. 

That’s no bad thing, as apart from 
some budget plastics, the Clio’s interior 
is functional and loaded with equipment. 
Eveiything is controlled from the central 
seven-inch touchscreen tablet, with sat- 
113V, Bluetooth, cruise control and USB 
connectivity all fitted as standard. Large 
icons and clear graphics mean the 
infotainment system is intuitive. 

Our test car was also fitted with the 
£295 Renaultsport Monitor, which gives 
real-time performance data on the colour 
screen. You can download your fastest laps 
from your favourite race tracks, and view 
different engine and gearbox parameters. 

It’s a touch gimmiclty, but is aimed at the 
younger audience Renault is trying 
to attract with its raciest Clio. 

Driving 4.1/5 

THE Renault actually shares its 1.6 -litre turbo 
engine with the Juke Nismo RS, although 
here it produces i97bhp. Unlike the Nissan, 
it feels more willing and urgent low-down, 
but where the Nismo rushes towards the red 
line, the Clio’s power delivery feels strangled 
higher up the rev range. It’s not helped by 

“The ride strikes a 
good balance between 
control and comfort 
for a sporty hatch” 


the whooshing exhaust note or the sluggish 
gearbox. Pull the ‘up’ paddle and the Clio 
pauses before engaging the next gear - it’s 
faster in Race mode, but the shift times still 
aren’t that quick. A long throw to the paddle’s 
action means you’re never quite sure if your 
request for another ratio has registered, either. 

Despite this, the RS recorded the quickest 
o-6omph time on test, at 7.1 seconds, thanks 
to Renault’s launch control system, which 
manages engine revs for you to make the 
best getaway possible. It’s explosive off the 
line, but the anodyne engine loses out to its 
rivals when it comes to in-gear acceleration. 

Unlike lesser Clios, the RS allows you to 
fully disengage the stability control to explore 
the tuned chassis’ capability on track. The £650 
Cup pack fitted to our test car adds 15 per cent 
stiffer springs and dampers, bigger 18 -inch 
wheels with grippier Dunlop tyres and lowers 
the ride height by 3mm - the result is plenty 
of grip to lean on in quick corners, although 
if you do push past the limit, the Clio isn’t as 
progressive or communicative as the Ford. 

Instead, the Renault responds better to a 
neat and tidy driving style, preferring you to 
place the car accurately with the well weighted 
steering. It’s an impressive performer, yet it 
can’t match the Fiesta ST for composure on the 
track or road. The ride strikes a good balance 
between control and comfort for a sporty 
hatchback, but big potholes do send thumps 
and rattles through the car’s structure. 

Reliability 3.8/5 

FRENCH manufacturers have traditionally 
been criticised for poor reliability and flimsy 
build quality, but Renault has dramatically 
improved in these areas over recent years. 

It was still only the 19 th best manufacturer 
for reliability in our Driver Power 2014 
surv^, but it scored reasonably well 
for dealer service, taking 14th spot. 

Renault’s fourth-generation Clio boasts 
plenty of safety kit, including six airbags and a 
t3rre pressure monitoring system that helped 
it score a maximum five-star rating in Euro 
NCAP’s crash tests. However, it isn’t available 
with any autonomous braking safety aids. 

Running costs 3.4/5 

THE Clio is more expensive to buy than the 
Fiesta and residual values aren’t as strong - 
it’s predicted to retain only 45.8 per cent 
of its new price after three years. Still, 
according to our test figures, the Renault 
will cost a similar amount to run. 

In mixed driving conditions, the RS 
returned 27.ompg - an identical figure to the 
Fiesta ST. But it emits the most CO2 here, at 
i44g/km, and that means a 21 per cent Benefit 
in Kind rate. As a result, company car buyers 
pay £92 6 per year at the lower rate and £1,851 
at the higher rate - £108 and £214 respectively 
more than those who choose the Ford. 

Still, the Renaultsport is rated one 
insurance group lower, which means 
a year’s cover will cost £376 for our sample 
driver - a small saving over the Fiesta ST. 


Exterior 



Renault Cli 
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“Tlie Renault’s uprated 
braJies dtllwr superb 
stopping power, bringing 

me0liotoB.lx8Xtfrom 

70 nipb in just 4T6m 
at tbe track. However, 
the brake pedal doesn t 
have the aams 
progressive action 
aD(i feedback as ^ 
tJae beautifully Si. 

Judged Fiesta’s. < 




Performance 

RENAULT5PORT shares its turbo engine with the Nismo R5, 
but it appears more willing in the Clio. Shifts are on the slow 
side and in-gear acceleration can’t compete with rivals here, 
although the RS 200 still recorded the fastest O-SOmph time 


ORS 200 ^ O 

■ m W COz/tax Practicality 



CD O 


144g/km Boot (seats up/down) 
£145 or 21% 300/1,146 Litres 


Performance Braking Running costs 

□-60/30-70mph 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 27.0mpg (on test) 


7.1/6.3 seconds 


47.6/35.6/9.0m 


£48 fiLL-up 



•nsrrcs'iiom- 

*You can use the 
Renauit’a R-lAnk 
system to generate 
a more exotic engine 
note through the 
oar's Btereo. It 
njUnlcs aj^ything 
from a Clio Cup 
racer to a 
Hissan CT-R.” 
EMdftaKM 
CepUTf 2.0AD 
eDiro£ 


resT 


LSr 


RS Monitor 

CLiO’S RS Monitor shows a 
range of performance data, 
including O-SOmph sprint 
times and even wheelspin 


Quality 


CABIN design is modern 
with a piano-black central 
tablet. But poor quality and 
hard plastics detract from 
the premium image 


Practicality 3.9/5 


MAKING a five-door look like a sportier three-door hatch is a clever 
trick. At a glance, it’s easy to mistake the current Clio for the former, 
but Renault’s designers have neatly hidden the rear door handles with 
a rising beltline, keeping a rakish profile, but adding practical 

It means access to the rear is easier than in the Ford and cramped 
Nissan, and the RS’s width at the back means the interior is rcjo my. 
The boot is big, at 300 litres - it’s a deep, usable, square shape, and the 
seats fold easily so it’s simple to enlarge the load bay to the maximum 
1,146 litres. When stowed, the rear seats sit almost fiat, too. 

There are drawbacks, however, and storage space is one of them. 

It’s limited compared to the Ford’s - for example, the glovebox is 
tiny as right-hand-drive Clios have to accommodate the hisebox. 
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Road test 


Nissan |uke Nismo RS vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: Ford Fiesta 5T-3 

PRICE: £19,395 ENGINE: 1.6-LitrG 4cyL. ISObhp 


M SINCE the Ford Fiesta ST launched in 
JLlS 2013, it’s been the default small hot 
hatchback choice, thanks to its blistering 
performance and affordable price tag. It also 
proved that turbocharging and downsizing in 
a quest to reduce CO2 emissions doesn’t have 
to impact on fun. To find out if the Fiesta is 
still the king of its class, we test the range- 
topping ST-3 model, costing £19,395. 

StyUng 4.2/5 

THE Standard Fiesta is a sharply styled 
supermini, so Ford hasn’t had to work too 
hard to transform the small hatch into a 
more muscular-looking pocket rocket. 

The design changes really stand out, 
though, with more defined creases in the 
body giving a greater visual impact. At the 
front, there’s a larger mesh grille with a 
deeper front bumper, while the standard 
car’s sleek, swept-back headlights give 
the ST a more aggressive look. 

Buyers can opt for the £275 ST Style pack, 
which adds the dark-grey 17 -inch wheels as 
fitted to our test car. Although the standard 
silver items fill the massaged wheelarches 
perfectly well, the darker alloys increase the 
Fiesta’s visual presence and give it an even 
more aggressive stance. Red brake calipers 
(also part of the ST Style pack, along with ST 
sill plates), a large boot spoiler, a chunkier 
rear bumper and twin exhaust tailpipes 
are among the other highlights that 
contribute to the more focused look. 

Inside, the changes are less obvious, with 
metal pedals, bright red flashings for the 
part-leather seats and revised dials the only 
highlights. The new gauges are much easier to 
read than in the regular car, which is useful as 
there’s plenty of performance on offer here. 

Equipment on the top-spec ST-3 model 
is good, with cruise control, heated seats, 
keyless go and sat-nav all fitted as standard. 

It’s a shame the multimedia interface isn’t 
easier to use, though, as the messy 
dashboard is covered in small, fiddly buttons. 
However, the cabin does feel solidly built. 

Driving 4.8/5 

LOWER yourself into the Fiesta ST and 
you’re met by a hip-hugging Recaro sports 
seat that sets the tone for the whole driving 
experience; this is a car that delivers lofty 
driving thrills, turning a humble base into 
something truly special, without losing 
the Fiesta’s everyday practicali^. 

Core to that is the Ford’s chassis. Retuned 
suspension dampers and faster steering mean 
the ST’s limits are raised dramatically, but 
despite its hardcore approach, the Ford 

“The hip-hugging 
Recaro sports seats 
set the tone for the 
driving experience” 


always feels friendly. Turn-in is sharp, and 
the ST locks on to a cornering line, but it’s 
so balanced that quick direction changes are 
incredibly stable, aided by a clever torque 
vectoring system that shuffles power 
between the front wheels to help grip. 

On the track, the Fiesta can cariy more 
speed through corners than either of its rivals, 
and this translates to its on-road manners, 
too, where the precision and grip give you 
the confidence to drive the Ford harder. 

Although the Fiesta ST is down on power 
compared to the Juke and Clio, it’s actually up 
on torque, producing 29oNm low down at 
1,5 oorpm - the highest output here at the 
lowest revs. This makes the engine really 
usable, punching the tuned supermini out of 
corners. We couldn’t match Ford’s o-6omph 
claim of 6.9 seconds, with our figures nearly 
one second slower at 7.8, but the Fiesta’s 
in-gear acceleration was by far the quickest, 
taking 7.2 seconds from 50-70mph in top gear. 

The ST is about more than numbers, 
though. The engine is the best sounding here, 
with a delicious rasp that makes you rev it 
harder. It’s joined to a precise six-speed manual 
transmission that feels nicely mechanical; it’s 
a joy to snick up and down the gearbox. 

Settle down to a gentler pace, though, and 
the Ford takes on a more subdued role. The 
suspension is firm, but the smooth, plush 
damping means long-distance journeys 
are comfortable, although the car’s big 
wheels and low-profile tyres do give some 
noticeable road roar at higher speeds. 

Reliability 3.4/5 

WHILE the Fiesta ST has an edge over the 
Renault in how it drives, as an ownership 
proposition the Clio RS claws back some 
lost ground. Ford finished 10 places behind 
Renault in our Driver Power 2014 survey 
and trailed by 15 places for dealer service. 

The Fiesta is the UK’s best-selling car 
and has been in production for six years, 
so niggles should be few and far between. 

Still, if a fault should crop up, you won’t 
have to travel far to get it fixed as Ford 
has 731 garages across the counny. 

Standard safety equipment is generous, 
and includes seven airbags and Emergency 
Brake Assist, which helped the Fiesta achieve 
similar results to the Clio in Euro NCAP crash 
tests - it achieved the same five-star rating. 

Running costs 3.9/5 

NOT only is the Fiesta ST’s list price the 
cheapest, itll hold nearly 59 per cent of its 
value after three years - that’s an incredible 
13 per cent more than the Clio and nearly 
1 6 per cent more than the Juke. 

According to our calculations, the Fiesta 
returned 27.ompg over the course of the 
test, so it’s as efficient in the real world as the 
more powerful Renaultsport. With i38g/km 
emissions, the Ford costs £130 a year to tax. 

It attracts the same 21 per cent BIK rating as 
the Renault, but the Fiesta’s attractive sticker 
price means company car drivers will pay less. 


Exterior / 

1 





Ford Fiest: 
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Seats 


5T-3 gets excellent, 
part-leather heated 
Recaro sports seats 
as standard. They 
offer lots of comfort 


3 ST 


Road test 


RENAULT5P0RT has a rich legacy 
of tuning everyday hatchbacks, 
taking Renault’s regular offerings 
and spicing them up with more 
power and tweaked suspension. 

Founded in 1976, the French 
tuning arm takes building hot 
hatches so seriously that it 
even separates the production 
line for its most potent vehicles, 
with modern R5 products being 
screwed together in a different 
factory in Dieppe, northern France. 

With close links to Renault’s 
motorsport activities, there’s 
plenty of FI-inspired technology 
included on its cars, such as the 
current Clio RS’s front blade, 
paddleshift gearbox and 
diffuser-style rear bumper. 

By comparison. Ford’s ST 
boot badge is much younger, it 
stands for ’Sports Technology’ 
and was originally conceived as 
a sub-brand to sit underneath the 
company’s hardcore RS models. 

Now, with Ford uniting all of its 
hot road car operations under one 
roof - called ‘Ford Performance’ 

- ST is considered the lesser of 
three technology groups, it means 
we could see an even faster Fiesta 
RS featuring four-wheel drive and 
more power in the future. 

Although the Nismo brand has 
a limited history in Europe, it’s 
been around for a while in Japan. 
Nissan Motorsports (hence 
Nismo) was started in the mid 
eighties and originally built race 
cars - only later did it branch 
out into tuning road models. 

However, with increasing 
demand for added performance 
and style, Nissan has remarketed 
the Nismo brand as its range- 
topping performance line-up. 


s 

C02/tax 

138g/knn 


£130 or 21% 


o 

Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
290/974 Litres 

Performance 

0-60/30-70rnph 
7.a/6.3 seconds 

CD 

Braking 

70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

50.a/37.5/9.2m 


IB ST la a ntvong 

tlia lowest list 

m, lots of Mt and 

^atpredioted 
lidual values." 

Jioe. 2.0AD 


Head-to-head 


Badge battle 


“If you don’t mind 
out on some stands^ fel » 
tneu tHe entry-level Fiesta 
ST delivers tlie same 
scorcloing performano© 
and agile hmndMng for 

iuflt &17.39S. At that 
prlooiit’soneofthe 

hothatoh bargsisB 
of the deoad©*** 

Eepurf EcsMi 
TEST eUtrc® 


i 




Running costs 

27.0nnpg (on test) 

£51 fiLL-up 


Sat-nav 

FIESTA’S five-inch 
screen is small and hard 
to read. Controls are 
fiddly and clutter dash 


Practicality 3.6/5 

LACK of a five-door option may limit the Fiesta ST’s 
practicality credentials next to its rivals here, but the 
doors are long and open wide, which means climbing 
into the back isn't as hard as you might think. 

Once you’re there, it’s considerably more spacious 
than the Juke. Smaller rear windows make you feel 
cosseted rather than hemmed in, plus the Ford’s 
fairly square roofline gives plenty of head and 
legroom, even for adults standing six foot tall. 

Boot space isn’t quite as generous, however 
- at 290 litres it’s the smallest on test - but up 
front there’s lots of useful storage, with plenty 
of cup-holders, a good-sized glovebox and large 
storage bins thanks to those long doors. 




Protect yourself from the Asteriod Belt 

Generation 2 Self Healing Protection lias Arrived. 

Having brought the first Generation of Self Healing Film to the 
UK two years ago, our Technicians have added the latest 
Second Generation self healing Protective technology to our 
Inventory. . 

In your intergalactic travels protecting yourself from those 
micro meteor impacts has never been more important. We all 
know respraying your ship in some far off location is a bit of a 
pain, much tetter to not have to. Best of all though wear and 
tear from scratches picked up in your travels is very 
disconcerting to the Locals; abductions go much easier when 
you have, a scratch free shiny ship when visiting Earth> 

For the best paint protection in the Galaxy drop in to planet 
earth and contact our specialists on 01733 390777, or fire up 
the Intergalactic net and warp to www.paintshield.co.uk and 
they wilLget you protected and on your way in next to no time 
(theory of relativity applies). 






stone chip protection 
combat swirl marks 
self-healing technologies 
protect from - 

• stone chips 
' swirl marks 

• bird lime 

■ brake fluid & oil resistant 

concours winning finish 
best in class for durability 

n01733 390777 
^01733 390778 

info@paintshield.co.uk 
www.paintshield .co.uk 

r 


PaintshleW Ltd * Unit 4 - Worley Court ^ Morley Way ■ Pelerborough ■ Cambridgeshire - PE2 76W 
’ 1 01733 390777 ' f! 01733 390778 ■ web: www.painlshield, co.uk ■ e: infogpaintehield .co.uk 




Nissan |uke Nismo RS vs rivals 


Road test c 


Figures 


Ford Fiesta 
ST-3 



Renault Qio 
RS 200 Turbo 
EDC Lux Cup 



Nissan J^lce 
Nrsmo RS 





On-the-road price/total as tested 

£19,395/£19,670 

DESnUAl VAUJES 

THE Fiesta ST has 
Incredibly strong 
residuals. After 
three years It’ll 
be worth £11,385 
-that’s £2,227 
nnore than the 

Clio RS 200. 

£19,995/£22,240 • 

PRICE 

AUTOMATIC 
gearbox adds 

£21,650/£21,650 

Residual value (after 3yrs/36,000) 
Depreciation 

■ri 1 7%^ 

£9,158/45.8% 

£9,351/43.2% 

INSURANCE 

JUKE Nismo RS 

£8,010 

£10,837 

£12,299 

Annual tax liability std/higher rate 

£818/£1,637 

£926/£l,851 

extra to the 
Renaultsport’s 
showroom price. 

It comes with the 
least equipment 
as standard, too. 

£l,199/£2,398 

is nine insurance 

Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles) 

£2,171/£3,618 

£2,171/£3,618 

£2,093/£3,489 

groups lower than 
the Fiesta and 10 
below the Clio. It’s 
the cheapest car to 
insure here by £25. 

Ins. group/quote/road tax band/cost 
Cost of lst/2nd/3rd service 

30E/£382/E/£130 
£550 (3yrs) 

29E/£376/F/£145 
£299 (3yrs) 

20E/£351/G/£180 • — 

£0 (3yrs) 





Length/wheelbase 

3, 982/2, 489mm 


4,090/2,589mm 


4,165/2,530mm 


Height/width 

1,495/1, 709mm 

PERFORMANCE 

l,432/l,732mm 


l,565/l,765mm 


Engine 

4cyl in-line/1, 596cc 

IT nnight be down 

4cyl in-line/l,618cc 


4cyl in-line/1, 618CC 

POWER 

Peak power 

180/5,700 bhp/rpm 

on power, but the 

197/6,000 bhp/rpm 


215/6,000 bhp/rpm ^ 

NISSAN is the 

Peak torque 

290/1,500 Nm/rpm ■ 

Ford’s strong 

240/1,750 Nm/rpm 


280/3,600 Nm/rpm 

most powerful car 

Transmission 

6-spd man/fwd 

low revs nneans it 

6-spd auto/fwd 


6-spd man/fwd 

on test, but heavy 
kerbweight and 

Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel 

48 litres/sealant 

feels the fastest 

45 litres/sealant 


46 litres/sealant 

lack of traction 

Boot capacity (seats up/down) 

290/974 litres 

in the real world 

300/1,146 litres 


354/1,189 litres 

meant it couldn’t 

Kerbweight/payload/towing weight 

l,163/412kg/N/A 

- our in-gear 

appoloral'ion ■himoc 

l,204/507kg/N/A 


l,315/445/l,200kg 

beat the Renault 

Turning circle/drag coefficient 

11.4metres/N/A 

ciLv-CiLcil dLlUl 1 Lll 1 Ici3 

prove as much. 

10.6 metres/0.71Ccl 


10.7 metres/0.35Cd 

from O-GOmph. 

Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 

3yrs (60,000)/lyr 

4yrs (100,000)/4yrs 

DRIVER POWER 

3yrs (60,000)/lyr 

Service intervals/UK dealers 

12,500 (lyr)/731 


12,000 (2yrs)/153 

RENAULT has 

12,500 (lyr)/225 

Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos. 

25th/27th 

SAFETY 

15th/12th • 

improved its 

rol idhil i'hx/ ropnrrl 

22nd/25th 

Euro NCAP: Adult/child/ped./stars 

91/86/65/5 • 

SEVEN airbags 

88/89/66/5 

1 tzLIdUILILy 1 dV-UI u 

recently. Plus, its 

87/81/41/5 



come as standard 


four-year warranty 



0-60/30-70mph 

7.8/6.3 secs 

on the Ford. Juke 
offers more 

7.1/6.3 secs 

and affordable 

7.915.6 secs 


30-50mph in 3rd/4th 

3.0/4.3 secs 

safety tech, but 

3.3/4.4 secs 

servicing plan 
provide extra 

3.3/5.0 secs 

50-70mph in 5th/6th 

5.4/7.2 secs 

Euro NCAP gave 

6.4/8.7 secs 

peace of mind. 

5.917.9 secs 

REFINEMENT 

Top speed/rpm at 70mph 

139mph/2,600rpm 

all three cars a 

143mph/2,600rpm 


137mph/2,900rpm ■ 

SHORT gearing 

Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

50.8/37.5/9.2m 

maximum rating 
of five stars. 

47.6/35.6/9.0m 


52.4/38.0/10.0m 

ensures Juke runs 

Noise levels outside/idle/30/70mph 

65/47/65/74dB 


64/51/65/72dB 


59/42/64/72dB 

at higher revs 
on motorways. 

Auto Express econ (mpg/mpl)/range 

27.0/5.9/285 miles 


27.0/5.9/267 miles 

EFFICIENCY 

28.0/6.2/283 miles 

Thrashy engine 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

35.8/58.9/47.9mpg 


34.9/55.4/44.8mpg 

CLIO matched 

29.4/49.6/39.2mpg 

note and awkward 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

7.9/13.0/10.5mpl 

STANDARD KIT 

7.7/12.2/9.9mpl 

Fiesta ST’s fuel 

6.5/10.9/8.6mpl 

driving position 

Hon*'!" hoi n primfriH" 

Actual/claimed C02/tax bracket 

242/138g/km/21% 

THE top ST-3 trim 

280/144g/km/21% . 

economy on test, 
but as it emits the 

233/165g/km/26% 

vJUl 1 L 1 ItiLU LUI 1 II Ul L. 



level gets lots of 







1 equipment fitted 
as standard It 


most CO 2 , it’s the 



Airbags/lsofix/park sensors/camera 

Seven/yes/£200/no .— j 

Six/yes/£215/£250 

most expensive 

Six/yes/no/yes 

Automatic box/stability/cruise control 

No/yes/yes 

matches the 

Yes/yes/yes 

model to tax. 

£2, 100/yes/yes 

Climate control/leather/heated seats 

Yes/part/yes 

Juke’s spec, but 

Yes/£1,250/£1,250* 


Yes/no/yes 


Metallic paint/xenon lights/keyless go 

£495/no/yes 

undercuts it on 

£495/no/yes 


Yes/£900/yes 


Sat-nav/USB/DAB radio/Bluetooth 

Yes/yes/yes/yes 

price by £2,255. 

Yes/yes/£240/yes 


Yes/yes/yes/yes 



Results 


FORD 1 * 

THE way the Fiesta ST 1 9 L 

drives is enough to win 
this test alone, but the cheapest price 
tag here and generous standard kit 
make it an easy victory. Its explosive 
performance and tenacious chassis 
are superb, yet the fuel economy is 
acceptable and residual values are 
brilliant. The Ford shines brightest 
as a performance car and is the 
most civilised on the road, too. 

★★★★★ 


RENAUIT 

IN this company, the 
Clio RS feels flat. Its 
engine doesn’t deliver the highs of 
the Ford or the Nissan, and the lack 
of a manual box adds a filter between 
man and machine - frustrating in a hot 
hatch. Even with the optional Cup pack, 
it can’t match the Fiesta STs grip and 
poise - although it feels more planted 
than the occasionally wayward Juke. 
It’s also the most practical car here. 


NISSAN 

DESPITE its sporting 
intentions, the Juke 
Nismo RS can’t quite compete with 
this pair of performance-focused 
superminis. The updates over the 
previous version have brought an 
improvement, but compared to the 
Ford and Renault, it feels synthetic and 
a bit contrived. This unconventional 
hot hatch’s appeal is in its blend of 
speed, style and everyday usability. 




In red = equipment fitted to our test car. *As part of leather seat trim. Insurance quotes from AA (Tel 0800 107 0680 or www.theAA.com) for a 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDL VIP Data. 
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Automatic option? 


THE Nismo RS is also available with a CVT automatic 
gearbox, although only in the M-Xtronic model, which 
costs £2,100 more and has four-wheel drive. And the 
transmission in this £23,750 car can’t quite handle 
the Juke’s torque, so the engine is detuned by 30Nm. 


Can i get a towbar? 

THE Juke stands out as the practical choice, as 
it’s the only car here that’s available with a towbar. 
Nissan offers a £580 removable version, which 
sprouts from under the car’s deep rear bumper. 

It’s a neat solution that boosts everyday usability. 


MINI Cooper S 

IF the Ford, Nissan and Renault feel a little too low- 
rent for you, the 189bhp MINI Cooper S offers similar 
performance with a more premium image. At £18,650, 
it’s competitively priced, although you’ll have to hit 
the extensive options list to match the Ford’s kit. 
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■ Road test 


Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 



Hyundai's new Genesis 
and the Lexus GS aim to 
shake up exec elite. Do 
they make the grade? 

Pictures: Pete Gibson 
Locatiore Longcrots, Surrey 


A r FOR decades, the executive 
saloon class has been 
dominated by upmarket German 
cars. However, in recent years, a 
number oF ambitious brands from 
outside turope have attempted to 
cash in on this lucrative sector. 

Perhaps the bc^dest effort yet 
comes from Hyundai, which has 
[ust pulled the wraps off its latest 
Genesis saloon. Already a familiar 
sight in its native Korea and the US, 
the luxury four door has now made 
its way on to UK soil for the first time. 

Featuring a roomy in tenor, an 
extensive list of standard kit, a 


powerful V6 engine and suspension 
specifically tuned for British roads, 
the newcomer certainly has all the 
bases covered. And with an eye- 
watering price tag of £47,995, it 
demands to be taken seriously. 

One of the few non^European 
makers to have cracked the 
executive market is Lexus. Its 
hybrid-powered GS models deliver 
class-leading emissions and 
build quality, plus they’re refined, 
comfortable and well equipped. 

So, do either of our contenders 
have what it takes to make buyers 
sidestep the executive elite? 
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Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 


Road test ■ 



Lexus GS 450h Premier 

Price: £51,495 

Engine: 3.5-litre V6/elec motor, 341 bhp 


Hyundai Genesis 

Price: £47,995 


Engine: 3.8-litre V6, 311 bhp 
0-60niph: 6.4 seconds 


0-60mph: 5.9 seconds 

Test economy: 30.8mpg/6.8mpl 


Test economy: 20.0mpg/4.4mpl 
CO 2 : 261g/km Annual road tax: £500 


CO 2 : 141g/km Annual road tax: £145 








Road test 


Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 


MODEL TESTED: Hyundai Genesis 

PRICE: £47,995 ENGINE: 3.8-LitrG V6. 311bhp 


N f J Genesis has been H3nindai’s 

JLiJ flagship model since its debut in 2008, 
but it’s never been available in Europe or 
the UK. I lowcvcr, that’s all set to change 
as the all-new second-generation car arrives. 

Like its predecessor, the newcomer is an 
imposing four-door saloon that’s targeting 
the likes of the BMW 5 Series, Mercedes 
E-Class and Lexus GS. There’s only one 
version, which is powered by a 3.8-htre V6 
engine paired with an eight-speed automatic. 

Styling 2.9/5 

IF imitation really is the sincerest form of 
flatreiy, then Germany’s big three will have 
been paid a great compliment by the styling 
of the Genesis. For instance, the H3nmdai’s 
front grille and headlamps take their cues 
from the Mercedes S-Class, and the rakish 
profile is pure Audi A7. While it’s not the most 
imaginative design, the Genesis is handsome 
and well proportioned, plus it’s longer and 
wider than the Lexus, so looks more imposing. 

The copycat theme continues inside, where 
youll find a dashboard that bears more than 
a passing resemblance to the BMW 5 Series’. 
There’s also a centrally mounted infotainment 
screen and white-ringed dials, plus an almost 
identical centre console layout. Still, there are 
one or two flourishes that help the H3mndai 
stand out, including the neat, metal-finish 
starter button and the classy analogue clock. 

The quality is good, too. It can’t quite 
match the Lexus for upmarket appeal, but 
the Genesis’ fit and finish is the best yet for 
any H3mndai. The plastics are all soft touch, 
the wood trim has a deep gloss finish and the 
stitching on the leather is neat and consistent. 

There’s plenty of kit, including soft-close 
doors, a reclining rear seat with footrest, a 
head-up display and a surround-view parking 
camera system. There’s also a powerful, 
14-speaker Lexicon stereo set-up, a panoramic 
glass roof and heated and ventilated seats 
front and rear. In fact, it comes so well 
equipped that there are no optional extras. 

It’s not perfect, though. While the cabin is 
well finished by H3mndai’s standards, there 
are too many buttons and switches carried 
over from the brand’s more humble models. 

Driving 2.8/5 

HYUNDAI has clearly worked hard on the 
Genesis’ refinement, as it’s quieter than the 
Lexus a lot of the time. The 3.8-litre V6 is 
whisper-hushed at idle and only becomes 
intrusive when worked hard, while there’s 
also very little wind and road noise. 

The standard air-suspension also does a fair 
job of soaking up bumps, floating over surfaces 

“Genesis comes 
so well equipped 
that there are no 
optional extras” 


that cause the Lexus to fidget. However, hit 
a ridge or a pothole, and an uncomfortable 
thump is sent shuddering through the 
cabin. This soft suspension set-up also 
has an impact on the Genesis’ handling. 

Even with the dampers in their stiff est 
setting - drivers can choose between 5 f)ort and 
Normal - the Hyundai rolls more than the GS, 
while body movement isn’t as tightly coiatrolled. 
It also has a confidence-sapping leiideiniy to roll 
into oversteer under high cornering loads. 

The electronically assisted steering doesn’t 
boost confidence, either; although it’s direct, it 
lacks feedback. Plus, it suffers from a sticky and 
imprecise action in the straight ahead position, 
which forces the driver to make lots of small 
corrections to keep the car in your dio^isn lane 
on motorways. As a result, the Genesis isn’t as 
relaxing over long distances as you’d expect. 

The 3.8-htre V6 also feels out of place in a 
luxuiy executive saloon. The petrol un it is 
refined enough, but it lacks the effortless low- 
speed response you’d expect in this type of car. 

Below 4,500rpm, acceleration is a li ttle 
sluggish and isn’t helped by the slightly 
clunl^^ and occasionally hesitant eight-speed 
auto box. However, work the powerplant 
hard, and the Genesis performs strongly. 

The spony, snarling soundtrack is slightly at 
odds with the car’s executive image, but we 
recorded o-6omph in a sprightly 6.4 seconds. 

ReliabiUty 4.1/5 

HYUNDAI can’t match Lexus’ strong 
reputation for reliability and qualiiy, b ut 
the brand finished our Driver Power 2014 
satisfaction survey in a respectable iSth 
place. Plus, the Genesis represents a big step 
forward in terms of fit and finish, which helps 
create a strong impression of durability. And 
while much of the Hyundai’s underpinnings 
are new to UK buyers, they’ve been tried and 
tested in other models across the globe. 

One area that shouldn’t be a cause for 
concern is safety. The Genesis comes packed 
with features, including seven airbags, 
stability control, blind spot monitoring, 
adaptive cruise control and lane keep assist 
- although the latter intervenes quite 
aggressively, which can be unnerving. 

Running costs 2.5/5 

SPENDING £47, 9 9 5 on a car is a lot, let alone 
for a Hyundai with no track record in such an 
image-obsessed class. And while the Genesis 
feels better built and more upmarket than 
any of the brand’s other models, it’s not 
special enough to justify such a hefty price 
tag. Plus, it’s pretty expensive to run. 

GO2 emissions of 26ig/km result in large 
Benefit in Kind bills for business users, while 
private buyers have to cough up £5 00 annually 
for tax. The 3.8-htre engine is also thirsty - 
we recorded economy of 2ompg on test. 

While our experts haven’t yet calculated 
residual figures for the Genesis, it’s unlikely 
to match even the poorly performing Lexus’ 
future value. On the plus side, the H3mndai 
comes with a free five-year servicing package. 



Styling 


AS the Genesis badge doesn’t carry a lot of appeal, Hyundai 
has borrowed its styling from the class-leading German 
brands. The front grille and headlamps reek of Mercedes’ 
5-Class, while the profile takes cues from the Audi A7 



Hyundai Gi 
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Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 


Road test 



“Tiie more yoii looH at the 
Oenesls, the more you see 
the lnflueiioe of German 

E&loons iB its 


luxury ^ 
desigu. Only from the 
raar can you see any 
]gymid8kl ONAj as tlie 
and Tjumpot 

troatme’Ut ore slmllBr to 
tlie muclj oli^ap®!' ^ 

l40 Baloon'o^’* J 

t| 


vesres&t^mm^ 

‘‘Hyundai only expects to sell a handful 
of examples of the Genesis from seven 
apcGlally selected, dealers^ so you csm 
expect It to be a rare sight on tJK roads. 


enesis 


O 

C02/tax Practicality 

261g/km Boot capacity 

£500 or 35% 493 Litres 



Performance Braking 

□-60/30-70mph 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

6.4/5.6 seconds 45.9/34.0/a.6m 


o 

Running costs 

20.0mpg (on test) 
£83 fiLL-up 




Dashboard PracticaUty 3.8/5 


GENESIS’ dash is a lot like 
the BMW 5 Series’, but the 
stylish analogue clock and 
metal-finish starter button 
are Hyundai’s own touches 

Stereo 

CABIN is generously 
equipped, with the Lexicon 
14-speaker sound system 
a classy standard addition 


THE Genesis is a big car - at nearly five metres long, it rivals luxuiy 
limousines’ dimensions. As a result, it feels slightly more spacious 
than the Lexus inside, with rear seat passengers getting more leg 
and shoulder room. The rear bench has a 6 0:40 powered reclining 
function, while passengers sitting on the leh can remotely operate 
the front passenger seat to create even more legroom. The only 
negative is that the standard panoramic glass roof eats into headroom, 
so even those under six foot tall will be brushing the roof lining. 

Like the GS, the H3mndai has a powered tailgate, which opens to 
reveal a 49 3 -litre boot; yet there’s no split/fold arrangement or a ski- 
hatch for longer items. Storage in the cabin is good, with a large cubby 
between the hont seats, a useful glovebox and numerous cup-holders. 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 


25 February 2015 61 



Road test 


Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 


MODEL TESTED: Lexus GS 450h Premier 

PRICE: £51,495 ENGINE: 3.5-Litre VG/eLectric motor, 341bhp 


^ M THE Lexus GS is an executive saloon 
aU that does things differently. Like its 
mainstream rivals, the four-door car is 
beautifully built and exceptionally refined. 
Yet under the skin it features novel petrol- 
electric powerplants that promise unrivalled 
performance and efficiency. Here, we test the 
GS 45 oh in flagship £51,495 Premier guise. 


Styling 3.8/5 

LEXUS takes a Russian doll approach to the 
GS 45oh’s design. As a result, it shares many 
of its styling cues with the IS compact exec 
and LS luxuiy limousine. You get the same 
swept-back headlamps and bold ‘spindle’ 
grille treatment, plus a similarly sleek profile. 

And while its slightly bulbous rear looks 
a little awkward, the big Lexus is nearly as 
imposing as the larger Hyundai. All versions 
get 18 -inch alloy wheels as standard, while 
the range-topping Premier cars are identified 
by their distinctive LED foglamps. 

The Genesis’ cabin is clearly influenced 
by European models, but Lexus has gone its 
own way with the GS’s interior. The slickly 
designed dashboard is dominated by a vast, 
centrally mounted 12.3-inch TFT screen, 
while the wide centre console houses the 
brand’s slightly fiddly, computer mouse- 
influenced Remote Touch controller for 
the infotainment and sat-nav systems. 

Happily, the smart design is accompanied 
by top-notch fit and finish. Quality materials 
are used throughout, while the beautifully 
damped switchgear looks and feels more 
upmarket than the H3nmdai’s. Other 
highlights include the neatly stitched, 
leather-effect dash, metal-finish stereo 
controls and the classy analogue clock. 

As you’d expect, the GS comes overflowing 
with standard kit, including three-zone 
climate control, saMtav, heated and ventilated 
front seats and a 17-speaker Mark Levinson 
hi-fi set-up. And like in the Genesis, the 
Lexus’ centre rear armrest folds down to 
reveal remote controls for the stereo, 
air-conditioning and heated rear bench. 


Driving 3.9/5 

THE combination of a 3.5-htre V6 petrol 
engine and a powerful nykW electric motor 
helped the Lexus set a scorching pace at the 
test track, blasting from o-6omph in just 
5.9 seconds. However, the GS wasn’t able 
to maintain its advantage during our in- 
gear assessments. Its smooth GVT gearbox 
delivers eight virtual ratios, but each features 
long gearing, which blunts acceleration. 

In the real world, it’s best to leave the 
transmission to its own devices so it can 

“Lexus set a scorching 
pace at the test track, 
blasting from O-GOmph 
in just 5.9 seconds” 


constantly vaiy its ratio to make the best use 
of the GS’s petrol power and electrical energy. 
Of course, the Lexus’ biggest party trick is its 
ability to travel in near-silent EV electric mode 
for around a mile at speeds of up to 40mph. 
Go faster, and the engine fires into life. 

In isolation, the Lexus is a quiet cruiser, 
but it trails the Hyundai in terms of ultimate 
refinement. Not only does the GS suffer from 
a fraction more wind and road noise than the 
Genesis, its engine is also more intrusive, 
particularly at lower speeds. It has a 
firmer ride, too, even with the adaptive 
dampers switched to their softest setting. 

1 Towever, the trade-off for the car’s less 
forgiving ride is better body control and 
sharper handling. Drivers can tailor the 
steering, throttle and suspension by choosing 
between Normal, Eco, Sport and Sport+ modes, 
with the sporty settings transforming the 
power gauge on the dash into a rev counter. 

In eveiy mode, the steering lacks feedback, 
but it feels more natural than the Hyundai’s 
set-up. There’s also more grip, plus body 
movement is better controlled, which helps 
inspire confidence through a series of bends. 

Reliability 4.5/5 

LEXUS has forged an enviable reputation for 
building reliable cars, and this is reflected 
in its impressive fourth-place finish in our 
Driver Power 2014 satisfaction survey. Plus, 
in the unlikely event something does go 
wrong with your car, youll be guaranteed 
first-class service from the brand’s dealers, 
which took overall honours in our poll. 

The GS hasn’t been tested by Euro NCAP, 
but there shouldn’t be any concerns about 
safety. All models get 10 airbags, stability 
control, blind spot monitoring and rear 
cross traffic alert, which warns the driver 
of approaching cars when reversing out 
of a space. However, adaptive cruise control 
and lane keep assist will set you back £3, 3 50. 

Running costs 3.7/5 

AT £51,495, the Lexus costs a significant 
£3,500 more than the better-equipped 
Genesis. This hefty price tag only tells 
half the story, though, because when it 
comes to running costs, the GS doesn’t 
hit your wallet as hard as the Hyundai. 

Business users will certainly benefit from 
the car’s impressively low GO2 emissions of 
i4ig/km, which result in an annual Benefit in 
Kind bill of £4,130 for higher-rate earners - 
a significant £2,429 saving over the Genesis. 

Meanwhile, private buyers will also save, 
as annual road fund licence costs £355 less 
than for its rival here. The Lexus also edged 
the Hyundai for fuel economy, with a very 
respectable return of 30.8mpg on test. 

There are some financial pitfalls to GS 
ownership, though. For instance, our experts 
predict that it will retain just 31.9 per cent 
of its new value after three years, while 
servicing over the same period will set you 
back £9 9 5 - made worse by maintenance 
being completely free on the Genesis. 



Lexus GS 



Interior 
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s 

C02/tax 


141g/knn 


£145 or 21% 


o 

Practicality 

Boot capacity 


451 Litres 




Performance 

0-60/30-70rnph 
5. 9/5. 2 seconds 

CD 

Braking 

7D-D/6D-0/30-0tnph 

A8.6/35.9/9.1m 


Running costs 

BO.Smpg (on test) 

£71 fiLL-up 
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•Tbe GS isn’t as engaging 
to drive as a BMW 
3 Berieo, but tweaMng 

vour style behind the 
wheel is satWtylne and 

brings the best out of the 
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Practicality 3.7/5 

THE Lexus is shorter and narrower than the Hyundai, 
so it’s no surprise to find that it’s fractionally smaller 
inside, too. Yet while our tape measure revealed that 
the GS delivered 5 omm less legroom in the rear than 
its rival, neither car feels especially cramped. 

Both have heated rear seats and a hont 
passenger seat with a ‘chauffeur’ function, which 
allows occupants sitting in the back to remotely 
slide the chair forward to create even more space. 

Opening the standard powered tailgate reveals a 
45 i-litre boot, which is 42 litres less than the Genesis'. 
Plus, there’s significant wheelarch intrusion, while the 
installation of the hybrid running gear means there’s 
no folding rear bench or even a handy ski-hatch. 


Road test 


Head-to-head 
Back seats 

THE Hyundai’s wheelbase is 
155mm longer than the Lexus’, 
making for more rear legroom. 

However, both cars feature 
a front passenger seat with a 
‘chauffeur’ function that allows 
those in the back to remotely 
move it forward to create more 
room, plus a rear bench that slides 
and reclines for extra comfort. 

Our duo also feature standard 
heated rear seats, but only the 
Genesis has a cooling function. 



Customer service 


LEXUS came top of our Driver 
Power 2014 satisfaction survey 
for dealer service, so your car 
should be in safe hands when it 
goes in for a check-up. Hyundai’s 
sales network finished in 13th, 
but as only seven dealers will 
be authorised to sell the Genesis, 
customer care should be excellent. 



Sounding off 

BOTH our contenders get high-end 
sound systems as standard. The 
Hyundai’s 500W 14-speaker unit 
is produced by Lexicon, while the 
Lexus has an B35W Mark Levinson 
set-up with 7.1 digital surround 
sound, interestingly, both hi-fi 
brands are owned by American 
company Harman international. 



infotainment 

LEXUS’ 12.3-inch TFT 
display looks the part, 
but its Remote Touch 
controller in the centre 
console is a little fiddly 
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Get Your Insurance In Gear 



Benefits available include: 

■ FREE Legal Cover ■ Agreed Value ■ Limited Miieage Discounts 

■ Breakdown Cover ■ Modifications Cover ■ Ciub Member Discounts 


Great Insurance Deals 

Adrian Flux know how much you love your car, that’s why 
we are dedicated to finding you a great policy tailored to 
your specific requirements and driving history. Call us today 
for a free, no obligation quote. 


0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 



ADRIAN 

FLUX 


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 




Hyundai Genesis vs Lexus GS 


Road test 


Figures 


On the road price/total as tested 
Residual value (after 3yrs/36,000) 
Depreciation 
Annual tax liability std/higher rate 
Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles) 
Ins. group/quote/road tax band/cost 
Cost of lst/2nd/3rd service 

Length/wheelbase 
Height/ width 
Engine 
Peak power/revs 
Peak torque/revs 
Transmission 
Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel 
Boot capacity 
Kerbweight/payload 


Lexus 
QG 450h 
Premier 

£51,495/£52,105 

£16,427/31.9%- 

£35,068 

£2,155/£4,130 

£1,914/£3,191 

42/£548/F/£l45 

£275/£445/£275 


4,850/2,855mm 
l,455/l,840mm 
V6/elec motor/3,456cc 
341/6,000 bhp/rpm 
352/4,500 Nm/rpm 
CVT/rwd ^ 

66 litres/foam 
451 litres 
l,825/510kg 



RESIDUALS 

LEXUS is an 
sstabLishsd brand 
in the UK, but it 
stiLL can’t nnatch 
Europsan rivals 
when it connss to 
residual values. 


GEARBOX 

LIKE all Lexus 
hybrids, the GS 
gets a CVT 
gearbox. However, 
there are eight 
virtual stepped 
ratios, which 
help give extra 
control on twisting 
back roads. 


Hyuida 

Genesis 


£47,995/£47,995 

N/A/N/A 

N/A 

£3,280/£6,559 
£2,942/£4,904 
42/£469/M/£500.— 
Free (5yrs/100k) 

4,990/3, 010mm 
1,480/1, 890mm 
V6/3,778cc 
311/6,000 bhp/rpm 
397/5,000 Nm/rpm 
8-spd auto/rwd 
77 litres/space saver 
493 litres 
l,890/580kg 



TAX BILLS 

HEFTY CO 2 
ennissions of 
261g/km nnean 
business users 
and private buyers 
will pay far more 
in tax to drive 
the Genesis. 


Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 

3yrs (60,000)/3yrs 


5yrs (unltd)/5yrs = 

Service intervals/UK dealers 

10,000 miles (lyr)/51 



20,000 miles (lyr)/7 

Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos. 

4th/ 1st 

CO 2 EMISSIONS 

18th/13th 

Euro NCAP: Adult/child/ped./stars 

N/A 

USE of pstroL- 

N/A 



eLscthc powertrain 
■ helps Lexus keep 
CO 2 emissions 


0-60/30-70mph 

5.9/5.2 secs 


6.4/5.6 secs 

30-50mph in 3rd/4th 

4.0/5.7 secs 


down to just 

3.4/4.7 secs 

50-70mph in 5th/6th/7th/8th 

8.0/11.1/14.1/15.7 secs 


141g/km, which 

5.6/7.1/10.7/14.3 secs 

Top speed/rpm at 70mph 

155mph/l,500rpm 


is Lower than 

150mph/l,750rpm 

Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

48.6/35.9/9.1m 


diesel rivals. 

45.9/34.0/8.6m 

Noise outside/idle/30/70mph 

63/43/57/67clB 

59/39/57/65(18 

Auto Express econ (mpg/mpl)/range 

30.8/6.8/447 miles 

20.0/4.4/339 miles 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

42.2/51.4/46.3mpg 



18.0/32.8/25.2mpg 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

9.3/11.3/10.2mpl 


OPTIONS 

1 in?“n A PvCTC 

4.0/7.2/5.5mpl 

Actual/claimed C02/tax bracket 

212/141g/kni/21%. — 


UrGKAUES on GS 

include £850 fuLL- 

326/261g/km/35% 



LED headlamps, a 


Airbags/lsofix/HUD/camera 

10/yes/yes/yes 

£1,000 panoramic 

Seven/yes/yes/yes 

Auto box/stability/adap. cruise Ctrl 

Yes/yes/£3,350 ' 

. roof and a £3,350 

Yes/yes/yes 

Climate control/leather/climate seats 

Yes/yes/yes 

pack that brings 
adaptive cruise 

Yes/yes/yes * 

Metallic paint/xenon lights/sunroof 

£610/yes/£l,000 

control and Lane 

Yes/yes/yes 

Sat-nav/USB/DAB radio/Bluetooth 

Yes/yes/yes/yes 

keep assist. 

Yes/yes/yes/yes 


WARRANTY 

LIKE all Hyundais, 
the new car gets a 
five-year warranty 
and breakdown 
recovery package. 
All servicing 
costs are also 
covered for the 
same period. 


STANDARD KIT 

THE Genesis 
comes with the 
sort of equipment 
list that wouldn’t 
look out of place 
on a limo loaded 
with extras. 

Even climate 
seats feature, 
and there are no 
options available. 


Results 


LEXUS 

THE GS 450h costs more to 
buy than the Genesis and 
doesn’t come as well equipped, but 
it’s a more polished performer and its 
hybrid powerplant delivers significant 
savings. It’s also beautifully finished, 
refined, spacious and is backed by one 
of the best dealer networks around. 

It still lags behind the best European 
models, but is an attractive and 
accomplished alternative for buyers 
who don’t want to follow the herd. 


HYUNDAI 

YOU can’t fault Hyundai’s 
ambitions, and the new 
Genesis proves that the brand is 
capable of rivalling upmarket makers 
for quality and hi-tech kit. However, 
the car lacks the sophisticated driving 
experience that’s expected in this 
class, and by aping European design 
cues, it doesn’t have any real identity. 
The good news is that this car’s 
quality and kit will filter down 
to more affordable models. 






Insurance quotes from AA (Tel 0800 107 0680 orwww.theAA.com) for a 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDLVIP Data. 


History of 
Hyundai’s 
big saloons 

Genesis isn't the brand's 
first venture into world 
of sumptuous four-doors 

A LUXURIOUS Hyundai 
saloon will be a new 
concept to British buyers, 
but the brand has been 
producing upmarket four- 
doors for nearly 40 years. 

It started out in 1978 
building the Ford Granada 
Mk2 under licence, before 
teaming up with Mitsubishi 
in the mid-eighties. That 
resulted in the first 
Grandeur model making 
its debut in 1986. 

Powered by a 2.4-litre 
four-cylinder petrol, and 
later a 3.0-litre V6, it was 
the official VI P car of the 
1988 Seoul Olympics. 

The second-generation 
Grandeur hit Korean 
showrooms in 1992 and 
was once again the product 
of a collaboration with 
Mitsubishi. Under the skin, 
it featured a choice of four 
V6 petrol engines that 
could be paired with either 
a five-speed manual box 
or a four-speed automatic. 

It was then replaced 
in 1998 by theXG series, 
which was designed from 
the ground up by Hyundai 
and the first model to be 
sold outside Korea. The 
Genesis first appeared 
back in 2008, and featured 
an all-new rear-wheel-drive 
platform and a line-up of 
Hyundai-engineered 
powerplants, including 
a powerful 5.0-litre V8. 


WiFi 

E>RIVER 

V,i/ 

P^WER 


What do you think? 

Tell us about your car 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 




Genesis line-up? 

IN the UK, there’s only one trim level and engine 
available on the flagship Hyundai. However, in 
other markets, the big saloon is available with 
3.0-litre and 3.3-litre V6 engines, plus a 5.0-litre 
V8. There’s also the option of four-wheel drive. 


Other GS hybrids? 

LEXUS is committed to hybrid technology, so it’s 
no surprise to find the GS is petrol/electric only. The 
GS 450h tested here is the flagship, while the GS 300h 
features a 2.5-litre four-cylinder engine and electric 
motor that emits just 109g/km. Prices start at £31,495. 



BMW 535i 

THE 5 Series isn’t as luxuriously appointed as the 
Genesis, but it’s extremely desirable thanks to its 
blend of space, sharp handling, scorching performance 
and premium appeal. And with prices starting from 
£44,685, there’s plenty of scope to add some options. 
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Our cars 


Living with a Fiat Panda Cross 



CABIN Coloured dash and stitching brighten interior, while the high- 
set driving position makes navigating small country roads a breeze 


characwrful, ^^^weveso 
far struggled to match tde 
brand’s claimed fuel economy 


Essentials 


Fiat Panda Cross TwinAir 



OFF-ROAD Simple twist of 
the terrain control switch turns 
the Panda Cross into a decent 
off-roader It has 4WD, locking 
rear diff and hill descent control 



EQUIPMENT Chunky red 
towing eyes will be handy if 
Panda gets stuck in mud - their 
bright colour means they’ll be 
easily spotted among the dirt 


On fleet since: 

December 2014 

Price new: 

£15,945 

Engine: 

875cc2cyl, 89bhp 

C02/tax: 

114g/km/£30 

Options: 

Winter pack (£250), City 
Brake Control (£250), dark 
tinted windows (£155), rear 
parking sensors (£250) 

Insurance*: 

Group: 7 Quote: £270 

Mileage/mpg: 

4,157/36.4mpg 

Any problems? 

None so far 

Costs? 

Replacement 
driver’s window (£95) 


*lnsurance quote provided by AA 
(0800 107 0680) for a 42-year-old living 
in Banbury, Oxon, with three points. 



Usley Harris 

! i?sley_Harris@dennis.co.uk 


JJl WHEN handed the keys to a brand- 
jIJ new car, most owners become 
obsessed with keeping it clean. They 
think nothing of spending eveiy 
weekend with either a bucket and 
sponge in hand or visiting their local 
car wash ensuring their new pride 
and joy remains in pristine condition. 
And woe betide anyone who drops 
the tiniest spec of dirt on the newly 
vacuumed carpets or leaves an innocent 
sweet wrapper in one of the door bins. 

Nothing wrong with that I hear you 
muncr, but when I finally got my hands 
on our fleet’s new Fiat Panda Cross, the 
first thing I wanted to do was to get it as 
dirty as possible. And it didn’t take me 
long to find a muddy puddle or two to 
put the chunky little 4x4 to the test. 

The cheeky Panda is as much of 
a hoot to drive on the road as off it. 

Its lively two-cylinder 875 cc TwinAir 
engine thrums along tunefully and it 
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keeps pace with other road users 
surprisingly well. Together, we’ve 
already embarked on several fairly 
high-mileage journeys, which have 
included a mixture of motorways 
and A and B-roads - all of which 
the Panda has tackled with relish. 

Plus, we’ve definitely had fun on 
the more challenging muddy stuff. 
With just a turn of the terrain control 
switch, the Fiat becomes a veiy capable 
off-roader - albeit a small one. 

Not only does it feature a locking 
rear differential for extra traction in 

“The cheeky Panda 
Cross is as much of 
a hoot to drive on 
the road as off it” 


the really slippery stuff, it also has the 
same sort of electronically regulated hill 
descent control found on much larger 
(and much more expensive) SUVs. Plus, 

I love the chunky, bright-red towing eyes 
that poke out from the front bumper. 
Not only do they look great, theyll come 
in handy in the unlikely event that the 
car needs to be pulled out of the mud. 

Unformrtately, it hasn’t all been plain 
sailing for our Panda. Not long after it 
joined the Auto Express fleet, it was 
broken into while parked in a central 
London car park. The perpetrator - who 
has now been caught thanks to some 
hi-tech forensic detection - smashed the 
driver’s window and stole the Bluee-Me 
TomTom sat-nav. Veiy annoying! 

National Windscreens replaced the 
window at a cost of £95 and Fiat kindly 
fitted a new TomTom and cradle for 
me, restoring my Bluetooth and 
navigation facility. It’s an intuitive 



FiatP 


FIRST REPORT W( 





Living with a Fiat Panda Cross 


Our cars 




“Tli6 Panda Cross is a sm 
butlt(liU*Bbig.Overto« 
' OOUTM of abvoy 

happily aoooininodai;«a 
my family of four." 

4oaD re<,r 


anda Cross s 


B get down and dirty with chunky new supermini-SUV 


C02/tax 

114g/km 
£30 or 15% 



set-up that features decent graphics 
- helping to make light work of 
unfamiliar locations. However, 1 now 
make sure I detach the unit and slip it 
into my bag eveiy time 1 leave the car. 

Another neat touch that iVe been 
really grateful for during the recent 
cold weather is the £250 optional 
Winter Pack. This incorporates a 
heated windscreen - meaning no more 
freezing hands scraping the ice away - 
plus, my favourite, heated front seats, 
which warm up quickly and help keep 
me toasty even on the chilliest of days. 

So far, then, Tm loving the Panda 
Cross, and I’m certainly in no huriy to 
clean it. In fact, when those around me 
are spending their Sunday afternoons 
with a bucket, sponge and chamois, 

111 be heading off the beaten track in 
search of more muddy adventures. 

MY RATING 


□ 

Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
225/870 Litres 



Performance 

□-62mph/top speed 
12.0 secs/104mph 



PRACTICALITY New Blue&Me 
sat-nav unit is easy to use; heated 
windscreen and seats have been 
welcome during the cold weather 
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Our cars 


jj 


James Batchelor 

Jami“s_Batche[or@dennis.co.uk 
@JRRBatchelor 


Oj AS I’m officially the best-dressed 
jil man at Auto Express (not hard), you 
can imagine how much my colleagues 
have been laughing at me dressed as a 
mechanic. But the stereotypical attire 
perfectly conveys my up-and-down 
relationship so far with our Audi TT. 

I grabbed the keys in December, 
having been looking forward to using 
the swoopy two-door as my daily driver 
from my home on the south coast to 
our central London office. This £35^55 
S line quattro IT is fitted with a 227bhp 
2.0-litre four-cylinder turbo petrol engine 
and a dual-clutch S tronic auto box. 

There’s a wealth of extras, too - 
from Audi’s clever LED Matrix 
headlights and a winter tyre pack 
to a classy leather interior, our IT 
has all the sought-after kit. Tot up 
the lengthy options, though, and 
the price rises to a considerable 
£45,335- However, Audi knows 
such cars will sell - as the UK buys 
more TTs than any other country. 

But even early on, the car was 
experiencing some crippling hiccups 
- so severe, in fact, that it had a dealer 
and Audi’s UK HQ^scratching their 
heads. Like all other stop/start systems, 
the it’s works once the car comes to 
a standstill. Yet unlike anything else 
I’ve ever tried, when the brake was 
released and the engine burst back 
into life, endless warning lights 
appeared on the Virtual Cockpit screen. 


It was topped off with the parking 
sensors going berserk, before deciding 
to disappear 10 minutes later. On one 
occasion, the car failed to restart for a few 
heart-stopping seconds on London’s 
Oxford Street at the height of rush hour. 

After a spate of these inconvenient 
occurrences, we enlisted the expert help 
of Epsom Audi, Surrey, which carried 
out a full investigation. Yet despite 
the brilliant customer service, its 
technicians couldn’t solve it, as the 
problems reappeared soon after. 

Another trip to the dealer - which 
investigated, attributed the fault to a 
trapped wire to the stop/start system 
and put 200 miles on the clock through 
extensive test drives - still didn’t sort it. 

Audi HQ^called, took the car back in 
January, pulled it apart and after a few 
weeks, returned it saying all was well. 
Turns out the problem still hasn’t been 
fixed. A mere sniff of stop / start driving 
freaks the system out, leading me to 
drive around with it constantly (and 
uneconomically) switched off. 

Get out of congested London, though, 
and the coupe really shines. Prod the 


AudiTT ® ^ 

I I CO,/tax Practic 


149g/km 
£145 or 22% 


Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
305/712 Litres 


FIRST REPORT Electrical gremlins ruin our time in racy coupe 


Drive Select button on the beautifully 
designed and built dashboard and 
engage Efficiency mode on the 
Riororway, and the Audi settles 
down quite incredibly. Lift off at 
speed, and the revs drop, allowing 
the car to coast along and thus 
boost its fuel consumption. 

Plus, when you head for a 
country road and switch to 
Dynamic mode, the TT thrills 
- this model is more of a sports 
car than its two predecessors have 
been. But my time with the car so 
far really has been a tale of two TTs. 

As we went to press, Audi gave 
up its head scratching and replaced 
the IT with another identical car, albeit 
painted in Glacier White. Let’s hope this 
one doesn’t lead me to don the overalls. 


“This model is more of a sports car 
than its two predecessors have been” 


Pete Gibson 
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wm.it 

j “Til© Virtual 

TogetliQr with the 
-i. iteerhLg wheel, It 
™ ^ ■ to control almost every 

? funatlOB without taking 

your hands off the rim 

Depor/ 2.0AD vesT eDiro^ 


Running costs 


BB.Impg (on test) 


£59 fiLL-up 



INTERIOR TT is beautiful inside, 
but we’ve barely been able to enjoy 
it thanks to stop/start glitch (inset) 


Living with an Audi TT 


Our cars 


Essentials 

Audi TT Coupe 2.0 TFSI 
quattro 5 line 5 tronic 

On fleet since: December 2014 
Price new: £35,335 

Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl, 227bhp 
COz/tax: 149g/km/£l45 
Options: Metallic paint (£545), light 
and rain sensor package (£110), grey Nappa 
leather sports seats (£1,390), advanced key 
(£455), LED headlights (£945), storage and 
luggage package (£175), LED interior lighting 
(£270), Comfort and Sound package (£1,590), 
Technology Package with Audi Connect 
(£1,795), interior elements in Quartz 
Lacquer Silver (£250), electric front seats 
(£995), heated front seats (£325), parking 
system plus (£410), Audi Phone Box (£325), 
leather (£395), winter tyres/wheels (£1,568) 
Insurance*: Group: 38 Quote: £435 
Mileage/m pg: 4,119/33.1mpg 
Any problem s? Sto p / sta rt syste m 

*lnsurance quote from AA (0800 107 0680) for a 
42-year-old in Banbury, Oxon, with three points. 




STYLING Audi’s Matrix headlights 
look great and lead the way in LED 
technology. They’re a £945 option 



EQUIPMENT Technology pack 
adds nav with Google Maps traffic 
info, music streaming and Internet 



TYRES Winter wheel and tyres 
package costs £1,568 and provides 
excellent seasonal traction 


Fleetwatch 



VW Golf GTi 

IF you needed proof of winter tyres’ effortless 
ability to cut through the grit and grime on our 
roads at the moment, our VW Golf GTI is it. 

During just a couple of runs into our central 
London office from his home in Hertfordshire, 
road test editor James Disdale watched the Pure 
White Golf turn a filthy grey. That’s because 
the Pirelli Sottozero 3’s extra-wide grooves 
and rounded shoulders are designed to expel 
far more water than standard summer rubber. 

This isn’t the only sign of how effective the 


tyres are, as even in 
standing water the car 
feels stable under braking 
and secure in corners. 

Our man thinks the 
dirt-encrusted Golf looks 
great - although that reg 
plate will soon need a 
clean if he doesn’t want 
to attract attention from 
the long arm of the law. 


Suzuki 

Swift 

IT’S a new arrival on our 
fleet, but the Suzuki Swift 
has already had a bruising 
encounter with our six- 
foot-two-inch-tall news 
reporter, Lawrence Allan. 

He found that his 
lower shin hit the sharp 
edge at the bottom of 
the dash every time 
he went for the clutch. 

No matter how he 
adjusted his seating 
position, he couldn’t 
avoid it, resulting in 
a serious shin shmer. 

It spoiled an otherwise 
enjoyable drive, as the 
supermini proved capable 
and composed, while the 
excellent new Dualjet 
petrol engine returned 
more than SOmpg. 


Our fleet 

Audi TT 

New arrival 

BMWi3 

Issues 1,338, 1,353 

Dacia Duster 

Issues 1,305, 1,315, 
1,330,1,339 

Fiat Panda Cross 

New arrival 

Hyundai ilO 

Issues 1,332, 1,338, 
1,348,1,357 

Jaguar F-Type 

Issues 1^7, 1319, 

1.329.1.344.1.355 

KiaSoulEV 

Issue 1,350 

Lexus IS 300h 

Issues 1,312, 1,320, 

1.329.1.340.1.355 

Mazda 3 

Issues 1,311, 1,334, 1345, 1,357 

MINI Cooper D5dr 

Issues 1,346, 1,352 

Peugeot 308 SW 

Issues 1,342, 1,356 

Range Rover Sport 

Issue 1,356 

SEAT Leon SC Cupra 

Issue 1,353 

Skoda Superb Estate 

Issues 1,347, 1,358 

Suzuki Swift 

Issue 1,358 

Vauxhall Corsa 

Issue 1,354 

Volkswagen Golf GTI 

Iss. 1,320, 1,332, 1,341, 1,352 



WeVe told you about our cars 
Now tell us about yours 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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ROOF 

BOX 


Special offers for Auto Express readers 

The UK's online specialist 


Expert advEce s/ Huge choice s/ Fast UK deElvery 


IVM'IV. WIPERBLA Of 5. CO. UK 0 1299 251130 


AWARD WINNING PRODUCTS 




BeR 20th Annivorsory 220 BHP 4 hirte 

convorsions, turn key roatoration packages 
available for 16/1.8 MK1/MK2 modale. BBR 
Cosworth 235 BHP Supercharger coriv^rsion 
available for MX-5 MK3 and MK3.5 modcb. 


Teh 01280 700700 or go to bbrgti.com 


PR 

tuning epacialiste 

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades 

40% more POWER 
20% better ECONOMYI 


CLEANSER-POLISH 

The amazing cleanser polish 

Pnctkil fhniin saidp “Goes on eosify with the oppifcator 
pad induded..,th€re*s a very slight cutting element to this 
polish. Removal of the polish ivus rapid and straightformrd ' k. 
leaving behind an exceptionaliy high-gloss finish. 

“It was impossible to leave pngerprinis on the smooth 
surface and.. .as chse to a friction-free pnish as is 
possible. Top marks . " 

Gunser-Polish £14.95 Indudes bulTinsdtvth 
and applicator pad 

Cleanser-Polisti + R^lar Clay £21.95 
P&P£2.95 

Order by phom 01277 658899 b • ■.-r » ami 

Ordsr online www.blltliimber.com 


Visit our website, see your vehicle's 
true potential, order onllrie. 

emaif@chipeKpr€5s.com 01727 730 956 




not 


fes5 tlwOT 




Kv A 




Fof more details and to order 

ji 


Dtm^be a victim, bt part ofth^ sohitfon 


Marketplace 


roofbox.co.uk/aex oi5396 2i8S4 


Th in iiscaf ckoica il (Uiin eiper hiades 

dw 9H AMvwH ^ Mssawa Mdir Aw I JMn J. dhw^ - J»i Htdinr hr Ih JtfdWr MKZr 




Who wouldn’t like more MPG, mwe BHP, more torque? 
Look no further we have the answer 


AUTO-CLAY 

The best clay bar on the market 

Auto Ezpmf: *'0ur new champion offers 
superb performance and value for 
money. You can also use it without lube, 
it ripped through our tests, removing 
virtually all the overspray and lep a 
5uper'5moof A pnish on the roof despite 
the limited number of passes.^* 

Regular- £9*95 
Soft - £10.95 
8oth - £19.95 


Diesel Tuning for Cars, Comnrierciais, Tractors & Boats 
Fit yourself In minutes <■ Instantly Improve drivabllltyt 




lUv 

mm 


The CHIP EKpre**"* tuning ay«t«rn la without doubt the itwk Atilvanced 
plug-in die*«t upgrade ev*l|«ble. It work* hi harrtK^riy with your ert|ln*, reteining ell 
amety functiona without needing to i ntarfara with th* vahiola'a exiating on-board 
computer, h can be aetf fined in mlnutea. ad jutted fo# more performance and 
aaahly removed, h will free your vehicle fTom Eta tnenufacturer'e laruta. 


25 years of continual development, available for all 
vehicles, prices from just £2951 
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S Products 



Visit autoexpress.co.uk for our extensive product archive 


■ RRP FR0M£32.99 


tadels in the Speed Champs 
risB are ooinplemented t'y 
.r-relatedhEGO add-ons that 


Build your 

NEW PRODUCT 

LEGO Speed Champs 

RRP; From £12,99 

Contact; 0800 5346 5555, shopAego.com 

LEGO has teamed up with a selection of 
big-name car manufacturers to bring out 
the Speed Champs series of officially licensed 
racing cars and accessories in full livery. 

Ferrari is on board with replica models 
of the 458 Italia GT2 and LaFerrari. The 
McLaren PI will also be recreated in LEGO, 
while Porsche’s 918 Spyder is available, 
too. All will be priced at £1 2.99 each. 

Every model is reproduced with unique details 
representative of the real thing, according to the 
toy manufacturer - the LaFerrari has hybrid parts 
exposed in bricks, the PI comes with a trophy. 


own racer 

while the Porsche is sold with exchangeable 
wheel sets, a chequered flag and kerbstone. 

And while these small cars are ideal for one-off 
gifts, there are more advanced kits sure to appeal 
to collectors. The £29.99 McLaren Mercedes Pit 
Stop includes a model of the 2014 season MP4-29 
Formula One racer in a pit garage setting, with a 
fuel pump, computer console and a spare nose. 

The Porsche-licensed 911 GT Finish Line 
is similar in its set-up, but includes two cars 
inspired by the 911 RSRand GT3R Hybrid. This 
set is geared to simulate the finish of a race, so 
comes with a flag, camerawoman and a podium. 

For us, the pick of the new LEGO range is the 
Ferrari F14 T 8i Scuderia Ferrari Truck. The car 
strongly resembles the FI racer, again used last 
season, while the truck is kitted out like a race 
base would be. This set is priced at £79.99. 





Henry 

Willis 


Got a query? 

Henry_WiUis@dennis.co.uk 

@@WineryHiUs 






How to improve headlights 

THE amount of light coming from the dipped 
headlights on my wife’s 2006 Hyundai Getz is 
poor. It’s not a fault with the car, but I’d like to 
improve this. What’s the easiest way to do so? 
Phil Sanders, E-mail 

WE*D replace the bulbs - it should be simple. Your 
wife*s Getz takes an H4 fitment, which we tested 
in Issue 1,341, and Philips* X-tremeVision were 
brightest among the bulbs promising *o¥er 60 per 
cent* more light than a standard version. As we 
went to press, we spotted these at amazon.co.uk 
for £19.99. Since our test. Philips has launched 
an even brighter bulb, ^ich we hope to try soon. 

Can I boost memory on go? 

MY kids use their smartphones and tablets for 
playing music and watching films on long car 
journeys. But they complain about not having 
enough memory space. How can I boost this? 
Nick Walker, E-mail 

CONSIDER investing in a wireless expansion 
device. In Issue 1,325, we tested theSanDisk 
Connect Wireless Flash Drive, which works with 
Android, Apple and Kindle systems. lt*s a memory 
card that stores extra content and transmits it 
wirelessly to portable hardware. You can buy it 
with 16GB, 32GB or 64GB capacities - we tried 
the smallest model, which we found for £39 as 
we went to press. See www.sandisk.com for info. 


Chargers crank up the power 


NEW PRODUCT 

Ring power solutions 

RRP; From £99.99 

Contact; 0113 213 7379, www.ringautomotive.co.uk 

RING has released three new power solutions 
that it hopes will help drivers avoid the misery 
of a flat battery in the last leg of winter. 

A new compact powerpack takes centre stage. 
As with rivals, Ring has used a small lithium-ion 
battery to save on space, but the RPP900 (right) 
can still start a petrol car with an engine up to 
2.0 litres thanks to its 200A cranking current. 

The pack also has reverse polarity protection 
to stop drivers clamping terminals on the wrong 
way round, plus there’s a feature to prevent a 
short circuit. Both clamps are fully insulated 
with rubber for further protection. 

The £99.99 package also comes with a 
2.1-Amp USB socket and LED torch light. It’s 



been launched alongside two new chargers, 
designed to power up batteries on modern cars 
with stop-start technology. The £99.99 RSC608 
and £109.99 RSC612 have automatic seven- 
step charging cycles, while an AutoCharge 
function delivers the maximum possible power 
transferor quick top-ups. Both also feature 
an analysis tool to check battery condition. 



irs all too easy to just renew your car insurance with 
your current provider, but you can save hundreds by 
shopping around. And the simplest way to do this is 
with a price comparison website. In Issue 1,338, we 
found MoneySuperMarket the easiest site to use 
with the widest return of good-value policies. Visit 
www.moneysupermarketxom to get a quote now. 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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Latest kit rated 



news, 
deals & 
events 



Belt kit beats slouching 


FIRST TbST 

SHOFT posture aid 

Price; £24.99 Rating; 

Contact; 0844 858 4366, wwwshafr.co.uk 

Henry WlUis 

MANY drivers slouch at the wheel, 
which can ultimately lead to long-term 
back problems. But the new SHOFT 
posture aid aims to prevent this. 

It fits over the plastic part of the 
buckle on most standard-size seatbelts 
in seconds, and alters the angles that 
the belt fabric rests across the driver. 

As a result, it claims to encourage a 
healthy position with a straight back. 

We installed ours and instantly found 
the top half of the seatbelt was raised 
slightly - making more of a direct run 


from the buckle to the anchor point on 
the B-pillar of ourcar.This reduced slack 
in the belt, and meant sitting upright 
felt more comfortable than slouching. 
Plus, on a long drive while using the 
product, we had no urge to slip back 
into a poor seating position. 

There’s no feature to prevent 
drivers inadvertently returning to 
slouching - we thought this would be 
one of our complaints with this product. 
But SHOFT holds the belt steadily and 
we found resting against the alternative 
angle of the belt felt natural. 

Like some rival products that aim 
to improve driving posture, we also 
wondered if our seating position would 
be initially uncomfortable while using 
the SHOFT. But in the snug seats of our 


Dacia Duster, SHOFT didn’t spoil 
our driving experience. The car’s 
pedals, steering wheel, gearlever 
and other controls remained within 
easy reach, while we only needed 
to adjust the seat slightly. 

Included in the pack are two 
posture aids - one for the driver and 
one for a passenger. And as it’s easy to 
install and remove in any car, it’s a great 
buy for anyone suffering back problems 
as you can simply take it with you. 

We only tested SHOFT for a few 
weeks, so we can’t really comment 
on the long-term effects, but our initial 
impressions are positive. We found 
our driving position was much more 
comfortable simply by using what’s 
essentially a basic plastic mould. 



Fill up 

nRSTTEST 

PumpPal 

RRP;£9.99 Rating; 

Contact; www.pumppstco.uk 


THE new PumpPal promises to take the effort out of filling up 
your car with fuel, so we were eager to put it to the test. It’s a 
plastic device that wraps around the lever of petrol and diesel 
pumps, and it’s designed for drivers who don’t want to get 
mucky or those who have pain or discomfort in their hands. 

On a forecourt, we put the pump nozzle in the filler neck 
of our car and twisted the robust plastic around the pump so 
it locked the trigger in place. The fuel poured in, leaving our 
hands free, and you can just rely on the pump’s automatic 
shut-off to stop filling up when you’re tank’s full or simply 
remove the PumpPal once you’ve put in the fuel you want. 

With this in mind, we were satisfied that the PumpPal 
has been made the right size, as putting it on and off the 
handle was straightforward. We just wonder how many 
drivers will really need this device when, for most people, 
filling up with fuel is such a quick and painless process. 


Review books go 
to Surtees charity 

AUTO Express has given the Henry 
Surtees Foundation a helping hand 
by donating hundreds of books 
we’ve reviewed on these pages to 
the charity. Andrew Francis (right), 
an ambassador at the charity, told 
us he hopes to sell them at car 
events and shows to raise funds. 

“We’re incredibly grateful for this 
donation,’’ said race legend John 
Surtees, who set up the charity (at 
henrysurteesfoundation.com) in 
memory of his late son to aid young 
people with accidental injuries. 

“I am sure all the companies 
that provided these products will 
be pleased with this initiative.’’ 

New suspension 
catalogue is live 

REVOLUTION Motorstore has 
launched a new catalogue packed 
with more than 42,000 chassis and 
suspension products. It stocks 
ranges from some of the biggest 
names in the suspension business, 
and also offers a price match 
scheme should you find the 
products cheaper elsewhere. 

See revolution247.com for more. 

Classic Porsches 
meet at Ace Cafe 

OWNERS of the increasingly 
rare Porsche 924 are set to come 
together on Saturday (7 March) 
at the Ace Cafe in North London. 
Organised by the Porsche 924 
Owners Club, the meet invites 
drivers of the cars to line up and 
show off their models for free. Log 
on to www.ace-cafe-iondon.com 
for more details on the venue and 
future events being held there. 

Know an event coming soon? 

Contact Henry_Willis@dennis.co.uk 



with fuel, hands-free 


mp^whlte with a ohoioe y 
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FREE JACK 
PYKE FLASK 


when you subscribe to Auto Express 


Subscribe to Auto Express today and save 46% on the shop price. 
Enjoy the latest motoring news delivered to your door each week, 
and we’ll send you an exclusive welcome gift! 


YOUR FREE 
JACK PYKE FLASK 

This jack Pyke stainless steel insulated 
flask is the perfect companion to cold 
days or a long drive. Get yours 
FREE with Auto Express today! 


Order online at 




YOUR GREAT 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 

■ ntEElKkFytaRuk 

■ HtEEdelhvfy of every t&£ue 

■ on youT subscription 

■ All the latest iMwi^ read tests &ravlm 

delivered to your door each week 


dennisiiiags.co.uk/autoexpres5 


Call 0844 844 0026 quoting code: P1359P 


or complete and return the form below 


SAue 


DIRECT DEBIT MYMENT 


^ Subscription Order Form 

[ I YWRtuHBttrt inyBufaiCflfitlontfrAutoExpfw widii^id meiity FREificIf 
PyivFliiflE,f I dwovrwttDComlfXjeii^ jE^xcriptlonaf^fTiytriat period,! will 
mks out on the UfV bIggMteBJMw* nee k ty and x 4S5L on tlw shop pfioe. 

0 f ain an emsting subscriber. Fleiseeictefvj iT^ubs^^ 


YOURE>ETAIL5 



n Just E19^ every U isAu« (San4AK hi the Bhop pFi«) 



Rmjiw m FREEPOST RUS-ETlGMait iUito Ekpfe» ^ 
iM Oulllat Ave, Kent Sdence Parle SMliigbciunie MEf MU b» 

t^KbriVledtoRrtt300iHdtri ^>letse only ’ttttDffvlAllnmod tern 

AlittfndElve ^ nuy bo iLppOtd %u vAl b* kble to YUw your dailti onlkv IV wwwjiAiliihbOuit 

AutoE^qpnet hbitodlbM quote P1359P 




Fabric hood cleaner mini test 


Mini test 

NEW PRODUCT 

Protex Convertible Soft Top 

Canvas Cleaner Complete Kit 

RRP; £64.98 

Contact; 0800 458 4235, www.protexwofid.co.uk 


PROTEX takes a belt-and-braces approach, as 
this kit has all you need to restore a canvas 
hood to prime condition. You can order the 
items separately, but we still plumped for 
this, as it includes a cleaner, a colour restorer, 
a waterproofer, brushes and mixing buckets. 

We thought the brush technique may slow 
progress compared to the trigger sprays of 
the other two here, but like the Renovo kit 
that came second in our Issue 1,355 group 
test, the brush method gave great results. 

The cleaner had to be worked in for us 
to make any progress on the grime, but the 
proofer was easy to apply and repelled water 
effortlessly. Results come at a price, though. 
Rating: ★★★★ 



books, 

apps&games 

How to be a Motorist 

Heath Robinson (Bodleian Library, bodleianshop^coMk) 
Price: £9.99 (hardback) Rating: ★★★★ 

FORGOTTEN by many - having first 
been published in 1939 - this 
tongue-in-cheek guide to motoring 
has been republished. Most of the 
content is taken straight from the 
original, so some humour is a little 
dated, but the spirit remains. From 
how a car works to road etiquette, 
it’s fun to see a newly printed 
classic with a nostalgic viewpoint. 

The Complete Book of 
Shelby Automobiles 



^ HEATH 

R«£IM»UN 
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Get your drop-top's 
hood looking tip-top 


pTj Henry WUKs 

aU with winter coming to an 
end and warmer UK weather 
now in sight, convertible 
owners will soon be enjoying 
some open-top driving. 

However, the bitter elements 
can take their toll on cars’ hood 
fabric, so drivers need to wash 
away algae and grime before 
their roofs look presentable 
again. We tested cleaners in 
Issue 1,355, but more have 
been launched, and we wanted 
to see how they scrub up. 

We put a pricey newcomer, 
the Protex Convertible Soft Top 
Canvas Cleaner and Restorer 
Complete Kit, up against the 
Autoglym Cabriolet Fabric Hood 
Cleaning Kit - which won our 
test - as well as another new 
option, Angelwax’s Shield. 

We left our canvas hood 
outside with the products 
applied, and the Protex kit 
impressed. The Autoglym 
product is still the best, but 
the Shield kit was decent. 

"Bitter elements 
can take their toll 
on convertible 
cars' hood fabric" 


FEllDW NEWCOMER 
Angelwax Shield 

RRP; £12.95 

Contact: 0141 886 6732, www.angelwax.co.uk 

THIS is just a proofer, so we used it 
with Angelwax’s Superior Automotive 
Shampoo (RRP £7.99, 500ml) as the 
cleaning agent. It’s not specifically for 
tackling muck on hoods, but worked on 
stubborn algae. The Shield impressed 
as we applied it sparingly, and got great 
grime and water repelling action after 
weeks of exposure. It can’t quite match 
the Autoglym, but is still very good. 
Rating: ★★★★ 



TEST WINNER 
Autoglym Cabriolet 
Fabric Hood Cleaning Kit 

RRP; £22.99 

Contact; 01462 677766, www.autoglym.com 

THIS Autoglym kit has long been our 
hood renovating favourite, and for good 
reason. Packaged with a cleaner, proofer 
and sponge, it can do everything the 
Protex can, bar colour restoration, at 
nearly a third of the price. Dirt-busting 
action is strong, while proofing lasts for 
weeks, repelling grime with ease. It’s 
difficult to fault this excellent product. 
Rating: ★★★★★ 





Colin Comer (Motorbooks, www.motorbooks.cotn) 
Price: £35 (hardback) Rating: ★★★ 


THE Complete Book updates the 
list of Shelby models author Comer 
has covered in the past, with the 
addition of recent versions. We 
thinkthis new release will only 
really appeal to fans who may 
already have one of the existing 
books, which makes the £35 price 
tag quite difficult to justify. Well put 
together, but for a niche audience. 





MMX Racing 

Available for: iOS, Android 
Price: Free Rating: ★★★★ 


THIS is a must for monster 
truck enthusiasts and 
beyond. Races are exciting 
and vehicles can be 
customised to suit you. 
You’ll need to pay to unlock 
content, such as cash for 
extra trucks, which is a 
shame. But even the free 
version is a lot of fun. 



App Of the week 

□ DVLASeareh 

Available for: Android 
Price: £1 Rating: ★★★ 


ENTER a registration number, and this app 
will bring up all key info on a car, including 
whether it’s taxed and how much it would 
cost to do so, plus facts that are available 
on the DVLA’s website. However, it’s only 
for Android devices and is let down by bugs. 
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24/7 Aftersales Upte 40% MORE 
Support BHP & Torque 


For further information contact sales: ^ 

01207 299 538 

sales@dtuk-performance.co.uk performance specialists 

www.dtuk-performance.co.uk 


Upto 20% MORE 
fuel economy* 


Only 10 minutes 
to fit on average 


Three Year 
Warranty 


IT’S ARRIVEDI 


introducing DTUK’s NEW and improved CRD-t+ 
Muiti-Channei Diesei Performance System 
for your car, van or motor home 



Traffic and parking apps 


APPS FOR DRIVING 

Make life easy with traffic-busting and parking smartphone apps 

PRODUaGROUPTESr 25 1 2 1 2015 

Every week, we extensively test all the latest car kit from tyres to trim cleaners. 

Log on to www.autoexpress.co.uk to look through our huge online test archive. 


Oj Henry wmis 

jI9 smartphones have more of a role in the car 
than just making calls, playing music and navigation 
- specialist apps can help you park and beat jams. 

Although many sat-navs also have this capability 
now, too, it is often more convenient to have the 
information on your mobile, so you’re not restricted 
to use in the car. And these specialist apps are 
generally cheaper than sat-nav apps, which may also 
offer parking and traffic information. We put six of 
the best of each on test to find our favourites. 


TRAFFIC APPS 



INRIXXDTrafHc 

Price; Free 

Available for: iOS, Android, 
Windows Phone 

Rating; 


BEST BUY WE rarely make a 
trip across congested central 
London without checking INRIX 
first. It’ll map out the most 
clogged up roads with a clear 
display, with the worst jams 
marked in red - these will have 
big delays so you know to avoid 
them. Even better is the feature 
to enter your destination, and 
it’ll work out the best route 
based on current jams. 




TheAA 


Price; Free 

Available for; iOS, Android, 
Rating; 


RECOMMENDED 

DISAPPOINTINGLY, the AA has 
done away with its acclaimed 
Roadwatch Pro app, which we 
liked a lot. This version has a 
route planner and fuel finder, 
but can’t match its predecessor. 
Traffic updates are nowhere 
near as comprehensive as on 
INRIX, and are mostly restricted 
to major roads. They’re still 
timely and accurate, though, 
even if thinly spread. 




PARKING APPS I 


AA Parking 

Price: £1.69 (Windows Phone), 
£1.99 (Android), £2.29 (iOS) 
Available for: iOS, Android, Windows 

Rating; 


BEST BUY DON’T be put off 
by the fact that you have to 
pay for this while the rest are 
free - it’s worth it for finding 
potential parking spots with 
ease. It’s the best for finding 
commercial car parks and can 
also locate private lets and 
bays on the side of the road. It 
won’t show availability or let 
you pay via the app, but it’s a 
solid choice for finding spots. 



Parkopedia 

Parking 

Price: Free (£1.69 Windows Phone) 
Available for: iOS, Android, Windows 

Rating: 


RECOMMENDED ALTHOUGH 
Parkopedia powers the search 
database used in AA Parking, 
the app is not as polished and 
some gaps in information let 
it down. It gave us a similar 
amount of car parks and 
roadside spaces local to us 
on the map, along with prices 
and limited availability, but 
some features require 
upgrading for you to use. 
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Traffic and parking apps 


Products 


How we tested them 

WE drove around London to find the best parking 
app - pulling over and checking our contenders to 
search for places to leave our car nearby. We looked 
for spaces in areas we knew were loaded with car 
parks, so an accurate, packed list of options was 
preferred. To rate the traffic apps, we referred to 
them before leaving for a journey through the city, 
checking them on the way, rating their precision. 


'S Verdict 


THERE’S no beating INRIX for beating the jams. 

It took the honours ahead of the M’s offering in 
second place. M Parking is our favourite parking 
app, with Parkopedia our runner-up here. 

Traffic apps 

l.INRIXXD Traffic 2.TheM 

Parking apps 

1. M Parking 2. Parkopedia Parking 


Waze ^ 

Price; Free 

Available for: iOS, Android, Windows Phone 

Rating; 


THIS continues to improve since being 
taken over by Google. We’d previously 
tested it as a sat-nav app and online 
route finder, but recent updates make 
it worth testing as a standalone traffic 
app. The community-based system 
relies on other 
drivers 
submitting 
reports when 
they hit jams, 
but it works 
well. Go on to 
2D map view 
to see which 
roads are 
blocked and 
use the route 
planner for a 
stress-free 
journey. 


RAC ^ 

Price; Free 

Available for; iOS, Android, Windows Phone 

Rating; 


MUCH like the M app, the RAC has 
done away with its dedicated traffic 
service to launch a programme 
designed to tackle route planning 
and with functions exclusive to RAC 
members. Unfortunately, as with the 
M, the traffic- 
busting feature 
is not as good 
as before. 

Flagged delays 
were few and 
far between - 
and while it 
dealt with 
smaller roads, 
some of these 
delays were 
cleared by the 
time we drove 
through them. 


Navigon trafficAall 

Price; Free (£1.20 Windows Phone) 
Available for; iOS, Windows Phone 

Rating; 


THIS Garmin-made traffic buster left 
us wanting more as it shows most 
jams accurately on a map, but doesn’t 
list them or programme delays into 
any kind of route planner. It’s a shame, 
as the claimed blockages were largely 
accurate on 
both main and 
minor roads. 

Instead, it 
seems this 
has been 
developed 
more for use 
in European 
countries, 
although it 
remains usable 
in the UK. 

Not worth 
paying for. 


Live Traffic Info 

Price; Free 

Available for; iOS 

Rating; ^ 


WITH traffic information from the 
Highways Agency, we expected a lot 
more from this ageing app. It’s only 
available for iPhone versions of iOS 
and even then, its resolution size 
is intended for older, smaller 
handsets. It’s 
clearly out 
of date but 
bizarrely, some 
traffic info still 
came through 
- although this 
was scarce. It 
missed out 
delays in all the 
UK’s major 
cities and only 
displayed a 
few jams on 
motorways. 






JustPark 


Price: Free 


Available for; iOS 
Rating; 


ALTHOUGH this isn’t the best for finding 
commercial car parks, it’s great for 
looking for privately let spots on 
driveways and in garages. You can 
book these spaces for a specific time 
within the app, too. There was a 
healthy 
selection of 
vacant places 
available when 
we looked, and 
it gave an easy 
to follow 
rundown of 
how much 
each would 
cost. We just 
wish it’d find 
car parks and 
that it was on 
other platforms. 
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NCP 


Price: Free 


Available for; iOS, Android 
Rating; 


LIKE the JustPark app, NCP focuses on 
one type of parking - the firm’s own 
car parks. Of course, NCP operations 
are very common, so it shouldn’t be a 
problem for motorists to find spaces 
near them with this capable app that 
lists prices, the ^ 
amount of bays [R|@|^ 

in each place 
- and even 
directions from ■ 
where you are i 





displayed on 
a map. The 

software is # ^ • rv 

slick and free - 0 o* ^ 

but obviously, q9 ^ 

if you don’t 
want to use an 

NCP, it’s not ^ [SI OH 

much use. 




Appy Parking 
London 


Price: Free 


Available for; iOS, Android 
Rating; 


WE love the detail invested in Appy 
Parking. It lists times you no longer 
have to pay for roadside bays or when 
you can park on yellow lines, and 
costs are broken down so they’re easy 
to understand. 


The big 
problem is it 
only covers 
roads within 
theM25.lt 
can search 
out spaces by 
GPS or entering 
a location, 
and we hope 
this is soon 
rolled out 
further than 
just the capital. 


Pafker 



Parker 


Price: Free 


Available for; iOS, Android 
Rating; 


THIS predominantly US-focused app 
only has detailed parking info for 
Birmingham and Manchester in the 
UK, but it’ll still work everywhere 
else in the country where councils 
use relevant pay methods - 
Parkmobile or 
PayByPhone. 

All you need 
to do is check 
in your car, 
relying on the 
app’s use of 
GPS, and fill 
in reg details. 

There aren’t 
many ways of 
finding spaces, 
but its paying 
capabilities 
redeem it. 
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For a forever changing world 

Cars on Demand - flexible shortterm leasing 
specialists, with contracts from just 1 month 



Benefits: 

• Nationwide service 
Low deposits 

• Competitive monthly payments 

• No long term commitments 

• Wide choice of vehicle groups 
Ideal for 

• New employees 

• Contract workers 

• Start - u p businesses 

• Small and Large fleets 

• Avaitable for Businesses and 
Private individuals 
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Buying cars 

* Npw and i]<;pd biivinc 


New and used buying advice 



Mercedes C-Class Mk3 E& 

YOU TELL US... Exec scores on quality, but it is pricey to run 


2014 Results 

C-Class Factfile 


Years: 2007 to 2014 CO2: 173g/km 
Fuel economy: 42mpg (G20 CDI SE Auto) 

Best features: Climate control, parking sensors, 
hill start assist, rain-sensing windscreen wipers 

Prices: From £6,500 


OVERALL SCORE 

87 . 37 % 


Bars show where model 
finished out of 150 cars in 
our 2014 survey. The lower 
the rating the better 


150 125 100 75 50 25 1 


RELIABILITY 


BUILD QUALITY 
RUNNING COSTS ^ 
PERFORMANCE sS 
ROAD HANDLING 
RIDE QUALITY 
EASE OF DRIVING ^ 
SEAT COMFORT d 
PRACTICALITY 
IN-CAR TECH 


72 

26 

104 

34 

83 

70 

46 

120 

109 

40 


■ GOOD 

“INCREDIBLY smooth 
and easy to drive.” 

“Absolutely rock-solid 
build quality. It’s a 
different class from 
most other cars.” 

“Typical of great German 
engineering. This is the 
marque for longevity in 
car ownership.” 

“My car is a well 
engineered, comfortable 
and attractive model.” 

“The ‘eco-drive’ setting 
helps maintain very 
sensible mpgforthe 
type of vehicle it is.” 

“Everything that a 
Mercedes should be.” 


■ NOT so GOOD 

“IT had an injector 
failure problem, which 
was common for these 
models in 2010.” 

“Sensor system has 
a mind of its own.” 

“I find the gearbox 
sometimes struggles.” 

“Off the road for one 
month during its first 
year. Fuel system and 
engine management 
had to be replaced.” 

“I think the C-Class is 
a little lacking in flair.” 

“Mercedes dealerships 
are eye-wateringly 
expensive. It’s best to 
source an alternative.” 


m 

□ 

1 

How do you rate your car? 

Tell us what you think 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 





"A 


|oe 

Finnerty 

Got any car queries? 

Joe_ Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 
g @ AE_Consumer 








Service history confusion 

MY 2009 Audi A4 was advertised for sale with 
a full service history, but it turns out the timing 
belt hadn’t been replaced despite passing its 
due date. Surely this was misadvertised? 
Helen Kennedy, E-mail 

THE term **full service history” doesn*tmean 
all necessary work has been done, rather all 
workthats been carried out is documented. If 
its listed as having a full manufacturer service 
history, you*d have more chance of recompense 
if service intervals haven*t been met 

Recurring oil problems 

THREE oil consumption tests have been 
carried out on my VW Polo GTI, and on the 
third the oil jets were replaced. Now, after 
another 2,000 miles, the engine oil light has 
come on again. Is this right? Can you help? 
Graham Lamb, E-mail 

THE engine used in the Polo GTI was also 
found in the Skoda Fabia vRS, and is well 
known for having excessive oil consumption, 
VW operates on tolerances of 1, 000 miles per 
litre of oil so its worth checking the level 
regularly to make sure you don*t run out 

No cause for MINI rattle? 

MY brand new MINI Cooper S has a rattle 
over uneven surfaces, but the dealer can’t 
find anything wrong. It claims this is a 
characteristic of the car. What can I do? 
Jacqueline Whitfull, E-mail 

DEALERS often use “its a characteristic of the 
car” as a get-out clause, but sometimes they 
genuinely can*t find a fault Try recording the 
rattle, and if you're convinced there's still a 
problem, get an independent inspection by 
a member of the Institute of Automotive 
Engineer Assessors, Drive another Cooper S 
to see if the rattle is present in that, too. 
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M Buying cars SEAT Ibiza Mk4 



NEED 
TO KNOW 

The power-steering can 
make some odd clunking 
noises when manoeuvring 
at low speeds on full lock. 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

Some owners have 
struggled to get their MP3 
players working properly, 
even on the latest cars. 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

The Ibiza’s ride is firm, 
but Sport models feature 
even firmer suspension 
than standard editions. 


BUYER'S GUIDE: SEAT Ibiza 

FROM £3,500 Multi-talented Mk4 supermini is a sound second-hand buy 


Pjfl Richard Dredge 

JULI WE’VE long been fans 
of the current SEAT Ibiza. 

With its modern, eye-catching 
design, keen prices, strong 
dynamics and low running 
costs, it stands out in a 
market that isn’t always 
particularly imaginative. 

That makes the Ibiza a great 
used buy, especially for new 
drivers who will be reassured 
by its five-star Euro NCAP rating. 

Yet while the Ibiza is a 
great first car, this sharply 
styled supermini is also just 
the job for anybody who needs 
something fun and distinctive 
for the daily commute. 

History 

THE five-door Ibiza Mk4 arrived 
in July 2008 in 1.2, 1.4 or 
1.6-litre petrol forms; within 


four months the three-door SC 
was on sale. In March 2009, 

1.4 and 1.6-litre diesel engines 
debuted, four months before 
the 178bhp 1.4 TSI Ibiza Cupra. 

The mechanically identical 
Bocanegra, with its distinctive 
black nose, arrived in 2009. 

The 99g/km 1.2 TDI Ecomotive 
appeared in July 2009, a 
year before the ultra-practical 
Ibiza ST (estate), the 92g/km 
Ibiza E Ecomotive and the 
zesty 1.2-litre TSI petrol. 

A facelifted Ibiza reached 
showrooms in January 2012, 
with revised styling, higher- 
quality interior and a 1.2 TSI 
Ecomotive petrol option. 

Which one? 

MANUAL and DSG automatic 
transmissions are great to use 
while the TSI and TDI engines 


feel punchy and offer decent 
economy. The regular 1.2 and 
1.4 don’t sparkle as much. 

Entry-level S editions 
are best avoided as they’re 
spartan. They come with remote 
central locking and six-speaker 
CD/tuner, but you have to move 
up to the SE to get electric front 
windows, a trip computer, 
split folding rear seats, 15-inch 
alloy wheels and a height- 
adjustable passenger seat. 

The Sport features firmer 
suspension, sports seats 
and 16-inch alloys. Options 
worth having include climate 
control, Bluetooth and 
rear parking sensors. 


Alternatives 

THE Skoda Fabia and VW Polo 
share the Ibiza’s underpinnings, 
but there’s no estate version of 
the latter, while prices for an 
equivalent hatch are higher. 

One of the best all-rounders 
in this class is Ford’s smart- 
looking Fiesta, which is great 
fun to drive, plentiful and cheap 
to run - plus there’s a wide 
choice of engines and trims. 

The Renault Clio and Peugeot 
207 are also worth considering 
as they’re affordable and good 
to drive. Vauxhall’s Corsa is 
cheap to buy and run, offers 
decent cabin space, plus there 
are also lots to choose from. 


Verdict 

THE Ibiza is showing its age, 
particularly on pre-facelift 
models. However, that 
doesn’t stop it being a great 
second-hand buy as it’s such 
strong value for money. 

It helps that there’s a wide 
choice of models, from ultra- 
practical estates to fun sports 
editions such as the FR and 
Cupra - with the seriously 
frugal Ecomotive along the way. 

While the Ibiza isn’t the 
best car in its class, as an all- 
rounder it should be on the 
shortlist of anyone looking 
for a small car that’s fun to 
drive and cheap to run. 


"Sharply styled supermini is great first car, plus just the 
job for anyone needing something fun for commuting" 
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SEAT Ibiza Mk4 


Buying cars M 



Materials 



SOME of the interior 
plastics are hard, but 
the fit and finish is 
generally very good. 
Some older cars are 
startingtocreakand 
rattle now, though. 


Windows 

THE electric window 
mechanisms can be 
unreliable. Motors 
short out, leadingto 
thewindowgoingup 
ordown of its own 
accord -or not at all. 


Air-con 

AIR-conditioning 
systems can be 
temperamental, so 
listen forhissingand 
see ifthe system 
produces coldairas 
repairs can be costly. 


Washer 

THErearwasher 
mechanism can 
sometimes stop 
working, often because 
the pipe that feeds it 
has come adrift, filling 
the boot with water. 









Performance 

0-60mph/top speed t ^ y 
11.9 secs/118mph 


Running costs 

53-55mpg (1.2 TSI) 
£48 fill-up 



COz/tax 1^^ 

119-124g/km . J 

£30-110 


How much? 



14 

62 

60 

59 

58 


2014 

2012 

2010 

2009 

2009 

Model 

1.2S3dr 

£8,350 

£7,150 

£5,870 

£4,725 

£4,275 

1.2TSIFR3dr 

£10,350 

£8,675 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

1.4SE5dr 

£9,175 

£7,725 

£5,975 

£5,350 

£4,825 

1.6Sport3dr 

N/A 

N/A 

£6,395 

£5,750 

£5,195 

1.4TDIS3dr 

N/A 

N/A 

£6,750 

£5,995 

N/A 

1.6TDISE5dr 

£10,650 

£8,950 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

2.0TDIFR3dr 

£11,895 

£9,995 

£8,150 

£7,295 

N/A 


ANY Ibiza Mk4 priced at under £3,500 is likely to be a 
category D write-off, while any model less than £4,000 
has generally covered 80,000 miles or more. Impose 
a 50,000-mile limit, and £4,500 secures a 59-plate 
Ibiza 1.2 S. The cheapest Cupras cost £8,000. 

About a third of Ibizas available are diesel, and prices 
start at £4,500 for 1.9 TDI editions that have covered 
80,000 miles. Automatics account for less than one in 
10 Ibizas. Prices start at £6,000 for a 25,000-mile 2009 
1.6-litre car or a 2011 1.2 SE that’s done 50,000 miles. 


Running costs 



O 

Fuel 

economy 

CO2 

emissions 

Annual 
road tax 

Model 

1.2 

3-5 

48-52mpg 

125-139g/km 

£110-130 

1.2TSI105 

12-15 

53-55mpg 

119-124g/km 

£30-110 

1.4TSI140 

22 

44-60mpg 

109g/km 

£20 

1.6 

11-12 

42-45mpg 

149-1 57g/km 

£145-180 

1.2TDI75 

7-9 

72-80mpg 

92-102g/km 

Free-£20 

1.4TDI 

9-11 

65mpg 

114g/km 

£30 

1.6TDI 

14 

65mpg 

112g/km 

£30 


ALL Ibizas have to be serviced every 10,000 miles or 
12 months, with check-ups alternating between minor 
(£179) and major (£229), while every fourth service is a 
big one at £259. The costs are identical, whether petrol 
or diesel, and they apply to all Ibizas, regardless of age. 

The brake fluid has to be replaced after three years, 
then every two (at £49), while all engines come with a 
cam belt that needs to be renewed every five years or 
80,000 miles. Expect to pay £299 to replace the belt 
on a petrol-engined Ibiza, or £369 on a diesel. 

The price of a major service includes a year’s 
European breakdown cover, worth £245. 



wwM.itutDtiiphnKs.co.uk/driyierpower 


OUR VIEW 

THE Ibiza Mk4 appeared in 
144th place in our Driver Power 
2013 survey, but dropped out 
altogether last year. The last 
time it appeared in the top 
100 was in 2012. Owners 
rated the handling and running 
costs, but not much else. 



Partwatch 



Dealer price 

Independent price 

Part 

Front brake pads (axle set) 

£51.68 

£23.88 

Brake discs (pair) 

£96.12 

£55.08 

Doormirrorglass (electric) 

£48.40 

N/A 

Front wiper set 

£45.58 

£22.92 


Prices for a 2012 1.2 TSI. Dealer figures supplied by SEAT UK. 
Independent prices from Euro Car Parts iwww.eurocarparts.cpm) 


Recalls 


YOUR VIEW 

SIENNA Collinson from 
Cannock, Staffs, owns a 2010 
Ibiza 1.4. She says: “I love the 
way it looks. It’s quiet on the 
motorway, and doesn’t use a 
lot of petrol. It hasn’t been 
totally reliable, but nothing 
major. I’d buy another.” 


Interior 

SOME of the plastics are 
disappointing (things improved 
from the 2012 facelift), but the 
dash design is smart and seats 
are comfortable. Rear space is 
tight and the five-door Ibiza’s boot 
accommodates 292 litres; three- 
door SC cuts this to 284 litres. 


Contacts 

Official 

www.seatco.uk 

Forums 

www.seatcupra.net 

www.seat-ibiza-mk4.co.uk 


THE Ibiza Mk4 has been recalled twice. The first, in June 
2012, affected cars built between 2010 and 2011. There 
was a problem with the latch mechanism, which could 
prevent the bonnet from being closed properly. 

The most recent recall came in 2014, and it affected 
1.2-litre diesel examples built between May 2010 and 
October 2014. These could suffer from cracks in the 
fuel filter, leading to diesel leaking on to the road. 
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M Buying cars Best buys 


Car hunter 

£ 15,000 for a fast diesel hatch, but which one? 


Dear Lawrence, I'm looking for a sporty hatch with practicality, 
comfort and performance, but it needs to have a diesel engine 
for big miles. What would you recommend for £15,000? 
Matthew Billings, E-mail 
Contact: Lawrence_Allan@dennis.co.uk 



■ THE PRACTICAL CHOICE 

Skoda Octavia vRS 

FOR: Good value, cheap to run, huge boot 
AGAINST: Bland cabin, road noise, steering 



■ THE POWERFUL CHOICE 

Astra BiTurbo 

FOR: In-gear pace, styling, ride comfort 
AGAINST: Dull handling, awkward load bay 



■ THE ALL-ROUND CHOICE 

VWGolfGTD 

FOR: Classy interior, great to drive, efficient 
AGAINST: Small boot, familiar styling 


THE Octavia vRS is a fine choice for those wanting 
lots of space, decent pace and a low price. It’s not the 
most overtly sporty car to look at, but the vRS additions 
give this Skoda a more menacing yet understated look. 

Inside, it’s similar to the standard Octavia, with a 
good, high-quality layout but a distinct lack of luxury 
or character. At least the saloon-like shape is practical, 
with plenty of room for five and a huge, 560-litre boot. 

The Skoda drives well overall, with agile handling for 
such a big car and a decent ride, too. Road noise can 
be intrusive, though, plus the steering is quite numb. 
The 2.0 TDI is the same punchy and refined unit as 
in the VW Golf GTD, although it’s not as efficient. 

This second-generation Octavia came a healthy 
28th in our Driver Power 2014 satisfaction survey, 
scoring well for build quality and reliability. Your 
money goes a long way, too - a 24,000-mile 2013 
example with lots of extras is yours for £14,680. 


VAUXHALL’S Astra BiTurbo is often overlooked as 
it lacks the sporting badge and desirability of rivals, 
but it actually offers a lot for not much outlay. 

Subtle exterior updates give it a sporty edge over 
the standard car, plus the cabin is familiar. However, 
kit is in short supply, unless you find a car with lots 
of options, and what there is can be fiddly to operate. 
Passenger space is reasonable, but the 351-litre boot 
is small and a tight opening makes loading awkward. 

You’d think the Vauxhall is the fastest car here due 
to its 192bhp, but there’s very little in it - only when 
overtaking on motorways is the in-gear thrust apparent. 
It’s refined, though, and the ride is comfortable. 

It’s just a shame the BiTurbo handles so much like 
a standard Astra, as it feels remote and soft. Another 
letdown is owner satisfaction, as the Vauxhall finished 
124th out of 150 in Driver Power 2014. Still, we tracked 
down a 16,000-mile 2013 car with sat-nav for £14,350. 


THE default choice for many after a fast diesel hatch, 
the Golf GTD is the GTI for long-distance drivers. At 
this price, you’re looking at a previous-generation car, 
which is still classy - if not as sporty as the GTI - with 
plenty of space and excellent fit and finish. And while 
the rather meagre 350-litre boot is eclipsed by the 
Skoda’s, the Golfs cabin feels a bit more special. 

It’s only when you drive the GTD that you fully see 
the attraction. Here’s a car that offers almost the same 
level of driver appeal as the fully fledged GTI, but with 
over 50mpg real-world fuel economy and plenty of 
punchy torque from the 2.0 TDI engine. A great ride 
and handling balance and impressive refinement 
make it a near-perfect car for high-mileage driving. 

Bear in mind that the standard l\/lk6 model came 
a lowly 89th in Driver Power 2014, and finished 136th 
for reliability, too. Nevertheless, we found a 2012 GTD 
manual with 32,000 miles on the clock for £15,350. 


Coupes cutting emissions 


SPORTS coupes are showing the largest 
decrease in CO 2 emissions of any car 
category at auction, according to figures 
from the pricing experts at Glass’s. 

The likes of the Peugeot RCZ have 
seen a 31 per cent improvement in 
emissions over the past four years, from 
an average of 245g/km to 168g/km. 

MPVs and 4x4s benefited from the 
next biggest reduction over the period, 
with superminis improving the least, 
although they were already low. 

Head of valuations at Glass’s, 

Rupert Pontin, said: “It is pleasing 
to see some of the biggest and fastest 
vehicles at auction, previously the 
worst offenders for emissions, have 
seen the most improvements.” 



"Coupes showed a 31 per cent 
improvement in emissions" 



FOLLOWING in the 
footsteps of the sharp- 
looking 3 and 6, Mazda 
has launched its all-new 
2 supermini with some 
really tempting offers. 

Anyone looking to 
buy on finance can take 
advantage of a zero per 
cent deal on the 1.5 90PS 
Sports Launch Edition, 
so you’ll pay no interest on the £14,995 purchase price - 
although the deposit is high, at nearly half this amount. 

Not only is it good to look at, the 2 is also great to drive, 
and comes loaded with tech. Visit www.mazdaxo.ukfor 
info, or go to wwwxarbuyer.co.ukfor more great deals. 
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FIRST AID 
FOR CARS. 

Ring portable powerpack for 
jump starting cars. Complete 
with air compressor, 230v 
mains/1 2v DC/USB power 
and site light. 

Power on the Move. 


RING 


ringautomotivexo.uk 


Available at all leading retailers. 

Check our website for your nearest stockist. 



Talk of the town 


Stylish Fiat 500 
stands out, but 
lacks refinement 


o 

Fiat 500 

68.9mpg (official) 
£37 fill-up 




Tiny Toyota iQ is 
reliable, but isn't 
very practical 




Toyota iQ 

64.2mpg (official) 
£33 fill-up 


500 TwinAir Lounge 

Years; 2010 to date Engine; 875cc 2cyl, 85bhp 
Insurance group; 12 Econ/C02; 69mpg/95g/km 
Why? Funky 500 is a style icon, and the TwinAir 
engine gives it great character and decent pace. 

Prices from: £5,250 


FIAT’S 500 may hark back to the original 
fifties model, but it has quickly become a 
style icon in its own right, and the cute city 
car’s styling has been a hit with buyers. 

Fiat added further appeal to the 500 
when the two-cylinder TwinAir engine 
joined the range. The 875cc turbo is 
great fun, with lots of torque and an 
appealing soundtrack. It’s just a shame 
that owners report poor real-world 
economy. And while the car is nimble, it’s 
less refined and composed than the iQ. 

The 500 is small by most standards, 
but bigger than the iQ, with space for two 
children in the back and a modest boot. 
Lounge spec also gets a lot more kit to play 
with. Fiat reliability is better nowadays, but 
there are still issues with electrical niggles 
and check brakes and clutches, as the 
500 is a driving school favourite. 





Retro cabin is stylish - opt for 
Lounge spec for lots of kit - and 
offers far more space than in iQ 


There's plenty of quality kit and 
dash is well laid out, but rear 
seats are tiny, even for kids 


t Fiat 500 

THE Fiat 500 comes out on top here, 
mainly because it can carry four 
people plus a couple of bags. Add 
in the characterful engine, stylish 
looks and nimble handling, and it’s 
a better all-round city car package. 


2 Toyota iQ 

IT may be the cheaper of the two 
cars here, but we can’t look past 
the Toyota’s tiny boot space and 
limited passenger room. Although 
it’s great for driving around the 
city, its talents are restricted. 


iQ2 1.0-litre 

Years; 2008 to date Engine; 1.0-litre 3cyl, 67bhp 
Insurance group; 4 Econ/C02; 64nnpg/99g/knn 
Why? Clever little iQ is a master of interior 
packaging, a breeze to park and looks distinctive. 

Prices from: £3,295 


TOYOTA attempted to rewrite the rulebook 
with the dinky iQ in 2008. Back then it 
claimed to be the smallest four-seater 
in the world, at only three metres long. 

The futuristic styling is matched with a 
simple, good-quality dash layout. Plus, ‘2’ 
spec models get lots of big-car kit. But the 
iQ is best treated as a ‘3 h- 1’ seater - you’ll 
be lucky to squeeze a small child behind 
the driver. The boot is also a near-useless 
32 litres with the back seats in place. 

At least the iQ’s size makes it great fun to 
drive through town, with a London taxi-like 
turning circle. Revisions to the 2010 model 
also mean it rides and handles better, but 
the 1.0-litre non-turbo engine is strangled 
by long gearing and needs lots of revs. 

Reliability is generally good, but some 
owners have complained of premature 
clutch wear and EGR valve failures. 
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IDRIVERI 

PSWER 



Take part in the survey 
where your opinion really matters 


TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAR 
AND WIN £2,000 WORTH 

OF PRODUCTS 


The UiCs bi^est and best car 
satisfaction survey is now live 


Go to www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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EXCEPTIONAL 
EVERY DAY. 

ENTICING 
EVERY MONTH. 

BMW 218i SPORT ACTIVE 
TOURER. MONTHLY RENTALS 
FROM £299 (plus initial rental*). 

Even everyday trips are exceptional in a BMW 21 8i 
Sport Active Tourer. With high gloss black interior, 
17" alloy wheels and DAB digital radio as standard, 
it's easy to see why, Plus, with an excellent offer 
from BMW Economics, you'll find the monthly 
payments pretty enticing loo. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 21 8i Sport Active Tourer: 
Urban 58.9 mpg (4.8 1/100 km). Extra Urban 76.3 mpg (3.7 1/100 km). 
Combined 68.9 mpg (4,1 1/1 00 km). COi emissions 109 g/km. Figures ™y 
vary deluding on driving stylo and condiUona.*lnitiat rental £3,822. Prico ahown ia for a 48 
montF PwsonsI Contract Hire agre^rnent fqr a BMW 21® Sport Active Tourer with optiona) 
metallic paint, with a contract mileage of 40,000 mil« ar>d bkass mifeaga charge of 5.72p 
per mile. Applies to new vehidos ordered at parilicipaling reiaSers belwoen 1 January and 31 
March 2015 and ragialored by 3D Junip 2015 (GUb|ect to ai/aMabirrty). Retail customers on^. At 
the end of your agreement you must reium the vehicle. Ekc#ss mdeage, veblde conditiori and 
oihof charges may be payable. Hire available subject to status to UK reaidenta aged 16 or over. 
Guarantees and indemnlUes may ba required. Temis and conditiori apply- Offer may be 
varied, withdrawn or extended at any bme. Hire provided by BMW Fbancial Setwces (OBJ 
Limited, Bartley Way, Hook, Hampshire RC27 9UR 
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LSTMtlKITlHihm P 5U 1«a Mi 1ft £2I0« 

2 J 11 «(lCailMHM P no ftS 149 20 Qum 

241 « 0 (t 4 C|bta P 500 1 U 140 it iJlM 

2 Jt M tDwHiMtTllH*rt J lU U 1 B 2 ] I 2 C 7 « 
2 JI( 2 « 7 rW(lT 1 t*lliHlXlipert f 340 to 1 H 27 01490 

ZJIDdtZOPTlbniwn H tftuO Et T» 2 t CZ 7 D 0 

JUifetr Did fl 90 IDU rna IhMlM X ftpvt: «d 4 0710 to 20 
flU (1431 kito U ItlTt TltHdun 


CiliiV tUbllHrri^MMMICAO^^^ 

IBlP 0 i: 4 t 


141 lia( 1 iqi 1 btonii 4 E 540 1 M tn 17 OtWH 

U 1 K 3 ( 1192 M 5 rt E S 40 114 119 It £ 2 t 4 t 0 

14 rMlEcp«pailll 1 n 4 >iiVr It 310 9 ^ 1 F 7 U £27170 

147 (lH|EestDqDtAitoc» H HO U 117 II Q 9 D 0 

2 j( 3 n(m(HMnd#lTlluMii J ISO U 11124 £ 21 ZS 
LomOtMllankin P 500 l&O Ml 20 £ 2 t 543 

2411 Kl(W|lTl|pto«iv P 500 U 149 22 E 2 t 14 | 

UTBd(H 4 lilK F 500 104 14 ft JO CNHB 

LllUMITllHtont I 420 U 179 at 00175 

Auto: kM f 14 B toionia IhHdvt K fdll £ 2 n 0 to ntPf^ 


End^ • ttibl TtSnE GUWHIW^^ 
DW W aP 0 M m > t i J; W 4 

lOdIZlIltWin P 4 U 122 Ml 10 £ 14 nS 

107 CBl 9 eDinapiHHOn P 53.1 127 IB 11 £imi 

1 JlK](ftllTltont«iii C t 14 140 IZD ■ lium 

AUHC hU f1 Wifi li; (1 139^ X Pwk; ^ £1000 mmuryun 


f - sisHn nnivBEiawPii^^y^ 


um (1239 Mull* CM I ft7J 147 1» 11 EZZH9 

UlDa(li4DM^CMXL P 102 121 200 11 i£lft4ft 

UTDanMOPuMCMTIU K M2 iLl 29t 11 C2ft4« 

UIDadiPPDkMCMLtoMK M2 121 »t 12 07749 
LUDdODOtOn^ObltoMliaiLl 101 m 12 OlftB 
2111X5(20(1 DM CM MdnO Mail lOJ 2» 12 EMdH 
AuId: kU ri 2 » toll IDO UrHM Hid 31 TDa WUlnK, 
UmftMlliMd fOn tolMbid 


Eiv4ntoiminLEIJH34ICJVH(A 

nivapowBiPOKM 

147(150 ECD«Mft«ICFm P 4U %t 1» 20 E2»I0 
WfllpiubtMitolMMMlVDI 347 ET ID 71 BUM 
ulPdcittiUtocnM) 1 511 iu t» JO tzmo 

201 U(ni|tMKNM> C 470 107 1 H 21 041 « 

20 TDd( 1 H|T 1 ton)wiAM) P 47.9 107 1 H 21 OilM 

Auto tdd ri 4 K to 70 TD 0 AWD, TXHiAHi add flC» to 
EoMMfl 241 K frxH OOTbG (M 
toUtmian. THiMifii X 5 f»(t hM STWtoThifilurtf 


HOWA 


WHWilHHidtvto j 4 /Irprfiw W5 2009100 TP i Mr g IM 
WHimtrJyi rtt W M iM n 
JM-lWbHISnwt W IIMICAPfa^^ 
PMAEPOWPlPdbn 


P SftO 125 123 1ft miB 

iihvitctt p 51,0 lit ut 14 dim 

UMAH^iutoHE P tiO U1 1M 1ft dTftSO 

UMAHMrldMitoHft 9 «34 til 104 1» flTfftO 

IJ MAIlibftjMttoHM P 4ifl 1JJ 101 1| dOB 

14WnCBni> O IIjO 114 12i li dOHf 

IJlLVfKQ P no 114 129 II finti 

iiMnicp & 5i4 li ft 1JI 9l ntiH 

Amc Hto £1 1 flOto 1 .< hU OK to^ EX BO Hto MA 


CM- 4ftm77bnrn,aMHIC^^ 

mraiTiMniKMwA 


i4b¥ncs p su 13.4 lai • dots 

14MniCI t 407 ft,1 137 II dllfti 

UMnKIltftw F 42.1 01 143 1« £»» 

UMVIlCiO P 47.1 01 142 l7 CtHsS 

loiprvcf *705 105 M 11 oom 

ljtl 0 reC»HiH *705 105 H li Q 1 H 0 

tJMffKIE * 705 105 ft4 14 £HH4 

AutiKiilifdnO^UIftto 10iyTCCTi|wcidd£»l5to5.£M5 

ton Ptox EX Huf Bdd QSOOto 50 . Tmw tdd deoodno 


04 toM 4 nSx 1 iOf«^HPMICA^s^i!^V 


UMmCB « 41.0 M 159 23 iXBOD 

U hwnctx fi 40D U 142 24 BOQ 

ulcrrecEft t sio 54 in m osw 

UH 7 TKEX f 520 ftJ 141 29 £ 3 C 7 K 

uMnociyiHt F no u 147 a £ 1 kb 

I 4 W 1 KEX J 1 X 0 01 in 21 £ 3 ftns 

Ayitovftddd lift to 2.0 t^vifC. dBOtoit iitcnTC 

Ototiy^lildiraiHlddHrdSTO BfitMdCEBtoEStoK 


M * 457 b 1 «MHn, 


l^kVI^Illini M ftftl 100 Ml 24 £ 31 W 

UObVIKSiW 14 102 fOJ 17ft 24 £a»tO 

UkVTTCmWD I 171 101 177 25 fWn 

UlVnCfX«ND I J7J 101 177 2S £1D4» 

IJliPTKdaVtZMA C «<2 111 IIS 34 0340 

umTiKna^niw c «jj hi m s mm 

1*MtrKt1lE4tlMb A 57.7 1H 34 UtiHl 

1*W7K(1iqi«4IM1 I n4 ID 24 £30133 

iJiMTTKtIIOftCXtWD i 1X4 W4 ID 29 £39470 

4Dto^.«d4:£l»0to7il»VT&Q|17nto mOTfCpMSEtHM 
£3inial*l-0fTIC(12£»S 


HYUNDAI 


HwwJiyuMkD I* /InxtutvOIOpnifll itMm: ID 
WtoTHlQf ft KDHatoiHrntaJiiito 

ho MffaHnmvBUPHKA^^ 


1*5 

p ni 14ft 101 1 twm 

1*ft4|r 

9 m 141 in 1 cw 

1*51 

B m lit in 1 adH 

IlSf 

C 57.< 113 1M 4 dttn 

1*5CtbtDriv* 

A 45.7 15.1 M 1 £9*14 

1*nMA*Mi 

9 m lift in 1 dwe 

CIM 17 1 11A A. riMSn 


Auto Add 11^ to 1 1, nwdiM St iM (1 ifts to 1 J 


n MW - WhilWnda IWMICAK^^ 


11MI9* 

Umna^iVhmi4t 

IlMIEfdi 

MdOtlSift* 

i.ionMiosM 

lJl<mOTS 9 * 


c sof 1J.I 112 ft dons 
AMI ItO 14 « dM45 
C 504 1ft.1 11) t £12725 
e 514 11 1 127 10 dftftB 
m 701 100 im t dtzB 
9 e09 111 Iffi 10 £M7ZS 
C 504 11.1 119 7 rms 
A 514 11J 137 10 diUf 
P 409 111 1« 12 dI713 
AuCsflddnOOto 14(10(^5 Air: DddfTHtoXTtondwnfttrDdd 
r 000 to KMfaliiHi, t» caup*: Ufw prk»M 5* (1 J i| Hto 1 4 
<H>i (MN on^ t20 CoiiM Spore wito prito ■ IM Sdrininhiii 
(IlMifidMCKMMon^ 


14(144 ftondHn^ 


M ■ omiTItovu 


lAdOPOMki* 

UdWAcIttoMr 

lOOntlflftAdliMJM 

14(tinSto)rtftM 

I 4 <lilitll«ft 0 toli* 

i4C14paM(Sdr 

UOMtlWCMcki 

14 ( 10 PaMwU 

14( 11 ^ ft M toj^Wftftb 

14aiN(1HftAi#**ftM 

14(Kl4s^i* 

14(lUCt3ASl|toftM 

14(134 hndmM- 

lAABldlpnwdwn!* 


E «.1 131 ID 7 d4i0S 

F «j 111 141 7 dsm 

* 7U 114 1« M dlHd 
r 441 10 ft 14) 10 d7m 
m toft 104 101 19 fl«w 
E 47.1 131 in 7 dsm 
*703 I1J ftT 12 dTMft 
I 47.1 U1 ID t dim 
« 41.S 11.1 159 10 dTTIO 
A 7U 119 97 12 dlS« 
i MJ 111 1 M I CtTTH 

* 74J 10.9 100 14 dUK 
P 441 10.) 149 9 sons 
» 109 109 in 19 i 


AuwBddfUSto i40lDlAr^AMnHn«A^ttotoufir Add 
£1 100 to 5rk ft£ fWidw Add CUtO to SC 


m ■ «nM77b1t15^ 
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1 7 004(1 14 10 
1.1 001 (110 BSt^ 
1.70tMt119Wfiviiiim 
i.iOaMtiMjBn 


C «U 12J 11a U lltitt 
C filD 1U 111 » IIWB 
C «.0 1U 113 12 OIW 

C «3J 1(rj 111 1« 02009 
c «l.e 1ZJ 10 t2 OMK 
£ 4JJ lu in 12 atiTt 


Auta Add £1745 u 1 .2 ODiitl M iMir ^ 

I TOVMd CIISDta 1.7001 (1 Jf» BhriDrlW. £1 WD 

to1.70«N 




lAAdta P 39.D 1Z.I 110 | <UW 

IjKlMrfc P SU 12J in 7 <t2S15 

UStfk P 1ZJ 1M t £«4t1S 

lAOniCk^ < «UD 14J IH 9 CUDS 

iJOtQiAcriM € 4U 11.5 117 t £iina 

1JODIf4yta C «AD 1IJ 117 t XWaS 

llAvtoMiw 4 M.0 13J IM n IIIDIO 

UMIal/^ 4 4U 12J 1Si HI lima 


- MioAtno^ 
MIVBlfOMftraS:S« 


IJCaZHDt 4 411 11.1 1H It XfTOH 

1.701M2iWS E 1U 1M im» 

utnzwoie 4 4is ii.i m n iium 

MODinuDu 1 sa3 iu m i« omu 

UOUMfiMD&E F 4M ItJ 145 ai i230« 

1700l 3mPi*ii4iiP> f HA 17A 147 17 OXBO 

UODlllNDPWHlMfl F 4U llj 1il 2l QXnO 

Auta Add f 14U t» U IS4L Add £1U ID 1 1 Gfij, hwAfli 

fDnnw Add flOO to FnndiATii 


UODIStrt«nVI>1-MI 4 47J M 155 It OTIH 

uoDit^wpMADt 4 It isa n omo 

UODdFiH^uiiWHlfrwt 4 443 I J iSt tt £30020 

240l£)|Find«i|EtWDT.«Adt4 443 W 151 JO OSTJfl 
AiAaAidd£t7tlS'bQ4hMti-[ned«4|,fAwm*tE AddflZOO 





■IJM M 3«l U 1 


Wm^. J niniVMlOO'iiniki 

<}U - 4 n&4«Ui[1 
RPOfcUfA 


£ UJ L5 IMS OTtUi 
LMOSOVlWfiiM C «4J L5 114 40 £»t» 

lJdq«Pl|P«4 C <42 4S 114 10 dtzm 

|LSWI^q«M^ $ 4S4 M 144 43 MOOdG 

UVlHdDQSOKvUdJIHD 4 411 54 19 42 U15H 

Aviv Add f 1 no to 7 24 Fi«ut»w Add CIKOto ». fnnAvfi 
E4WIIC Add fl«0 »A<*rtfA^il 


Dtt 441M7tt1 770^ llfiOnva aMP#U4 VA 
IMmF0MRP01:WA 

AiviH^qaEBfHerFMi m ma m au a uAn 

iLlVtUdOHOiMdOfir i 2U 53 24< 45 UfTH 

l7VlA«lpg40CH^S L 2tJ 53 M« 45 OHTO 

47WAid»gBCM^9n«H t 2M 53 W 45 fAW 


47« ■ ilAiKlM^ BMPMW rt^ 
MKllFMffitKM:P5A 

lIUiadDOnhH^hl^ t 4fiJ 14(A 145NUU25U 

UdAUiDQfNFmidMi P 57i IM Oltn 

Udwtep7fSp«l P 97J 1BN»£3niO 

M14At*A4>0f#An44 1 J7.3 U Zn 45 4M1«0 

IWi ^ Add UlOOla PivtAaiv QlSa 1D ^ 


ipia ■ 4^4M5El»kini KHMIlUt ftVA 
«IIVBinilM4FCH:l«A 

luad¥lMD4)C» V 1L2 73 2» 45 0441 

UHVlMWOOtGr K ^ 73 224 4 OHO 

uviJtdDgpEBffr Misj M lie 45 cmum 

Fmr^ Add QSdl te GT madid 


4I1C» - 445x1 Uewk BWMiCAFiMk 


MdWMtD^xKner 
UiViomoWS 
»7 MmA 59C7«^ 
lL7VI«Jte<)K7a 
uvi HMgKTK nwiim 


■ 32J tJ U$ 4? UOf/q 

K 32J U 225 47 £44470 

H m S3 3fa » «JSJS 

MIU 53 3KZ 47 H452S 

M223 53 »7 50 C540S 


gtpCTAMltOQiWi 


ISUZU 


wwwMmL«i.LA /ImdiLK: OtW Cfi«0 i Om^Ki 47 
mriwiqr 5 )f*inn25C0Dnilii 

IMIrt- 5Z9b1tHbnF|. nJKHIICAFMlA 
DWWaPOWII l PQtiKA 

13PCIpirAnA4*Od I %7 W4 134 9 03043 

isDiiAHEtedtete I ni 134 t asm 

lS1He*[hH3i*Cifa J JU hUI 134 1 £2fBa 

UPUWilMtAQd J Jt7 WA 114 f £lHO 

A*/5t; Add £1200 ID lAah 


JAGUAR 


wwMjdiup^j^ ^trwfiiiv woo in 1 HI i C>Ai^ 
Mnvi^ a yvAF^nibiillid mUii 


Kl - KfbiaulivTv uiMlew NM 

iJid(ia)K A 75Lq r j hmachtti 

13d(153}lt-S^ A 7U 73 H 02US 

a.Wt143)FDrilBlD A 75.0 73 NMA £12175 

13d{W|S *473 74 mWA 0075 


]£ 

4 


I 


*1 



LOddtgiAlpvl ■ S7J 74 100 H 

Ud^atPdrthAa 

23^(l«iHitol15^ 

L9l(H«|AM4tM^ 

LpiDHll 
UkSKOtmrnMoi 

JliAfr;Adld £l75Qle2J0iiPlr4ifllKAdM£mte5i 


ftTJ 

73 

IDf MM 

flHTl 

W.7 

7.1 

179 

nms 

07 

7.1 

in MM 

£29745 

0.7 

13 

179 MM 

£39055 

0.7 

13 

in MM 

£33149 

M9 

4J 

194 MM 

£44174 


W - 49iUH71r«i BJAPHtlf 


uD(i4a4iMt93r r no is im n fHW 

Uat1<l)MiBSIi^nM F 52.0 54 144 |1 £»44S 

130(1419 pun Uwy P 5Z0 13 141 » £33145 

uodseiAiinijmv P no u i4i« fiws 

UDCUtiUBSOOn f 5L0 5£ 149 41 £MH5 

UO(U«ivnAx4olo F 5Z0 U 149 41 £42t*5 

uoDviHdiiLuiur H e.o 7.i ie c £3 »h 

lOOViunfM^db H 45.0 7.1 1H 44 US11! 

UDVSpufelLjHr H 453 U 10 49 £«t1S 

MavsiunmniMD N eo m me £41515 

uviiAiiuteiiHi 1124.4 A7 an « iiH4a 

UVIlffMinilFAS ilM3 4u4 on 50 £7HK 

5pernry»: Add E20HC230CL P<pii>t A^ 


Kt' 5122-5247i1IMnn^ BHHiaW HA 
Hfwa FOlHEftPPtNM 

lOQVtHdAliiupy 1 400 U 1M H £»» 

JJiOVliLefDitftilP I 400 U 114 « «7f» 

UOVfpynftnOnlwwy I 400 M IH « fIWO 

UWimMJkMlalAi L n.O 1.7 224 « fTHSO 

UMi^MftohvApiiluiiiy L 10.0 57 224 « lidm 

UVISffAutoLlMbvw^ L 100 5.7 234 50 fKtK 

UW«KauidK) 1 L 244 44 270 » fsm 

ionflwlnilHwraddQllOtiMXil^ 


447th113amnn.l 


J.O¥t£KP«9CdapA L 233 Li ±14 SO £>11st 

UVIVCtHUlOHVt i 133 5J 214 50 £13250 

UmVZ^rnAinCmm L 234 40 ±SS H f34H 

AiU A^ Cn00teV£,AM7:AeUe4l5aiDVCj^Vllt 

ConwdWc; Add £54nn it nwOtb 


m Alwnznim, BAPttCAFWA 


UVIwteXKSIrwtiirA M2 SjD U 2fi4 47 £54175 

L4Vi5^MAinC{^4AiAl M230 4t 2« » fllM75 

uvit/ciuDiaa-t 1121.0 u 29? so «mh 




MM4l4n AiA i irodud: OQIOO SQC52I7 7 HAkK 
Atomic 3 ypwinOK) rA» 


-MDVIIA 


IJAbqdHt^wt r 471 113 141 Ji(A £1t9f5 

ijD^CiK9iDi)«ttiidA r 471 lit itiiwAfing 

141Ui0«(I2«0I«avi C <13 103 IIO IPA 41105 

1jfTIMtU^rU«loi«^0dl E 471 103 14|iWA (imS 
13«ii0|«lt1H91dnfhidA C <14 10J 120 WA £a02« 
Uikddklt14a94WPlin^b0il 5L4 U 114 WA £Z1I» 
UAfrt«tnm«l»4MIUiWt3d€ 417 13 151 WA CSHfS 
2ji4Tt(i7diPut4wp n ii iA iii k » mi m nmw am 

luta: 0d n«d ED 1 AMdhiAk Lht^: OiH n Idrqlll^ 


PtraiPOWSlFfidiS 


l.fdPlIBCSn AHUOMJ S5 3 llltH 

iiODiiitfi^ A MO iLi 0 a niito 

1±515dr C 573 MA 114 5 fHSt5 

13525# C ^ TU III I £1250 

UlSdr P 513 11.1 10 4 (U9« 

uau P <13 11.1 1H I mHi 

UOmJlKM » 713 a? ICS 7 £14W 

14C3IDI3IS3I# P 713 157 ICS 7 I15HS 

1445* P Il3 11.1 tn • 0910 

14ami4lSGl* ■ 713 117 Iffi 7 41HH 

AkAs hU £100 * 1 4 2 1 3 Ui IUq J* tSOQ liHitHn S*^ 
■b 4 yPT: Add fl2»lD 1 JS 0P 1 


Pp 0 41401 wnmBUjPdiap^r^^ 


Ijaupft P413 1M 1SI I iUHO 

ijmcwpiAd P 41S IK in 10 mw 

iJcmcAnMd ■ su TEis 112 I ntma 

tASaUtm H 3L7 1U 170 11 ItllU 

UOmiMbii P 335 1U 132 10 £0750 

tiAtpriwlev A m lao o 19 cttm 

jyiapddll5bOl9l3£IUMti0tMB4i ConiiKtHu:Add£1in 
to C4iWd4 MUe 0d £1 BO U Mcdi 




1415* 

14C3IPI1S* 

ijavutKi* 

1435* 

IJUIIWS* 

liawiiHS* 
UCailHIE* 
uoeiiissi* 
13^40* Bfi 5* 
13aiDl4lHS* 
14|P 


1 J m pfD_iardi H 1* 

ICaHim^WdilSfil* 

USHpo oi^SHfil* 

13 OO pm-tPd^d U H3 3* 

UT«Dl0b„<e'din]* 

13 54U pn.oi^ CT n* 1* 

AUto Add £1 r Oto 1 sol 3 A idd £1 note 1 lODiZ 

ST: Add cn to (»4^d £121P 

14 Hd 1 4 CADI ThK ^ mOOto tl dBliE 


I 0.1 lU 1» 7 £UUS 
t tt.9 133 109 t risws 
A TLI lU f7 11 £1*09 

p 433 124 m 1 neoi 

P iU M 114 11 07M1 
A 74^ 115 ICO 13 £1*#*S 
P SU 93 124 12 fIflH 
A TAt tl.S 1(0 1J 0094 
P 0.1 LS 137 13 £21199 
F C5.7 lU 112 14 £21199 
E 0.1 124 111 9 iwn 
P 93 13 114 14 row 
A Id 11JS tU U £1015 
i 47.1 45 137 IS £1f7U 
C 45.7 1L5 113 1J txm 
H 312 74 171 29 £1BD» 
H J12 74 171 » £22700 


1,7a«ii1iK P 573 1M i» 17 fipiK 

iicnmisfi p 573 112 121 ir ctmai 

1.7a«3i5« P 373 111 ia IT 0570 

AulKiddnsniDlvidl 


PRTVBI FPmm WA 


14011341 

14H31 

14IW2 

140011 

UODIHI 

UPSI 

AuCit add PI i 00 Id 1 3 pAtnd 


c 610 140 119 11 luoas 

P 50.0 134 in 7 £11» 
p $03 1L4 i» I cum 
C <14 143 lit 11 iHHO 
C <44 11.1 117 14 117175 

E 4S4 103 m 12 nseo 


r 4Zr2475U1|73 lOniHtvl 


DHWERMMmNHiliPk 


UOViUtoMkAnl* 

UOVtutoPfwtedM 
23aPHAi3Pnn4* 
U OIP uto 


U. M.9 103 20 24 £B414 
K M,4 101 20 25 £»11M 
K MO 107 217 24 OttM 
K MO 107 217 15 IStH 


oitoAfrain £2i01fr 


TiCDIHI F 44.1 tOf 10 O CmH 

oouitiid^iiai P 00.1 123 im u nun 

uomsfii F 441 1CL9 no 13 iiMoa 

UOnillpBOl P M.1 134 IH 12 DC70 

i.7aintuppiii*2 o 0.1 113 199 i< ozzn 

1.7dDim4E£fil E 5£4 1b4 02 1< IHIOO 


t-444kll1 bm, BUHKAJ^ 


Iovvr5|iim40 

LaOBlMtodtil 

lAVtfTAUtoU w fr^ 

uwrwtoUrtdHdU 


H 177 103 m 37 niuo 
H 424 M 172 » £KM0 
K ±1.4 IM 2«9 34 42019 
K 214 IM 209 34 fZlIiO 


a4iyuibi(140Lv4to^ E 07 103 10 34 £1940 
ZjCKMIM (MCI 1*1900904 F 104 124 10 M I1743S 
2JCiyrMfin|LlkidA4Mauto « A7 10J 154 37 129915 
UMIMhwkAiiMD M 294 U 2UHU XMMS 
t*i0hu0 PhA idd £2241 Lki<^ iM 


h '4ll£r1 Wm, iUHPdKW NH 


UeODVtAiitBLB^ 

UODWadsUiidtod 

33CIID W Am iMBtdk 

luCOOI^HItoOwM 

UODWRUtoSunnidt 

MVirtMaibiMfl 


J 0.7 107 ia X £0705 
J 0.7 17 111 0 £31795 
J 0.7 17 10 0 4DMH 
2 0 .7 17 1H41 £4<4«S 
i 0 7 17 10 0 £39905 
11202 54 227 59 019739 


KIA 


iE*v - 4«an feuniin aB0UPi^^^ 

DiwiiiF0imF»n 

1JKS1 

F «■ 11.1 m 14 (iTnj 

1J03i3 

F «44 11.1 Mi 14 fteOD 

1.7CM1IIS41 

1.7dttllP«2 

E 594 tU tas 14 119144 
E K« 12J 19S 14 fZia4 

UODlBdl 

F 5U 122 10 11 COlOD 

1.70101034 

F S23 t22 Ml 12 US4H 

lionn-l HMD 

F SOjO tlL7 10 U £21904 

3tOmK»JWVP 

MpniicittAMn 

23aipi(t*f)io(4Mm 

F 904 107 MS M. 0910 
* 04 113 1« li D5JO 
J 439 43 in 14 OEM 

Auto: I4d£i 709 touoin 


k -46tSi1«SDm illIIP4im^.W^^ 


L20lDl4W07-mtlO(-t « 04 93 ISS 21 OtMS 

2.20ra4Wn7.pA*ICU 4 04 94 I5S31 QMOO 

Ua«14MpMto7eAlKX4 I 413 93 l7$ 21 tMWX 

Uailli4WI}Mila7mtldt4 I 413 93 I7l ±2 lltlU 

AkAiEHidnnD 



HiHDj|DA*ghliPDA..4i i DwHiV QiOmi 1473 /OMiirc I 
Wdniny 3 0Ai«MlnMHd tnlH 


iPDi^l(hto.u4;twdi*T.HWT7i77?7Dpp*Pd:in 

Wmnltr T jnrVlMNO miki 




■3223 m 390 SOflitnO 


IS 

a 



1 

9 


■Mtelv4w4(u3 ; Vnidiufpc nn 1 w n 
Wknnl^ l7nn44iBinttid mlii 


L25«(1H|» P 4U M 1i± S 03311 

USMinnSIISdi • 4U 9f lU 2» DM91 

UEHinpHSE P 04 94 til 21 itnn 

22iH(nphtt£liPPAY • 02 93 1i2 >1 OlIH 

AkllKPddllHO 
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For car buying advice, would 
you go to neighbour Petulia? 




y V . ** 




No. for real-life, no-nonsense, 
buying advice go to Carbuyer 

We won't Just tetl you what it is like to drive a car. well tell 
you whal it la like to own. We'll reveal the running coats, 
explain what might go wrong and you can find out what 
existing owners think. So for information that'll help 
you buy your perfect new oar. there's only one place to go. 

carbuyer 

^ .co.uk 

\y \ Trusted reviews Owner opinion Expert advice 
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Ul^MivMtoffUUlWW A liUlIJ 44 U OffM 

AutoKUCHMtoGM 


UM ■ SOOS41iSS1750M(n, fiMBftCM iVA 

HIVEH rVWBtPlIKWA 

ll»BD^OatdtoCd It JSJ \2A 201 Q £tlSM 

UOIBfttorbrBHAIaU ft »J 12.1 Iff 2t £3BX 
UW7in4pnto»Dw4^Gft ft ff f 111 » 24 Q7119 
aiofrotoiifetoaunnihiica ft isi 12.1 ai 22 oua 
Auto wM tiffg OntlvM tod £i40to 


OmffOteltTSnm. BMMKM I4A 



ft jfj; 1.7 a? 92 04199 
ft 9M mT 207 X oiiff 
ft 14.4 tu 213 32 iUtM 
ft U2 11.1 2H H £33799 
K 332 11.1 234 U tSUm 



iwwojiiQi^atHTiBttirBP lit j ftwl M O. 41 tpi 44 /Doator if 
Wfnirnir 2 ywfiftfiiiffi HidUft lii 


1 Hfttoftto- msri Ttawi, BABftCAP MA 

DfftVEHraWEltFOKNMi 


loivft irll r m JLS HMHWOffSO 

ftfeatar idd e4i» to 20 ffA 4<vSUaiial T loKhtor 


4oiOrtSff i?sirmiUMMiCM*im 

HEWBtffffPEItFOftNU 


F 44.1 U 149MH £3»7S 
ft 40 4 71 1SWA£3CaS 
L 2U $1 aaMH uni 
Ma.O 41 2f2lWA£IS» 
4Sto4to m £4aa mu nu 40raiODtBl Tiemttw 


Am 4147kimm^UIB4iCAPNH 


PERPPUA 


4IVftau*aA««Cwp* M330 4L5 TCNpU Ona 

4JVllU4&AtoDS to <ftolrt MZ3UQ 41 XZ HACIIBO 
M«nuit;mcon<iptkin 


NISSAW 


dwwfttoi to ijk irltodAF*: 41U1 4911114 /DmMZH 
VHmrto' 7 jHTffOn mAai 

ITHkieBnniFi. BJftHKAri^^^ 

DnVHI PfttoHtift*: WA 

uQftviff c sts 1*7 IIS 5 tnm 

limAcpato C 5C,S 13.7 IIS 3 fllW 

IlMntato C. U1 117 115 S lUHl 

UOff-tlMVWa A 65,7 tIJ » I CiaiS 

linuMMarta A 9*7 ill ff 9 flHW 

liauftff IAm a IS.7 11J » I £14445 

AiAe M f 1000 to 1 1TtontoVU* Ot&S lUiii 


Ikto f lOblttonin HaUMKAP^t^^ 

DIITVBimiBtnH.WA 


12 cm Via 
iidatHivia 

tlWAtonb 
liUG-SWAiMiti 
IldOBOlAiMt* 
l2Dlfi.S(lftXkM 
UdatHilk 


ft 60,1 117 Iff i £12190 
A 7*5 11.3 ff • rffia 
■ U.1 117 109 £ £1105 
A 65. 7 11.7 » 10 £14625 
A 7*5 tU ft I £lff3i 
A m.T 11.7 m 10 £1fC» 
A 7*S 111 K i £17370 


Auto odd non to 0(G 1 Annto Hvnfiiin: idd no to ifoantto 

irikc Md fin to Aoarta Ptoflton 


ffinf 377011 HSnnvAnBftCAPflU 

QMVnPOWBINTkN/A 

usd e ffjo 111 117 t am 

iJlXlSi E 49i1 112 HI 6 £t»9 

usnspDrt i 4*0 iu m t ant 

IJSffLi* R 4*0 11J 197 i CffftP 


fWHKBIt 


wwHfHugnAjciL'uk /PtoduKOiffloe 1294 / MvE 900 
WAhM^ 3T*rtt«aB nftrt 


ton »74rWSA*n,llMlMlCM^’^^ 


A HM liJ 0 n j 


101 . 9475alVl5irtiv 


limAna A 93 141 IS 9 flOff 

lAMArtlw A 4*3 141 ff 6 0494 

UmtArtlnSffpftfW A 741 141 tl i £>7ff 

iivnteJFwitoiiMw Aff,7iijo n n tmn 

■L2VnWhii*miaFafeiiA A BT tliO « 11 £11tB 

Auuk iddOSO to Adot fit Si* «dd C4ff 

Nkm, 109 SH toAdw 4rpd Altuto 


2* 91&ni3toirt«ffBffCAP*it^ 


Mm - 411S*lffSAin.aNNMtC«ftfkAAA^ 
MwnpovntfCffrwA 


IIM ft lit tU iX i eues 

Uddniftvyi ■ Tfil 112 104 11 £15930 

UDW-TniS7AKito ft 9*4 TM IB 11 £15J» 

iJlftnmAaMb P 441 111 Iff a £lBa 

IldatllftJMti ■ mi 112 104 11 £11715 

UPmrflfftAantoPttofllun ft 444 92 Iff If tX130 

iJtK-TrifftftftDnnianhlnN fflt *4 Iff It DOSSO 
12EsB.TCttqUna ft SU 111 IB 11 <17770 

UKMcWn P 4M IU Iff 10 £WI70 

Udaflfft-Mma ft at ll2 IB 11 £WB 

1JDH-T(t9ft1SllllU ft 4*9 U Iff a C1t2» 

1J0a-rilH44WntonXkiii H 992 *4 iff It ai4» 

lJ0lAT(Z1l4PiiiMff ft 9*1 7* Iff U £31481 

IJ0lftT|;»ft4WDJClnn<«miH N 3*1 U Iff » £UnO 

Auto Bd rOOOto i J^i 17;L Aba Ftwln add n into Aanto 


Vm 4445al77toini. BII|IHKM*lWrt- 

P H W HIP U IIB tWfl HU 


MtPSVM A PM tIJ 0 27 £214*0 

l«ft$Aito«i A IM 11 J f 29 131490 

-Hlftian A MU tU 0 X C&41D 

Uaif nax tain 4^ £500* ■« cn prt fitofflh bititiy nn^ 

WitoraddCIOntoWt 


Ftoftto- fXTirPB wmcv-^^UM 

AiafcM 


12D«.r(imU C ff4 TOJ 111 11 flltH 

UdddlftVUA A IU IU « 13 £17W 

l2M&Tttinitotmi C SSrt !*t lit 10 E1714S 

IJddpiftAtoHto A 71* IU 94 11 (HOff 

UOId-rtTIftii^ C BA IM 111 10 £ll9i5 

udatitftiw A 7U lu 94 11 aifm 

12D4a-rtt1S)1ftna C BA TM Ilf 10 £30945 

ijddtiiftaw A 71S lu X 11 DIMS 

AutoaddflffaiaKfi-T 


-43(9lkin0v!V* EUMHKAP^Inf^l^r 

DMVBimmtPftf;!! 


iivnmAnBift 

UvtlftSjA 
1AH0t<7llA 
lAVtltMActiw^ 
UVTlMJtollnJft 
MHBtniAdh*3ft 
1jVTlfta)l%tolft 
IjtHHtTfllSlvtoJto 
UtWiMftyltJft 
1A*4ffi|*2)Allirt9* 

U VTlfHftawto AAm* U 
12VnBl2)MipfftamfSfr 
t A artffi (n) ftDlaniftwna td 
tAvnruftifftnAHtoSft 

1 J MffI (1 15) FffttoHiVtft 

urwfiiftEVtft 

Ua4ffl(|litXTlftr 

U*HOIl1T3)Jn'3* 

UTwMftilid' 

lATWEUftBTllDdltU 


A BjS is* 49 3 IMK 
A BA 1S9 « I £1134$ 

■ C2.T T4j 0 1D4 I £117«t 
A 742 195 to II fiats 
A BA IS* « i miff 

■ 62.7 t4£l 104 I £12691 
A 742 ISA X II £11991 

■ t2T 140 at • £13441 
A 742 1*5 « it fllMS 
A 45 j 0 122 ff 15 £M7« 
A 4 SjO 122 ff 19 fiffll 
F 44 ,1 1*7 140 21 £1«» 
i 127 MiO 104 12 £1Bff 
A ff O 121 fS U £11641 
□ tOA ij 1» 17 CITOtt 
A 742 *7 ff 14 flMff 
ft 1*7 *1 lit U tlllB 
A 74J 132 X 11 illlB 
A 742 TOJ X a £1D41 
i 47 .t U 19t X £19»D 
D S32 AS 135 X fZilff 


AutotftiaiStoUVTTArtbtindAIKn. KUCTOOtoUHOI 
Adtva Sft. 5ft: odd CHQOtot XVvtol ffilL AAnradd £1400 to 
AdH (M 1 A HDOl GTI Pnietei: odd Off to Gil 


I ■ 4242*1 Btmiiv HBBftCAFT&jWr^r^ 


iJHHIiBAm 
U Pw*toftO IlllPtoftpn 

UhnWitllftAcftw 

12Pto*1bft(1K|Mw 

UHDtMiPhllto 

U HOI 1115) Adtoo 

IJPtortffIClIOlVftto 

MBMUflAflAa* 

12PWt1bAt1^tftftriJM 

lAHadlftOTUni 

2ABAPtni>(iB|iinJM 

uriftQffjer 

MlboHDiCWlMitoCr 


C BA HI 117 • iUK 
A ms 1IJ 49 II ficus 
ft CIA 11 1 mu £1791$ 

■ 61 A *i 101 U £1i0ff 

■ 61A 11.1 as 14 nats 

■ flA *7 107 U riliff 
A 7*2 112 1B IS £1HB 
A 762 102 X II I1S4S 
A *12 917 n 13 m74S 

■ 7U *f 1« X £31MS 
ft SM 102 110 II C21MS 
A 742 102 m 13 02093 
i 7*4 ** at X DIIH 
D 5*4 7S 130 X £»*» 

ft a* tA as a o3*b 


Auto: odd ilMto 12 PlnrWi X* 14 CtoaflOi {1H* « 
SW odd n a* AUbfK KH £1200 to Tkdn 


uDB-rtnsiaiii 

UdatllftVlito 

41Cll«.rt1lQAiwti 

iJdatia)ftHta 

iiDtt^rtiiDi^ 

UdOpIftnAK 

litMS-rpiqihtau 

ISdapiQ-Mm 

ijdapa)iw» 

iJddp3a)iaM4tND 


D 6*4 TiJ IB 17 CtUiS 
A 742 12A X 17 C»015 
D CM IU Iff 17 £IX» 
A HI IU » IT OilU 
D XA 113 Iff IT OITn 
A 743 HA It IT DUn 
D 5*4 113 IM 14 DftBB 
A 7*3 tU ff IS OSS» 
C 642 IM 115 it i 
B S7A IU IB It i 


ArtKiddfiisoto 12010-1 TAdafHac4^tdd£550tori-iK 



Udanravidl B fa 1*5 121 it £22X5 

If dQdlftiAaHto B fJM TILS IB It OfnS 

MftSPMtrtW ft FA 1*5 IB 20 £272*5 

UdaPM)1UiM B FA 1*5 12» 20 £2ffi»S 

A«to *ddfi tdd flW 

unfeddfm 



1f a4IOICI1{)ftlfHltow C F J UA lit X OXff 

rfHnpdiftjyiw^ C ba wj m a axis 

3JBirtfft(1ft|AAA*ll*ir i 072 u at a OCSft 

ljlHXp£3)MifuA*nHBV E SU ff l Iff X OXIt 

UHXfBftKitoftT ft ffj M Iff F £30l« 

UHHMawtoHVbfdtAlhn A H.7 *3 9l X £3X40 

UlliallDli(110|IIXMSW C 61A *7 110 B £3005 

ZJHnCBOlMlYXfHIWIlW ■ 1VA 9l5 104 37 04141 

AUto: add on to 1 .i *-MlL Wi W add £t7IIK14nl>ut 
liyxatL AlnhK hU OfUtoAdn* Hh 


iftiptoXpM-xitaiiidnto, BnaxuPHiu 

QXVBlFgWBI PO* n/A 

UHa47S)»5vlt c C2J 1CJ 110 2 EllTff 

1JHn{7S)»S C 62J IfA lit 2 £12X5 

Autodddffoe 


IJdditUftirtito 
2JdariM)ADHti 
isdaptmtoM 
MVfialBIlKtoBirfMr 
Auto 4dd f 1 155 toTikni 


K 9AS 1*1 JIS ID Ditff 
K ffA 11.1 m i £224» 
■ 33A 11,1 ^ I OTOH 
L B.I t*7 BO 11 £17140 


hrffvXpM 4nftlflBT«i.EUIB4iClPhVA 


lAHaiUDOuWm ft 532 12.1 13t I £11190 

1idHDlB4<Uiiftdr ft $43 U2 IB i D73» 

lANOtfiBS O S42 142 125 I £15115 

lAHHCTDS E SU 17.1 135 9 ftfllt 

lAVTlfUftC ft XT llA 164 S £14i40 

uvnexiurtff ft 422 ht 155 2 iiBii 

Aub: •ddUXto 1 AHPlISalS 


17iIZ-42Sb1H5nir[i,G 


UWmZ L FA 52 Xi 45 £2»45 

S7W|7ft7ftT L FA SJ HI 45 CSIHS 

mivilTlilHtoto £ FA 51 X9 46 ffTOH 

Au(K*ddCl4S0eGT 


ftTN - 4G7a!lBSrtrn, aMBNCAP PiU 

pmiH POffBtfBS^ WA 


IJVCnftH M23J IB F5 » £7X00 

If WrrftHllhito MZM JA 775 HEtHHD 


9n 


UVniUftActoto ft 42.1 11 J 135 13 £17130 

t4HDIp1t)4i»tt O Xt 19$ 115 19 n»l$ 

lAVTI|11d»AcdiM ft 42.1 11A 155 IS £1X50 

iATW{1B)Alin « 40A *t Iff X Q17» 

lANXplftAdH D Xt HA IK IS £304lt 

L9HX{1HI|AalM ft SU *7 1» B QIW 

If HXIaftmrblflAtAn A 12.1 *5 X X £37141 

UHDl'pIlf HTtoUiAba A TlA *S ff X onu 

AUto ffd EBOto 1 .6 HDk £1 » to U Hl» Allure Alton: Kid 
CIOCOtoAetiH 


For car insurance you can rely on call 0800 404 8724 iH^Q^^churchlU' 


91 2&F^ruary2015 


www.autoexpress-co.uk 
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Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 


nnnn 


The Audi A3 
Sportback SE Technik. 

From £245 per month.* 



For this, you get Satellite Navigation, cruise 
control, a rear parking system and 16" alloy 
wheels. And the keys to an Audi. 


mm 


EMIVnP«tmPOfi77 




e 4i« 13.5 iM ft am 
N *0 i^.i t nmi 


iJ¥iiriza}Aai e iu iu 159 13 nion 

UICI{119M»II D lit H ElBie 

UVnUMIMtvi «4U m 159 U t3N«Q 

iJiwfiit»jiiM a 4dif tLT 1V9 17 tnufli 

UHDlf1l5)talM E Sftyft 1U I3iz U C2i4« 

UMMflSdMM F SU IM W II EZM» 

AMl«r OSa IPK U NGUU0$ «a 10 HOi <17»la 

Aotn&UtUVlO 




UVUMMOHK C S7J IIS 114 1ft I11H 

I4HDI<7«A«W ■ 7U MJ IM 10 tWfS 

UVU^Adwt t St4 ilS 114 11 rHDH 

isvit(i]44dM I *73 fts m i« niase 

14ia{7eM)H ■ 7M 14J IM 1ft 113393 

UMIcmeKMN* A74J 19J S 17 HIHI 

um^Aiun t $73 IIS 114 ii nssi 

UVndMUMH I 47S M 1» » C1MM 

M^wmescMin A 74J 113 « 11 me 

u«4cidi5)«ecAiw« ■ 7M IM IM ^ tmm 

1.SVt1l1»Nln4CtfM4Mft E 47J IS 1» IS £14S0 

1JM«ieK)F»ii«Ci*iitAi* • 7M tlJl 10 IT cims 

Tljft 1 M lat Jft tUftlft 

Auuc Kid riu u U fr44&i4d^ Mid AIim. CtM u IS vn 

4lw«. Nh« AnM«Mr vM £2n tP cent* AMibKim 


WBWRT 


wMInAwiA 7 htiilwwTOinon 3373 70^^ 

iJltiii ji%THV EUMfreCAF 


llt^ll^ A HM W4 ft Id UK 

ITi^lbditftc AIM MU. ft II £75H 

i Ki i w»>K | ^ ge4ff M^iapwth 


H iitHi WHuwnmt, 

1JlttC7l9lewenft • SL1 144 m 4 a«9 

i4iCiCn|Mv e cu 114 iffi i ams 

1J30pi»Smi j iMii| M i A C7J 12.Q 15 1 £1S9« 

WtaTOiWHlfP»'i riiiiiill|ul' AK7U.ft 99 ■ fllK 

KBgTSa^MSEUMniiifM t A fS.7 IftJ H t niSU 


OIWIllFOWnFOScNU 


"T— — A MU us ft IE C1UK 

7gytw6)nMd^ZKAiMw A MU US ft IS Him 

n»«ZKiib9n«AM A MU n.i ft u n»Mi 

Tfl^lMlDyitMeiMtertMHA MU U.l 0 If onu 

Zh modik addfantUfy hln fwii QS pvinarKh 


IJIWflSeftparl F 441 tS US Z7 I32t» 

IflHFtmCT 4 43^1 73 15SI3 OHftft 

ZJHM^HSSpen 1 m 17 !» 2S C23i» 

UTfrOTIIII F 441 SS ve 42 02009 

Aultt hU f 1 140 10 11 n* (1 EArlil'' edOadd ID t|wt 


iPMiCHir 


imw.awidiatoiJi rinttiurcIMSTtI till rOa* 
Wwamy. SfeanAaAiniitd fflflH 

WeH 


FMlWIwri 497fc1t31iTmBeMIPIFMft 
HWB KMCAM£ WA 


llWmFMwnftiwI A44t 44 tH 4f ttsm 
]ivcilptriMM*nS(4iyftfid A ii.i IS H sft iftHti 

3i>«nKnnmfi i su u ih « letia 

UWMKFHDMi IC 32LS S.1 204 e mu 

41WNHLFKMM6n L 3St4 44 249 5ft 011*1 

ftJMTTnXFKiMnllaba L 37.7 41 3» HCIftinft 

FM^4:4*ii 05ii wwmmrnt^fvmmn^tMnwUf 
FwunmUUrtaDl add Q314£iDlDte 


Uu.4Er InZ3RV^ ajWM£A^^ 
D«VBIP0WHiF0f;*FA 


UtFOCItevi 

MvtmciiKinf 

MWKI(Mmk>IDM 

uwrwuKKiitfM 


H 04 M 1E9 J5 tmj* 
R 325 14 2M « 141310 
o iftj «j 1S9 e ium 
R 31.7 41 a* 41 aam 


Ovww* 4e4a193t%an%Ul04lC4FWA 
DUVOIFQIROIFO&HU 


OlB-40QrininwF^R 


O1lv(73}0pUH O 514 154 127 7 11BIH 

1JH9l7aUM)iltwii O 514 1S4 127 9 f12W 

A fU UJ IM « out 

imriftiiiTifi^iiiii A Hi 11J id ii ouk 

1119vl7S|Dyn«4qii* O 51.4 154 137 I £I34H 

Uotltamoinia^dK^ A 424 lU IM 9 04499 

iSdaCHtOwwi^ Atli 11.7 H ll ClSlK 

KOteTOftAD yMm t * HI 1U IQS II dMK 

1JddWt>|iiKrti|iiaS A HI 11.9 9) ll fllSK 

1S7e4(1SAff«:ffn*i* c MS M 12fl 14 flTMS 

ijFTQONEPCIMiMlpfit F 444 E7 144 29 £199K 

IJfpWjmCIMnylftiiWtLUi F 441 17 144 29 flWS 

iMjm: .yift C1 301 u da DyrwiftuaiD|iw^Lja s 
biSdOandswTu 


■■ HK.i i ■ PgaliOlffinvlIJIRHIOirt!;^^ 
CMAUBlFdoaiFdAV 

ISdlACj^iUDiM « 4&9 m in 19 fIfTSft 

Uhiydanieti w iMl u i H a HS 1U IDI If flBftl 
OEnK*FTOl1lAt4HidKtt C 51J 10^9 111 ii £1797fl 
ijftdlAlMOd 4 4ftS iftS 151 19 fltOI 

1SDit>«dai1l4UnlUd A Hf 1U I9l if blW 
lltllAriTMfcpKTtMTfii 4 <k9 Ift.E 159 17 lUJMfl 
11ElvgyTCa(113)D3l1M1lqu9T C 53J 10.1 111 17 EUSn 
iStoKfyddfllftlOjiiMMllHiTA A9 IIJ IM 15 0045 
11bwwda{U4Clywi%HTA 7U U IM 17 C11HI 

urcroo h ji7 71 la 31 fimi 

AiftK add rm Id dp niOL irr IkwSKntsin; add flOftlD 
□iMtnigpit IMilU ^ 1411 mil SfwltfiMWadd Clfftg 


UWl^HiieCiiyKiiMDlaaal H 4U 7 J t7l « Utw 
MMT|RQ94nM5ft44(Md A HI 54 7t « 111474 
4J¥i%Kii4iCiy9iMlplHil R 353 54 7C9 59 l»14M 
LfM%*wdecafl(MBa£ R 217 IS 121 « U11* 

uwrriRiudca^FMMMteMiu 4S zsi » eiiBf 


r’4374ic1lftlrTmHi 


LIPwitH J 314 SJI TO 4ft MtIO 

94lcnlir5 K 32.1 5.1 295 43 M7ft95 

ukwKvcn R 314 u m 41 ao» 

K7lC:Kidf11UU23SlRi(SFQ 




IlflliflMU 4 Hi ift.t in 14 £1ft7» 

ISDHWdQillftlUmM A «.f UJ IDS IE QWS 

lJftfll4DynHiV*1bi*ilb«n 4 40^9 105 119 15 fllZIB 

139l>aiHrTC»1n40yfii"tl4il < 513 199 111 14 OfW 

1S6wwria{114Dywi^ ■ 09 1U IftC M CUMS 

11 6iKHf dP nJAO ja ■ l i m K A 7Q,f 91 IM 20 OWS 

uncriio H 117 13 1«f 31 04134 

inrhuAewtads h 17.7 u 174 m asm 

ljlTIUnwta*«ft2751v9liy H 97 J 10 174 35 QMie 

MT ft iFi i i fca K nff PSRM'yR «4 17 7 U 174 39 OftUQ 

AiH kU £1 DM to da f11ft(L or LiM iMlim add fllftfttt 
ftywiMwIUlU Inot 1411 10llk CARS CAirtOc add £H» 


Business users only with Contract Hire.* 

Official fuel consumption figures for the Audi A3 Sportback SE 
Technik 1.6 TDI HOPS 6-5peed mAnual in mpg (L/lOOkm): Urban 
62.S (4.S), Brtra Urban 03.1 (3.4), Combined 74.3 (3.8). COi 
emissions: 99g/krn. Standard EU Test figures for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results, ^ak eim and nf thn 

Contncfc Hlni AQraumwiI th* whtdd will Im ntunwd to AjiH FInim. 'FHui VAT wd 
Mm rtntil. Butlntti uunonly. eased on Mjdf A3 Sponbacic SE Tcchnik 1.6 TO! HOPS 
inanval. Based on J ytW5, lO.OOO mil* per aniHini CoTitracr Hir* agfeemert 
with an Initial rental ef El/i?0.00, fi.llp (plus VAH excesa mileage charges app^, 
Of^ avalUbLe for oidert before fl March 2015 and delivered by JO June 2015 fiiim 
participating Centna. Offtr may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Further charges 
may be payable when nlikle is ratumedlj subbed to the wihact fair wear and tear 
guldfllnes and miteage. VAT payable at a ntt of 20%. Finance sut^ct to status. 
Available to IBs and wer. Sub|ect u avallabiUty. Prkef quoted and examples shown 
fre correct at time of publkaticfi Ifebruary 20151 too do not take into account 
any wiedon to government taxes or charges erlsing after the date of publkadon. Terms 
and eftnditifths apply, f reepast Audi f tnence. 


I amaCfalHIinivBJKHiCAFM 

F(niBIF«NU 


ItC^iwi 1 344 5.7 192 17 UtiM 

UQifmmi R 32.1 » 205 41 141713 

MbvTMnCn R 314 43 211 43 H1M7 

14CVm44H L 374 44 231 WA 04451 

rot sdd £ i»2 112351 te 615 not (n« 


>11 4491-Wk1fDI-1fl 


lACfemn R 3U» 4JI 212 4ft C7990i 

|4bwn4 R SlJft 4.1 215 4ft DUK 

UCtnmnU K 3A7 4J 217 47 mm 

K 29lT 45 124 O BOSm 

MCanmefI K 29 7 4 4 229 47 IfiMt 

umciuraa L 29L1 lA 227 EftfUaS*! 

UriHElletoi L 21.1 3.1 2Z7 Sftrwuft 

MtoKRH H77J 15 7*9 DfWW 

KML ^ 03*7, CttiK ^ toftU to CHiwKWhrte ^ OUbte 
Cvm MUCIMllHtD'nirbqi ^ OftU to C«nn WS 


UJ? L IllUwSuil^ BJWOAW W4 


UVlIvWtdlPaK A 155 2A 7f MUlTtlia 

MWNj hhitohWFhwJi A HZ M 7ft WAOSPS 


P WO t l Mi 


iiW w i fj rBifln.cftL4i rWadim: DiQD 711 0777 J DhIm IS 

WSnutr. I wn ROPW wiflW! 

imvf ■ 171M1 fi9Mi\ U>4IICVI4U 
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B All the action from the world of motorsport 



Major FI rule changes on hold 



Stephen Errity 

Stephen_Errity@dennis.co.uk 


nj FORMULA One teams have agreed 
ill to defer making any major changes 
to the sport’s technical regulations until 
the 2017 season at the very earliest. 

The FI Commission (which consists 
of teams, race promoters and the FIA, 
as well as representatives of engine, 
tyre and fuel suppliers, plus sponsors) 
made the decision at its meeting in 
Geneva, Switzerland, last week. 

Proposed changes include wider 
cars running bigger tyres, as well as 
tweaks to the engine regulations that 
would see power outputs top l,000bhp. 

Ferrari earlier stoked the debate by 
producing a radical vision of what it 
thinks a potential future FI car could 
look like - and said it would require only 
minor tweaks to the current tech rules. 

The Italian squad posted the 
design online at flconceptferrari.com, 
where it’s now inviting comments on 
its vision of the future from fans. 

The team describes it as “an FI 
car that’s technologically advanced, 
but also captivating to the eye and 
aggressive-looking”, adding that it 
could be made without “overturning” 
the sport’s current set of rules. 

Elsewhere, the teams are heading 
into the third and final pre-season test 
this week, wrapping up preparations 
for the Australian GPon 15 March. 

Away from the track, efforts are 
continuingto bring back the defunct 
Marussia team (which is now 
known as Manor Grand Prix). 

The company is now set to come out 
of administration and staff are working 
on preparing a 201 5-spec car in time 
for one of the early-season races. Hopes 



■ Tech will remain lately unchanged in 2016 ■ Ferrari shows potential future FI design 


FUTURE SHOCK Ferrari has 
produced this concept in response 
to discussions about future of FI 

have been boosted by the 
news that Ferrari boss Maurizio 
Arrivabene has agreed to supply 
the oufit with 2014-spec engines. 

It’ll almost certainly not be on 
the grid in Australia, but FI rules 
allow teams to miss up to three 
races a year, so it could debut 
in Malaysia, China or Bahrain. 

As yet, there’s been no indication 
of who might drive for Manor if 
it does make a comeback. 



"Ferrari describes it as technologically advanced, 
but also captivating and ag^ssive-looking" 


Formula E London gets go-ahead 



PARK LIFE 

This is the track 
around London's 
Battersea Park 
that Formula E 
will use for its 
double-header 
season finale 
on 27-28 June 


LONDON’S Battersea Park will host the 
double-header season finale of the FIA 
Formula E electric racing championship 
on 27-28 June, after the event was 
granted planning permission by the 
local authority, Wandsworth Council. 

Formula E had already announced the 
race, dubbed the ‘London ePrix’, as part 
of its inaugural calendar last year, but 
it wouldn’t have gone ahead without 
the council’s planning permission. 

Following the decision, series boss 
Alejandro Ajag commented: “London 
could well be where the first Formula E 
champion is crowned, making for a 
fantastic spectacle for the city.” The 
series also revealed its planned track 
layout for Battersea Park. Describing 


the circuit. Virgin Racing Formula E 
driver Sam Bird said: “It combines 
fast straights, a couple of high-speed 
bends, as well as some challenging 
chicanes and braking zones. I think 
the London ePrix spectators will be 


treated to some close, fast racing 
with lots of action and overtaking.” 

Meanwhile, Formula E recently 
tweaked its calendar, adding a race 
in Moscow on 6 June and bringing 
the Berlin round forward to 23 May. 



■ WORLD RALLYCROSS 
PARTNERS WITH DTM 

THE World Rallycross Championship 
has added an extra event to its 201 5 
calendar. It’s set to take place at 
the Hockenheim Grand Prix track 
in Germany, alongside the opening 
round of the DTM German touring 
car championship on 2-3 May. 

World Rallycross managing 
director Martin Anayi said: “It’s a 
great honour to partner with DTM 
and a fantastic chance to showcase 
rallycross to a brand-new audience.” 
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Love performance cars? 

Get a FREE 

issue of evo 

Claim a FREE issue of the ultimate monthly read 
for any supercar enthusiasts. 

It’S what's inside that counts... 

• The latest motoring news, to keep you ahead of the g^e 

• Reviews of every new model that matters, from hot hatches 
to supercars 

• In-depth group tests that reveal the best cars in each class 

• Drive stories so absorbing you'll want to emulate them yourself 

• Iconic drivers' cars revisited and re-appralsed 

• AeUan-packed videos showing amazing cars driven on the limit 


Call nowon 08452861435 

to Cl3.im your FREE ISSUE quoting reference is free AEX 
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Back chat 

loin the debate now... www.autoexpress.co.uk/opinion 



jlj^ GENEVA and I are like old pals who 
il 3 ritually meet up eveiy March. It’s a 
one-sided relationship, though, because 
I do all the running... and spending. 

Over three decades I’ve devoted weeks to 
driving almost 40,000 miles to and from 
the city, which is motor-industry neutral 
- i.e. it doesn’t have one! Then I’ve spent 
months in its eateries, working from - 
and sleeping in - its hotels, queuing on its 
roads and searching for parking spaces. 

The total cost of driving to and from, 
working out of - and parking in - 
Geneva two to three days a year for 
the past 30 years is, in today’s money, 
approaching £100,000. Ouch. 

Enough is enough. Apart from the 
city’s exorbitant prices and shortage of 
hotel rooms at show time, it has become 
prohibitively expensive to drive there. 

French and Swiss motorway tolls are to 
blame. They make long-distance motoring 
economically unviable - thus all those 
empty tolled motorways across Europe. 

The volatility of the Swiss Franc and its 
iffy value against the pound and euro is 
another wony. As is the fact that some 
global car companies exhibiting in Geneva have to house 
directors, employees and guests in hotels outside Geneva, 
or even outside Switzerland in France or Italy. It’s bonkers. 

My annual rimal will live on - I’ll continue visiting my mate 
Geneva at motor show time, but this year Tm changing the rules of the 
relationship. Over the two to three days that 111 be visiting the show, 

111 be doing morning/ evening budget airline commutes to and from 
Gatwick to Geneva Airport (a short walk from the show). 

The cost of my numerous flights, plus Gatwick parking, totals just 
over £200 - which is LESS than one measly night in a drab Geneva 
hotel room. Assuming one is available, which it probably isn’t. 

Switzerland and Geneva are too greedy. The show has become a victim 
of its own success and is in danger of pricing itself out of the market. 
Unless we see improvements to the infrastrucmre, accommodation 
levels and prices surrounding the Geneva Motor Show, I fear it may 
become a car exhibition that’s unfit for purpose. Besides, isn’t it 
time that the UK took over as the motor show capital of Europe? 


Mike 

Rutherford 

Motoring's most outspoken and 
opinionated columnist sounds off 

n 

ril continue visiting 
my mate Geneva at 
motor show time, 
but this year I'm 
changing the rules 
of the relationship 


II 


Do you agree with Mike? 

Have your say at facebook.com/autoexpress 
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Deals, verdicts and data on 
100 of UK's top-selling cars 



Discovery Sport 
vs Santa Fe, X3 


The big verdict as Land Rover's new 
seven seater faces crucial first test 



Merc C63 AMG 


First drive in new mega C-Class that 
has its sights firmly set on BMW M3 
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If your car is over 3 years old, chances are your car warranty will have 

expired. Why risk wallet busting car repair bills? 

Protect your motor with my award-winning car warranty from 
Warrantywise. 

I've designed it to offer the UK’s highest level of car warranty 
protection - bar none! 

Call or go online for a quote and get total 
peace of mind for any car up to 12 years old 


^ Designed bv Quvntin Wlllmm 


Designed by Quvntin Wlllmm 


MONEY 

BACK 
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AWARD 

WINNIMG 


POSmVE 


THEO PAPHITIS IS WARRANTY WISE 


Warrantywise are delighted that Thee has pora the Wise 
thing and protected his jaw-dropping Maybacti with a 
Warrantywise warranty. 


Read the full article at: www.warrantywise.co.uk/theo 


QUENTIN WILLSON’S GUIDE TO 
BEING WARRANTY WISE 


Watch as motoring expert and consumer 
champion, Quentin Willson, explains the benefitB 
of a used car warranty from Warrantywise. 




Watch Quentin’s Guide 

warrantywise.co.uk/guide 


Cell us on Freephone 

PO8OO 121 4770 

• 

Get a Quote Online % m t ~ 

warrantywise CO uk Warrantvwise 

— Like us on Facebook 

T /Warrantywise 


Follow US on Twitter ^ 

w 

©Warrantywise The UK’s Best used car Warranty 






TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 
With £1,000 towards your deposit^ and £99 service plan available: 

Solutions Personal Contract Plan* representative example for the SEAT Leon Sdr SE 1.2 TSI HOPS based on a 10.000-mlle agreement. 

Ouratfon: 36 months Full deposit: £4,/$1.66 Acceptance fee*: £125.00 Option to putt haise fee’: £60,00 Ekcss mileage th^rse {fKt miile)*i 4,4p 

35 monthly payments pr: £1SS.00 SEAT UK Deposit cpntrtbuOon’: £1,000.00 Total payable by custemet^ £17,936.76 Tatal amount payable: £18,936.76 Representative APR: 5J0% 

Customer deposit: £3,791.66 Retail cash price: £17«713.00 Optional final payment: £7,485.10 Amount of credit £!7,443J4 Rate of interest: 5.17% 

'M 1^ «id of dM ■tifewnant tliara an diTH iHideii^ Q ratak (hn wMdK iw the npClanii nnal peymam bi Mm Iha Mh 

‘AviiUble when puicn>s«l on Solutions Personal Conuact Rarv. "Available on SE and FR models on ly. £1,930 RR? refers to optional spectncallon If priced Individ itally. 'Oeposh contribution Is available when purchased on Sokrlions. 
Retail sales on iy. to 3 years/10,000 miles perannam (nvhkhevef comes ii rsO when purchased with Solutkms. Payable with ftnt paymenL ’Payable with optkm al iinal payment ^ublect to agreed annual mlleegte. Retail Sales only. 
Offer available forvehides ordered by 31st March 2013 and delivered bySOtii June 2015 from paftidpatthg Dealers. Funherchir^ maybe payable If vehicle ^returned. Ofifersare nottvillable In conKmetjon with any other offer arvd 
may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Available to iss and over. Subfeetto availability. Terms and conditions apply, nrunce si^Ject lo status. Accurate at time of publication, Ffeepost SEAT Finance. 

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon in mpg Oitres per lOOkm); urban 32.5 (8.7) - 72.4 (3.9); extra-urban 49.6 
(5.7) - 91.1 (3.1); combined 42.8 (6.6) - 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions 154 - 87 g/km. 


SEAT recom mends Castrol EDGE Professional 

SVRT 


KHlOiFUSONf D 5eat.co.uk 





